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HOW THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE WAS FINANCED 


By J. E. WINSTON | 


American historians in commenting upon the acquisition of 
Louisiana have dwelt at great length upon the diplomatic and 


political aspects or phases of the subject. Likewise the matter 


of the boundaries of the province at the time of the purchase, 
its government after it came under the control of the United 
States, the question of whether Texas was included in the Lou- 
isiana purchase, have been discussed by writers of authority.? 
On the whole scant attention has been paid to the actual manner 
in which this great addition to the national domain was financed. 
In this paper an attempt has been made to set forth the succes- 
give steps pertaining to the financing of the bargain entered into 
between Napoleon on the one hand and the diplomatic agents 
acting on behalf of this Government. In the main the article 
is based upon the “Papers Appertaining to the Louisiana Pur- 
chase,” which have been made available through the interest and 
unwearied labors of Mr. R. W. Colomb, who describes elsewhere 


his connection with this enterprise. 


1The chief authority for the diplomatic history incident to the acquisition of 
Louisiana is the History of Henry Adams. A good, clear account of the transac- 
tion together with citation of the more important sources is given in chs. 11 and 
12 of the fourth volume of Edward Channing’s History of the United States. Men- 
tion may be made of the Historical Sketch of “Louisiana” and the Louisiana Pur- 
chase by Frank Bond (Washington 1912); of the article by Professor John R. 
Ficklen, formerly of Tulane University, entitled “Was Texas Included in the 
‘Louisiana Purchase?” in Southern History Association’s Publications for September, 
1901; and of the articles of Professor I. J. Cox on the “Louisiana-Texas Frontier” 
in the Qy. of the Texas State Hist. Assn., July, 1906, and in the Qy. of the South- 
western Hist. Assn., for July and October, 1913. F. A. Ogg, Opening of the Missis- 
sippi, 531, gives a bibliography. 

The contention of Adams, Channing and ‘ottiets that this country was the 
recipient of stolen goods—“the immorality of receiving stolen goods from the 
greatest cutthroat of modern times”—is characterized as “sheer nonsense” by Dr. 
Jchn H. Latané in his recent American Foreign Policy, 112, Cf. W. F. Johnson, 
America’s Foreign Relations, 1, 249, who accepts the view criticised by Latané. All 
students and writers on this subject ‘owe a debt to the work of Barbé Marbois, 
.Histoire dela Louisiane (Paris, 1829). Translation (Phila., 1830). . 


the 

¥ +S 


190 The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 


In the Treaty of April 30, 1803, by which the province of 
Louisiana was ceded by Napoleon to the United States, reference 
is made to two particular Conventions, to be ratified in the same 
form and at the same time as the Treaty (Article 9). One of 
these Conventions had as its purpose to “provide for the pay- 
ment of debts due the citizens of the United States by the French 
Republic prior to the 30th of September, 1800 (le 8 Vendémiaire 
an 9)”. Of the purchase price agreed upon in consideration of 
the transfer of the said province,—namely $15,000,000 
(80,000,000 francs), the sum of twenty million francs or $3,- 
750,000 was retained by the United States Treasury for reim- 
bursing in specie those American citizens for depredations 


committed upon their commerce during the time when these two . 


countries were virtually though not officially at war. According | 
to Marbois the manner of making payment at first presented 
difficulties. It seemed natural that the French Treasury, which 
was the debtor, should, after having acknowledged the debt 
acquit it with the twenty million francs. On the other hand, 
the American creditors being better known in their own country 
than they could be in France, the disputes among the claimants 
might be more easily settled before their own tribunals. It ap- 
peared more convenient that the respeetive governments should 
name commissioners who should examine each particular debt, 
and then leave the payment to be afterwards made by the Treas- 
ury of the United States. The twenty millions thus employed 
were estimated at a much higher price than the sixty millions 
received by the French Treasury (Mettaient un plus haut prix au 
20 millions ainsi employes qu’ aux 60 qui furent verses dans le 
trésor de la France). 

The significance of this last statement is made clear by 
reference to the words of Marbois. According to this authority 
the third convention, just in its object, was, moreovor, connected 
with the treaty of cession by a great political interest, which 
was to remove every cause of discontent between the two nations 
and extinguish that animosity that always arises from the refusal 
to acquit a legitimate debt. The time sometimes arrives when a 
nation repents not having seasonably done an act of justice, 
which costs dearer when it is obliged to repair the omission. The 
relations of amity and good faith, which are not deferred till the 
moment of danger lay the foundation of lasting confidence be- 
tween the nations. Those who were well aware of having a 
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perfectly good understanding between the two countries, there- 
fore estimated at a much higher price the twenty millions 
allocated to the settlement of the claims than the sixty millions 
which were received by the treasury of France.? 

Two leading American historians,—Henry Adams and Ed- 
ward Channing—have commented in severe terms upon the 
Claims Convention and the later history of the claims. The 
former contends that the legitimate claims of American citizens 
against France amounted to many million dollars; that certain 
favored claimants received three million seven hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars less their expense, which reduced the sum about 
one half. According to this eminent authority the Claims Con- 
vention was a “scandalous failure,” while Livingston’s diplo- 
matic career ‘“‘was poisoned by quarrels over this money.’? Pro- 
fessor Channing states that no claimants were fully paid; some 
were half paid, and others were not paid at all. That is, the 
United States obtained Louisiana “by casting to three of the four 
winds of Heaven the righteous claims of its own citizens on 
France.’* Suffice it to note, in this connection that, according 
to Treasury officials, the sum of $3,747,268.98 has been actually 
disbursed by this government. It is with the other Convention 
however, in which provision is made for the manner in which 
payment should be made for the ceded province, that this study 
is more immediately concerned. 

The first article of the Convention under consideration 
provided that there should be paid to the French government 
the sum of 60,000,000 francs. The second stipulated that in con- 
sideration of the payment of this sum, there would be created 


by the United States of America a Stock of $11,250,000 bearing - 


interest at the rate of six per cent per annum. The interest was 
to be paia semi-annually at London, Amsterdam or Paris at the 
rate of $337,500 each six months. That is, the sum of $675,000 
was to be paid yearly. Under the terms of the Convention the 
principal of the Stock was made reimbursable (remboursé) in 
four equal instalments in 1818, ’19, ’20, ’21 in sums of not less 
than three million dollars each. As a matter of fact, as will be 
set forth later, all of the Stock or “bonds,” as the issue was 
designated by the Treasury department, was redeemed between 
*Histoire de la Louisiane, 330. 3 


‘History of the United States, 46-50. 
‘History of the United States, iv, 231, note 2. 
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the years 1812 and 1823. By a subsequent agreement made 
between Messrs. Alexander Baring,—the attorney who repre- 
sented the two financial houses that acquired the Stock—and 
Albert Gallatin, the annual installment to be discharged was 
fixed at one-fourth part of $11,250,000, the first installment to 
begin only fifteen years after the 2lst of October, 1803. The 
dollar was recognized as the standard monetary unit of the 
United States, and was regarded as equivalent in value to 5.333 
francs or 5.8 Livres Tournois. The franc was thus worth 18.75 
cents in American money. The interest was to run from the 
date of the transfer of the province. The information as to this 
historic date, it may be noted, was supplied by President Jeffer- 
son, in response to a letter from Gallatin seeking the date for 
the benefit of Joseph Nourse, the register of the Treasury. Gal- 
latin stated that his source of information as to the date was 
derived from a copy of the “Mississippi Messenger,”’ published 
at Natchez. 


It was provided furthermore that should the French 
government desire to dispose of the said Stock, the transaction 
relating thereto would be conducted in the manner most favor- 
able to the credit of the United States (de la maniére la plus 
favorable au crédit des états unis). 

Livingston and Monroe, the American ministers, having 
recommended to Marbois the firms of Baring and Company, of 
London and Hope and Company, of Amsterdam, as proper and 
competent to conduct the financial operations looking to the con- 
summation of the purchase, the French minister eagerly accepted — 
this selection as being, in his opinion, as well as in theirs, mu- 
tually advantageous. The prominent part played by these firms- 
in carrying out the details incident to the financing of the pur- 
chase is an early, though only one of the notable achievements 
of a long and honorable career in the world of finance.’ Alex- 


‘For Sir. Francis Baring, the founder of the eminent house of Baring Brothers 
-and Company, see Dict. of Nat: Biog. Alexander Baring, his second son, married a 
daughter of William Bingham, United States Senator. He is best remembered in 
American history in connection with the Webster-Ashburton treaty of 1842. 

_ The original founders of the house of Hope and Company were Messrs. Adrian 
and Thomas Hope who were in business in Rotterdam at the beginning of the 
eighteenth century. Between 1750 and 1760 they removed to Amsterdam, and 
commenced business in that city in the year 1763. Messrs. P. C. and S. P. Lla- 
‘bouchere were partners of the firm of Hope and Company in 1803. This firm held at 
one time 9042 Louisiana State Bonds of a face value of $4,018,626,48, a part 
of an issue made in aid of the Citizens Bank. These were funded in Consolidated 
Bonds under the act of January 1, 1874. La. Reports, 41 An., 535; 42 An., 647; 
43 An., 738; 47 An., 551; 108 An., 315, 340-341... Pest ‘ate 
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ander Baring (later ‘Lord Ashburton) was duly invested with 
powers of attorney by the two above mentioned houses for enter- 
ing into negotiations with the seller and the purchaser. 


_ Before setting forth the successive steps taken in connec- 
tion with these negotiations, it will be of interest to digress 
for a moment and to note the comment of one of the leading 
participants in the series of events connected with the financ- 
ing of the purchase, upon the significance of the choice of agents 
selected for that purpose. According to Marbois, writing some 
twenty-six years after the historic events in which he took 
such a prominent part, war between France and England could 
no longer be doubtful; moreover no French banker was willing 
to be the medium of so considerable a pecuniary transaction. 
On the other hand the American ministers were very desirous 
that the payments should be made through the medium of the 
two above mentioned firms, considered at that time the most 
stable financial houses in Europe. These two eminent houses 
were by no means averse to reaping the profits disdained by the 
French bankers. Nor did the First Consul perceive any incon- 
venience consequent upon the choice of rival financial firms. 
The British ministry, on its part, notwithstanding the certainty 
of war, saw without regret an English house undertake so 
profitable a negotiation.°® | 


It is now in order to examine the nature of the Engagement 
subscribed by Alexander Baring, the attorney (le fondé de pou- 
oir) for Messrs. Baring and Company and for Hope and Com- 
pany relative to the negotiation of the American Stock amount- 
ing to $11,250,000... The preamble of this document after alluding 
to the conditions set forth in the Convention of April 30, 1803, 
states that the said attorney, on behalf of the two firms he 
represented, proposes to the minister of the Public Treasury 
of France to buy the said Stock subject to the conditions here- 
inafter described. By the authority of the French Government 
there shall be transferred directly to the houses of Hope and 
Baring, or to such other person or persons as they may designate 
the American Stock of the amount mentioned above. The said 
bankers are moreover to be substituted for the French Govern- 
ment in its right of property in said Stock, and in general are 
to enjoy all rights resulting from the Convention between the 


*Marbois, op. cit., 330-331. England declared war upon France May 18, 1#0¢. 
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two governments. By the second Article the American Govern- 
ment is authorized to deliver directly into the hands of the 
attorney of the bankers certificates of stock to the amount of 
$3,750,000, this being one-third of the stock to be created in 
the sum of $11,250,000. Certificates for the remainder ($7,- 
500,000) shall be sent by the United States Government to their 
minister plenipotentiary at Paris to be held by him on deposit 
subject to certain conditions (Article 2 of the Engagement). 
By the third Article of the Engagement the bankers obligate 
themselves for the total and complete payment to the Public 
Treasury of France of the Stock of $11,250,000, reserving to 
themselves the interest and benefits resulting therefrom in 
consideration of the payment of fifty-two million francs in the 
following proportions: six million francs within thirty days 
following the receipt at Paris of official information to the effect 
that delivery of the stock to the amount of the first one-third 
has been made in America, and that shipment has been made to 
France of the remaining two-thirds. The sum of two million 
francs shall be paid each month following the thirtieth day 
designated for the payment of the first six millions until the 
completion of the payment of the said fifty-two millions. The 
payment of the two millions each month shall be made in four 
equal installments of 500,000 francs at intervals of seven and 
eight days. The securities designated for the payment of the 
aforesaid sum of 52,000,000 francs were to be in the form of 
notes or drafts, with coupons suited to effect the payments, as 
follows: 


*‘London, the 3d of May, 1803. 
On day of the month of............ fixed, pay by 
this First of Exchange, to the oraey of ourselves, at Paris, the 
Charge to our account following advice.” 
(Signed) Baring & Co. 


| Accepted. 

M. M. Hope & Co. Hope & Co. 

Amsterdam Endorsed 
Payable in Paris. Baring & Co. 


These unfilled dates are referred to later by Gallatin: in 
a letter to President Jefferson. 
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On the arrival of the official notice, referred to in the third 
Article, the minister of the United States at Paris was to remit 
to the minister of the Public Treasury of France seventeen 
million five hundred thousand francs in notes or bills of exchange 
of the earliest maturities, reserving on deposit the surplus of 
the said notes as well as two-thirds of the certificates of stocks 
amounting to $7,500,000. One month before the last maturity © 
of the first bills issued, the minister of the United States should 
remit to the minister of the Public Treasury of France seven- 
teen million francs of the bills on deposit, the first to mature, 
and to the attorney of the bankers, Hope and Baring, one-half 
of the certificates of stock oh deposit, amounting to $3,750,000. 

_ The surplus of the said bills on deposit amounting #0 seven- 
teen million five hundred thousand francs, were to be placed at 
the disposition of the minister of the Public Treasury one month 
before the last maturity of the second delivery that shall have 
been made; and the second half of the certificates on deposit and 
forming the complement of the American stock, was to be re- 
mitted at the same date to the representatives of the said bankers. 

For the sake of clearness the substance of the above para- 
graphs may be presented in tabular form somewhat as follows: 


Converted at 5,333 francs to the dollar........ 60,000,000 frs. 
To remit earliest maturities on arrival of official 
To remit one month before last maturity of first : | 
Surplus placed at minister’s ‘disposition 17,500,000 “ 
To reserve on deposit of official notice ....... $ 7,500,000 
To remit one month before last maturity of first 7 
To remit one month before last maturity of sec- | 
ond: delivery of other hhalf:..... 3,750,000 
Dotal.senk te. $ 7,500,000 
Delivered to Alex. Baring by receipt dated Jan. | 


Total issue of Stock ............... $11,250,000 
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By the last Article save one of the Engagement it was 
stipulated that if the Public Treasury of France should require 
that the bills be discounted, it should propose by preference to 
the representative of the bankers interested, that he take over 
the negotiation at a rate of discount of two per cent. 


The above agreement was signed by Alexander Baring and 
Barbé Marbois, and was duly approved by the First Consul, by 
Hugues B. Maret, secretary of state, by Ch. M. Talleyrand, 
Dhermany, and by Livingston and Monroe. | 

On the 14 Floréal of the 11th year of the Republic Marbois 
wrote Livingston and Monroe asking them to take cognizance 
of the proposals annexed for the most proper execution of the 
Convention. To this the American ministers replied under date 
of May 28, 1803, to the effect that they found nothing in the 
contract submitted which had been entered into between the 
minister of the French Republic and the houses of Hope and 
Baring repugnant to the interests of the United States. 


On the 18 Prairial of the 11th year of the Republic Mar- 
bois informed Gallatin that the acts, treaties and conventions 
relating to the cession of Louisiana, together with the originals 
bearing the ratification of the First Consul were being sent by 
the same vessel to Citizen Pichon.? Alexander Baring, upon his 
arrival in the United States would acquaint the American Sec- 
retary of the Treasury with the articles agreed upon; neverthe- 
less a copy of his submission, approved by the First Consul, was 
included in the communication of the French minister. The 
request was made that the government of the United States 
would arrange everything in relation to the execution of the 
Convention: as speedily as possible after the arrival of Mr. Bar- 
ing. An immediate reply was asked for, with two or three 
copies of Gallatin’s answer to be sent by several vessels. 

By a subsequent agreement entered into between Gallatin 
and Alexander Baring, dated December 22, 1803, it was stip- 


ulated that the amount of the stock to be created should be 


discharged by the United States in four annual installments of 
not less than one-fourth part of the total,—to-wit, $11,250,000, 
the first installment to commence fifteen years after the 21st 


of October, 1803. 


TAndré Louis Pichon was a French diplomat who was born about 1771 and died 
in 1850. A full and interesting description of his life may be found in Didot’s | 
Nouvelle Biographie Universelle.”’ 
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On January 16, 1804, Jefferson wrote Gallatin reciting the 
Act of Congress of November 10, 1803 (2 Statutes, 245) which 
authorized the creation of the Stock to the amount of $11,250,000, 
and directing him to deliver to the French Government or to its 
assignees the certificates of said Stock constituted in Spueenmity 
with the Convention of April 30, 1803. 


On the same date as Jefferson’s letter to Gallatin, the latter 
formally directed Joseph Nourse, register of the Treasury to 
deliver to Alexander Baring certificates of said Stock to the 
amount of $3,750,000, and to transmit the remaining two-thirds 
to the American minister at Paris. Credit to the proprietors 
of said Stock was to be entered on the books of the Treasury 
in like manner as for the domestic funded debt. It will be 
recalled that delivery was to be made within three months at 
most after the exchange of ratifications of the Treaty and after 
Louisiana “shall be taken possesseion of in the name of the 
Government of the United States.” Jefferson informed Con- 
gress on October 21st that ratifications had been duly exchanged. 

In accordance with the request of the representative of the 
two financial houses, the certificates to the amount of $11,250,000 
were issued in six lots, totalling 5071 certificates as follows: 


_ In the name of Lot Cert. Amt. 


Hope and Co.; Raymond and 1 A 800 $ 1,250,000 
Theo. de Smith; William and 


John Willink of Amsterdam, 1 B 730  $ 1,750,000 


assignees of Hope and Co., 
and F. Baring and Co., or 
their assigns. | 

F. Baring and Co., of London, eS 1081 $ 2,500,000 
Merchants. | 

F. Baring and Co., Hope and 


Co., Amsterdam D 1110 $ 2,000,000 
— E 800 $ 2,000,000 
$ 1,750,000 


1 

| | 1 

1 
6 5071 $11,250,000 


Totals 


Interest upon the allotments designated A, B and D was 


payable at Amsterdam; that upon the allotments designated C, 
E and F was payable at London. | 
As has been noted Alexander Baring gave his pesca for 


one third of the stock—$3,750,000 on January 16, 1804. The 
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certificates for $7,500,000, the remainder of the sum of the said 
stock, were to be sent by the American Government ‘to its min- 
ister at Paris to be held by him on deposit. It was the original 
intention of the Treasury department to have the stock carried 
to Paris by John Harvie, the President’s private secretary. This 
being found impracticable, J. B. Nicholson, a midshipman in the 
American Navy, receipted for the remaining two-thirds on Jan- 
uary 20, 1804, engaging to deliver the same to Lieutenant James 


T. Leonard, U. S. N., at New York for transmission to Living- 


ston at Paris, or to take it there himself. On February 7, 1804, 
Gallatin instructed the register of the Treasury to advance Nich- 
olson the sum of forty dollars for his expenses to New York. 
A similar sum was to be paid him by the collector of that city 
upon his return in case he should not go himself to Europe. The 
said stock was duly delivered to Leonard at New York on Feb- 
ruary 13, 1804. He in turn delivered the same to Livingston 
on April 25, 1804. The latter’s subsequent delivery of it to Hope 
and Company is mentioned in 4@ letter of Marbois addressed to 
that firm under date of April 28, 1804. In this communication 
the French minister officially grants a complete discharge to the 
houses of Hope and Company and the Baring Brothers of their 


obligations to the Public Treasury and of everything pertaining 


to the price of the American stock, which had duly become their 
property. On the other hand the Public Treasury in like manner 
was discharged of its obligations to these two banking houses. 


- Thus the American stock became the property of these houses. 


by means of the payments which they had made to the Public 
Treasury for the amount of their letters of exchange, which let- 
ters were surrendered to them duly receipted. 


It only remains to note that the stock in question, having 
been sold at par, the final redemption of the same by the Treas- 
ury of the United States took place on October 23, 1823. The 
periods of redemption, together with the respective amounts re- 
deemed are set forth in the following statement furnished by 
the Treasury Department: 


‘John Harvie was born in Scotland (date unknown), and died in Richmond, 
Va., February 6, 1807. He emigrated to Virginia in early manhood. He was a 
member of the Virginia Convention of 1775-1776; elected member of the Continental 
Congress, May 22, 1777; commissioned Secretary of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 


May 19, 1788. 
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ISSUES 
Calendar Year lst Quart. |2nd Quart.| 8rd Quart.| 4th Quart. Total 
Redemptions 
$ 14,800.00] 617,000.00 631,800.00 
144,800.00 21,675.00} 189,970.08) 1,114,613.64 1,471,058.72 
190,015.50} 631,998.00} 384,320.00 564,840.28 1,771,173.78 
| | 2,500.00 2,500.00 
$11,250,000.00 


If any inferences may be drawn from the tone of the cor- 
respondence between the French and American negotiators who 
conducted the financial transactions described above, it would 
seem that a spirit of marked harmony and good will character- 
ized these negotiations. Marbois records that the United States 
kept their engagements with a punctuality that would have done 
honor to banking houses with the highest credit. And that as 
a result of the confidence inspired in their good faith, the bankers 
made all the advances asked of them without exacting extra- 
ordinary profits, and at ordinary rates of interest. Monroe 
observed that this was of great service to his country in the 
conduct of the nevotiations.°® 

It will be noted that the bankers reaped the handsome profit 
of eight million francs as their compensation for services ren- 
dered in financing the purchase. No warrants were issued for 
the payment of any money to France on account of the Louisiana 


purchase. The interest paid on bonds issued amounted to $8,- 


535,625.34; the discount on bonds purchased amounted to 
$8,257.00 ; and commissions paid to brokers amounted to $3,235.25. 
The discount saved lesg,the commission paid was therefore $5,- 
021.75. The total cost of the great purchase, including the sum 


*Marbois, op. cit., 331-333, 470-471. Monroe’s estimate of Marbois deserves to 


be cited: “La conduite de M. Barbois dans toute la marche de cette negotiation, ~ 


fut liberale, candide et belle, indiquant un sentiment tres-amical pour les Etats— 
Unis et un vif desir de maintenir entre les deux pays les relations les plus bien- 
veillantes.” 
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paid American “a under the Treaty, was $23,527,872.57.»° 
As writers have pointed out, the purchase came at a for- 
tunate time.: For as a result of the European war customs 
revenue were pouring into the United States Treasury. At the 
close of the first year of peace Gallatin reported to Congress 
that from this source of revenue there had been derived $12,- 
280,000, a sum in excess of that accruing theretofore from all 
sources of revenue combined. The result was that on January 
1, 1803, there was a balance to the good of over $5,000,000. The 
expenditure for 1802, excluding interest on the debt, was only 
$3,737,000. By 1810 the net decrease of the debt was no less 
than $27,500.00, or counting in the money paid on account of the 
Louisiana purchase, $42,500,000.1: It seemed one of the ironies 
of history that a special strain should have been put upon the 
Treasury during the administration of a Secretary intent upon 
the reducton of the national debt. As is well known Gallatin 
had little regard for a sinking fund. He proposed to meet the 
outlay occasioned by the purchase by a temporary loan; he fur- 
thermore announced he would pay the claims out of the surplus 
revenue and that new bonds would postpone the payment of the 
debt only eighteen months. However the large revenue on hand, 
together with the economies in expenditure effected by him, made 
it possible to consummate the purchase from the sale of the new 
stock and from funds on hand, without resorting to a temporary 


- loan or even to new taxes. It is interesting to speculate what 


steps would have been taken by his great predecessor Hamilton 
in a similar emergency? and what would have been the reaction 
of the people of the United States had Gallatin attempted to get 
them interested by floating a popular loan? Accustomed as we 
are now to thinking in terms of huge figures relating to financial — 
matters, one is apt to forget that the lack of strong banking 
houses precluded the possibility of an adequate loan being handled 
by American financiers. Moreover to the men of that day the 
price of the purchase represented an enormous sum. This is 
shown by the fact that Federalist writerg gave free rein to their 
pens in depicting what a stupendous sum of money fifteen mil- 


lions of dollars was. One illustration made use of by them was, 


Information furnished by the Treasury Department. In a statement showing 
the cost of the territorial acquisitions of the United States, the amount of the 
interest paid on bonds is put at $8,221,589.48. This would make the total cost of 
the purchase considerably less than the figures given. 

1D. V. Dewey, Financial History of the United States, 121; Adams, op. cit.. 
II, 75, 77; Channing, op. cit., iv, 261-262. 
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that by stacking it up, dollar on dollar, supposing nine to make 
an inch, the pile would be more than three miles high!?? Not 
until the purchase of Alaska was a bargain of this nature to call 
forth such protest and ridicule. 


From the French point of view the amazing thing is that 
whatever may have been the motives of Napoleon in consenting 
to the cession of the province, he should have been willing to 
incur the great loss,—eight million francs—of discounting for 
cash.4* Looking back from the vantage point of the twentieth 
century upon the actors and incidents connected with “the great- 
est diplomatic success recorded in American history,” it was 
truly fortunate for the future destiny of the country, that men 
of such character, ability and vision were guiding the destinies 
of the young nation when the turn of events placed at their 
disposal the opportunity to acquire a domain imperial in extent 
and resources, and one whose subsequent development was to 
affect so profoundly the future history of these United States. 


123, B. McMaster, History of the People of the United States, II, 630. 


%’Adams, argues that money was not the primary consideration with Napoleon, 
and that his real reasons are not discernible (65). Channing dismisses the matter 
thus: “Napoleon, for reasons having nothing whatever to do with the United States, 
suddenly determined to get whatever he could for whatever title to Louisiana he 
had. He threw the province, so to speak, at Livingston, Monroe, Madison and 
Jefferson; and they share between them—equally—whatever credit there was in 
catching and holding it—this is all.” (iv, 319, note 2). 
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INTRODUCTION TO PAPERS RELATING TO THE 
LOUISIANA PURCHASE 


By R. W. COLOMB 


The papers following this introduction have been copied and 
translated out of a book entitled ‘“‘Papers Appertaining to the 
Purchase of the Louisiana Province, collected and edited by the 
U. S. Treasury Department in 1875, for use in the Centennial 
Exposition at Philadelphia.” An inquiry of the Superintendent 
of Documents and of the Treasury Department, failed to supply 
information as to how many copies were issued. We have found 
moreover, that there seems to have been two editions of the work. 
The earlier book contains about thirty-three photo-litographed 
sheets of documents, and the later book five additional papers 
not in the other book. The volume first mentioned was presented 
to the Louisiana Historical Society by the writer of this intro- 
duction, acting for Miss Emma A. Bourcier, at the meeting of the 
Society on December 19, 1926. The second book containing the 
_ five additional papers is in the Howard Memorial Library in 
New Orleans. The writer acknowledges the kindness and cour- 
tesy of Mr. R. J. Usher, Director of that institution in permitting 
the use of the additional papers for publication in the Quarterly. 


The two collections cover many documents, letters, etc., 
embracing apparently all the “Conventions” and engagements 
between the French Republic and the United States, including also 
the engagments between those countries and purchasers of the 
stock to be issued by the United States in payment of the Pur- — 
chase. We have listed below the several documents in chron- 
ological order, followed by the text of each paper in translation. 
A very interesting item is a letter from the French Treasury 
(Minstre du Trésor Public) to Hope & Company acknowledging 
payment in full of all obligations in reference to the “stock”—the 
purchase price. In his History of Louisiana, Mr. Marbois ap- 
plauds the punctuality of the United States in meeting its engage- 
ments as expressed in the terms of the obligation and he reiterates — 
the acknowledgment of satisfaction by payment of the same. 

The history of the copy of this book presented to the Lou- 
isiana Historical Society is briefly that it came into the possession 
of Richard W. Thompson, Esq., of Indiana, who was Secretary 
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of the Navy in the Cabinet of President R. B. Hayes in 1877; 
and became subsequently the property of Mrs. Charles Merwin 
(nee Mary Thompson), a sister of Bolivar Thompson, and of 
Mrs. T. C. W. Longmire, and a cousin of the Secretary of the 
Navy. After the death of Mrs. Merwin, her husband Mr. Charles 
Merwin, long connected with the Post Office Department at 
Washington, brought the book to New Orleans, and told Miss 
Emma A. Bourcier, of his belief that the Louisiana Historical 
Society woulld accept it as a record of great historical interest. 

Miss Bourcier was glad to donate it to the Society, to honor 
the memory of her mother, Mrs. T. C. W. Longmire, formerly a 
member of the organization. Accordingly, I presented it in her 
name at the general meeting of the body held at the Cabildo, on 
the 19th day of December, 1926. | 

Profiting by the suggestion made to me by the editor of the 
Quarterly to say something akout the contents of this book, I 
find that it contains copies of all the official papers referring to 
the Louisiana Purchase, and more especially concerning the 
financing and the payment of the price paid by the United States 
for the vast area then known as the Province of Louisiana. The 
First Consul of France had receded from his first price of one 
hundred millions of francs and these papers cover the agreed 
price of eighty millions for all of the land which France held in 
this of the universe. | 

This was in fulfillment of the treaty of April 3, 1803 (8 
Stat., 206), concluded by Jefferson with Napoleon Bonaparte, 
then First Consul of the French Republic. 

These papers trace the details of the bond (or “stock’’) 
issue that was created to effect the payment of part of the price, 
or $11,250,000. The papers also cover the agreement regarding 
the remainder of the purchase money ($3,750,000), retained by 
the United States to reimburse American citizens for French 
depredations on their Commerce, of which sum $3,747,268.98, 
was actually paid out. I have been asked whether these were the 
first securities put out by this government. They were not. 
There were several issues of stocks and certificates of indebted- 
ness by the United States Government prior to the Louisiana 
6% Stock issued under the provisions of the Act of November 
10, 1803 (2 Stat., 245). | 

In the publication ‘National Loans of the United States 
from July 4, 1776, to June 30, 1880”, prepared by Rafael A. 
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Bayley of the Treasury pennants and printed in 1882, there 
appears the following statement: 


“The mass of debt which devolved upon the United 
States, as an inheritance from the Continental Congress 
and the several colonies, engaged the attention of the 
national legislature soon after the adoption of the 
Constitution. The debt was very large and depreciated, 
and was still depreciating in value; but it was the price 
of liberty, and the payment of that portion of it con- 
tracted by national authority was made obligatory by the 
new Constitution. It was necessary, therefore, to provide 
for it, in some way, although the payment of even the 
interest seemed impossible in the exhausted condition 
of the country at that time.” 


Certain recommendations submitted to Congress by Alex- 
ander Hamilton in 1790 were adopted and embodied in the Act 
of August 4, 1790 (1 Stat., 138), under which certain loans were 
authorized, known as the “Six per cent, Three per cent and 
Deferred Six per cent Stocks of 1790.” The certificates issued 
under these loans appear to have been the first type of Securities 
put out by the United States. | 

It was not without surprise, that I learned that an English 
“merchant,” and a Scotch “merchant” residing in Holland, were 
the persons, who, in association, had furnished the money with 
which to buy the American Certificates (or “stock’) from 
France, paying fifty-two million francs for sixty million 
($11,250,000) the face amount of the “Louisiana 6% Stock,” 
given by the United States to France in payment for the Pro- 
vince under the act of November 10, 1803 (2 Stat., 245). 

| learned with satisfaction that Francis Baring & Co. still 
existed in business as Baring Bros. & Co., Ltd. at 8 Bishopsgate, 
E. C. 2, London, England, and that Hope & Co. continued 
(since 1760) to occupy a prominent position in the financial 
world in the opulent city of Amsterdam, that rugged offspring 
of the North Sea, whose bankers hold the securities of all nations, 
and that Mr. E. S. Labouchére, related to P. C. and S. P. 
Labouchére, formerly in partnership with Hope & Co., in 1803, 
was in business in the latter city. 

All of these have evinced the greatest interest in my work 
and were glad to hear that the contents of the papers relating 


1All these certificates were redeemed by the United States between the years 
1812 and 1823. 
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to the Purchase woulld be made available, and that they might 
read the chapter of history which they had helped to create. 

The papers passing between the parties, Governments and 
individuals are written in long hand, and those which are 
written in French have the most curiously formed characters 
and most baffling flourishes. Translating them was rather dif- 
ficult, because at times illegible, and the frequent use of the 
quizzing glass became imperative. 

The United States Treasury Department has shown a gen- 
erous interest and has on application furnished all details of 
payment of its obligation incurred in the vast land deal. - Eight 
and one-half million dollars was additionally paid as interest. 


The Guaranty Trust Company, and the Chase National 
Bank, kindly aided in the solving of the signification of technical 
or financial terms. 

Judge C. F. Claiborne, that “preux chevalier,” told of Hope 
& Co. purchasing $4,018,626.48 of Louisiana State bonds; and 
investigation confirmed this, as well as the litigation which 
followed, as reported first in the 41 Annual Report, page 535, of 
the Louisiana State Supreme Court decisions (1889), and in 
the final decision reported in the 108 Louisiana Reports, at 
pages 315 to 340 (1902). 

It became necessary to procure an “imprimatur”, for the 
use of these official documents. This I readily obtained. Next 
an understanding was reached between the editor of the Quar- 
terly and the writer for space for all these papers in its widely 
read pages. 

It is not in Colorado only, that supplicants believe that there 
is “‘Nil Sine: Numine.’’? 

What has been done, has not been sticibeisiaimalaad without the 
employment of time, and labor. Toil and patience on the part 
of the editor; the application of special and technical knowledge 
and historical contribution on the part of Dr. Winston, the 
accomplished Professor of History at N ewcomb, and my own bit 
has not been wholly negligible.*® 


*Motto of State of Colorado “Nothing without Providence.” 


*The Editor of the Quarterly would wish to alter this and to substitute that 
Mr. Colomb has devoted months of persistent industrious and intelligent labor to 
this task. Without his assistance these papers would never have reached the reader 
of the Quarterly. P. D. 
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Let us hope that in presenting these papers shaped in the 
editorial atelier, we have partially accomplished the purpose of 
presenting an authentic, complete and convincing record of a 
phase of the great purchase, consummated by actual transfer in 
the Sala Capitular, the Sala de Asambleas of the Louisiana 
Historical Society, at the Cabildo, at New Orleans, on the 20th 
of December, in the year 1803, in a setting worthy of the occa- 
sion.‘ | 


“Haec Olim Meminisse Juvabit.’’® 


As the foregoing resumé indicates my purpose has not been 
to write a history of the financing of the Louisiana Purchase. 
That story is better presented through the medium of the doc- 
uments themselves, and accordingly the reader will have the 
pleasure which I have enjoyed, of watching the growth of this 
first great financial underwriting of American securities from 
its preliminary stage to its culmination. In this respect the 
story is-unique; our research has not opened up any previous 
printed presentation of the documents nor have any of the writers 
on the Purchase tracked the details as they are presented in 
these documents and I should add with confidence, that the work 
as here presented will probably never be again attempted, for 
it is believed that the labor expended in the preparation of the 
papers for the Quarterly has exhausted all the known sources 
of information.*® 


I think it proper to close this paper with some notes on the 
famous persons whose names appear in the documents. Among 
them, Th. Jefferson, 3d President of the United States, the far- 
visioned statesman, purchaser of the territory, out of the heart 
of which “continent” was carved thirteen states: Louisiana, 
Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, North and South Dakota, 
Montana, Nebraska, Kansas, and the greater part of Wyoming, 
Colorado, and Oklahoma, an area which extended from the Mis- 


‘The History of the Cabildo, pp. 57-67, Louisiana Historical Quarterly, Vol. 3, 
No. 1, January, 1920; The Transfer, Publications of the Louisiana Historical So- 
ciety, Vol. 3, Part I, 1901, pp. 17-20; Vol. 3, Part 2, 1904, pp. 5, 57-9, 89, 96-114. 

‘To remember these things hereafter, will be a pleasure. 

‘My correspondence and enquiry has covered the Departments of State and 
Treasury, the Library of Congress, a number of the large financial institutions of 
America and the British and French Embassies. In France the Présidence du 
Conseil, Ministére des Finances and Banque de France. In London and Amsterdam, 
the houses of Baring and Hope. The resources of the Howard Memorial Library 
at New Orleans have been placed at my disposal, as well as the resourcefulness of 
its obliging staff. The Department of History of Mississippi has also helped me 
in my work. To all these helpers [ extend my thanks and appreciation. 
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sissippi westward to the Rockies, and from the Gulf of Mexico 
north to the British Dominions. Robert R. Livingston, accom- 
plished and subtle statesman who negotiated the purchase, 
American Minister to France. James Monroe, 5th President 
of the United States, American Minister to France, who aided 
Mr. Livingston in effecting the transaction. Promoter of the 
Doctrine which bears his name. Albert Gallatin, Eminent States- 
man, born in Geneva, emigrated to America in 1780, naturalized 
a citizen, appointed Secretary of the Treasury in 1801 by Jeffer- 
son, and continued in 1809 by Madison. In 1843 he became Pres- 
ident of the New York Historical Society. He was ranked by 
Judge Story side by side with Hamilton. Joseph Nourse, Regis- 
ter of the Treasury, born in London, emigrated to the United 
States in 1769, was Register from 1781 to 1829. 


Francois de Barbé (Marquis de Marbois). In 1780 was 
chargé d’affaires and Consul general to the United States. Was 
appointed by Bonaparte Director of the Treasury or Minister of 
Finance in 1801. It was he, who handled the French end of the 
transaction of the Louisiana Purchase. In 1828, wrote Histoire 
de la Louisiane. Mr. Marbois, by reason of his office as Ministre 
du Trésor Public, was peculiarly well fitted and informed to 
testify in the matter of the liquidation of the debt contracted for 
for the Purchase. His testimony in the form of letters addressed 
to Hope and Co., is most clear and convincing. 


When there is added to his admissions, the tableau furnished 


by the United States Treasury Department which shows in detail, 


the distribution of the payments made by it in the reimburse- 
ment of the entire issue of the stock aggregating the sum of 
eleven million two hundred and fifty thousand dollars (sixty mil- 
lion francs) there seems to remain no doubt of le fait accompli 
a la satisfaction réciproque des parties contractantes, to whom 


he gave “décharge entiére et compléte pour tout ce qui concerne © 


le prix du fonds Americain.” 


Hugues Bernard Maret, statesman and diplomat, eaters 
General, or Secretary of State, from 1880 to 1811. He had a 
large share of Napoleon’s confidence. Talleyrand, Perigord de, 
celebrated diplomatist. Proscribed by Robespierre, he had taken 
refuge in the United States. Appointed Minister of Foreign 
Affairs November, 1799. Upon learning of Napoleon’s death 
he is said to have exclaimed “Ce n’est pas c’est une nouvelle.” 
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Alex Baring, (1744-1848), the fondé de pouvoir, of the 
houses of Baring and of Hope, had the broadest sort of a man- 
date; he passed some of the earliest years of his life in the United 
States as a commercial representative of his father, Francis 
Baring. Through the influence of Sir Robert Peel, he was created 
Lord Ashburton in 1835. Because his: sentiments and ante- 
cedents were favorable to peace and conciliation, he was chosen 
to negotiate on the subject of the long disputed boundary between 
the state of Maine and the British Colonies. | 

Lord Ashburton with his suite spread a social charm over 
the city of Washington. | 

Thos. Sumter, a minister vat Brazil, was the last surviving 
general of the Revolution. 
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DOCUMENTS CONCERNING THE FINANCING OF THE 


II. 


ITI. 


VII. 


LOUISIANA PURCHASE BY FRANCE AND 


BY THE UNITED STATES 


CALENDAR OF DOCUMENTS PRINTED HEREWITH. 


Convention between the United States of America and 
- the French Republic, settling the method and de- 
tails of paying to the French Republic the sum 

of Sixty Million Francs. 


Convention between the United States of America and 

the French Republic arranging for the payment 

of debts due citizens of the United States by the 
French Republic out of the Louisiana Purchase. 


Contract between the French Republic and Francis 


Baring & Co. of London and Hope & Co. of Ams-. 


terdam for underwriting the stock to be issued by 
the United States in settlement of the Lousiana 
Purchase. 

General Power of Attorney to Alexander Baring from 
Francis Baring & Co. and Hope & Co. 

Correspondence between the French Treasury and Liv- 
ingston and Monroe submitting forms to be used 
in paying the installments. 


Approval by Livingston and Monroe of the contract | 


between the French Republic and the houses of 
Hope and Baring. — 


Barbe Marbois to Gallatin advising that the originals 


of the Treaties and Conventions exchanged with 
Livingston and Monroe, bearing the ratification of 
of the First Consul, have been sent to Pichon. . 


Procuration from Francis Baring & Co. to Alexander 
Baring for use with the United States. 

Alexander Baring requests the United States to issue 

the stock in certain designated amounts and to 
certain named persons. 

Gallatin directs the Register of the Treasury to comply 
with the request of Alexander Baring. | 

Jefferson’s Letter to Gallatin authorizing the issuance 
of the stock in payment of the Louisiana Pur- 
chase. 

Gallatin’s Letter to Nourse, Register of the Treasury, 
authorizing the delivery of the stock to Alexander 
Baring. 

Hope & Company’s Power of Attorney to Francis Bar- 
ing to act for them in the United States. 


| 
IV. 
VIII. 
| IX. 
X. 
xi; 
XII. 
XIII. 


1803, April 30 
Convention between 
the United States of 
America and the French 
Republic settling the 
method and details 

of paying to the French 
Republic the sum of 
sixty million Francs. 


The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 


Agreement between the United States and Francis 
Baring changing the terms of payment of the 
stock. 

Gallatin asks the President the date of the delivery of 
New Orleans for the purpose of filling the blanks 
to show the date interest shall start. 


Nourse to Pichon and Baring announcing readiness to: 
transmit the Certificates in such manner as they - 
desire. 

Alex. Baring and A. Pichon to Nourse, nations the — 
latter to transmit to the Minister of the United 
States in France, certain portions of the Certif- 
icates of stock. 

Gallatin to Nourse, regarding the method of dispatching 
the securities. 

Pichon to Gallatin consenting to the course indicated in 
the- preceding letter. 

Gallatin to Nourse substituting John B. Nicholson as 
messenger to carry the stock to New York. 
Receipt to J. B. Nicholson by James T. Leonard for 

Certificates to be transmitted to France. 

Receipt of Robert R. Livingston to James T. Leonard 
for the Certificates of stock. 

Discharge and Release of Hope & Co. and Baring & Co. 
by Barbe Marbois, Minister of the Treasury of 
France. 

Deposit of the Receipts of Livingston and Leonard by 
the Secretary of State with the Register of the 
Treasury. 


I. 


The president of the United States of 
America and the First Consul of the 
French Republic, in the name of the 
French people, in consequence of the 
treaty of cession of Louisiana, which 
has been signed this day, wishing to 
regulate definitely every thing which has 
relation to the said cession, have author- 
ized to this effect the plenipotentiaries, 
that is to say ; the President of the United 
States has, by and with the advice and 


consent of the Senate of the said States, nominated for their 
plenipotentiaries, Robert R. Livingston, minister plenipotentiary 
of the United States, and James Monroe, minister plenipotén- 
tiary and envoy extraordinary of the said United States, near 
the government of the French Republic, the citizen Francis Barbé 
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Marbois; who, in virtue of their full powers, which have been 
exchanged this day, have agreed to the following articles: 


Art. 1. The government of the United States engages to 
pay to the French government, in the manner specified in the 
following article, the sum of sixty millions of francs, independent 
of the sum which shall be fixed by another convention for the 
re song of the debts due by France to citizens of the United 

S. 

Art. 2. For the payment of the sum of sixty millions of 
francs, mentioned in the preceding article, the United States 
shall create a stock of eleven millions two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, bearing an interest of six per cent per annum, 
payable half yearly in London, Amsterdam or Paris, amounting 
by the half year, to three hundred and thirty-seven thousand five 
hundred dollars, according to the proportions which shall be 
determined by the French government to be paid at either place: 
the principal of the said stock to be reimbursed at the Treasury 
of the United States, in annual payments of not less than three 
millions of dollars each; of which the first payment shall com- 
mence fifteen years after date of the exchange of ratifications; 
this stock shall be transferred to the government of France, or 
to such person or persons as shall be authorized to receive it, in 
three months at most after the exchange of the ratifications of 
this treaty, and after Louisiana shall be taken possession of in 
the name of the government of the United States. 

It is further agreed, that if the French government should 
be desirous of disposing of the said stock to receive the capital 
in Europe, at shorter terms, that its measures for that purpose 


shall be taken so as to favor in the greatest degree possible, the — 


credit of the United States, and to raise to the highest price the 


said stock. | 
Art. 3. It is agreed that the dollar of the United States, 


specified in the present convention, shall be fixed at five francs 


3333 
or five livres, eight sous tournois. 
10000 
The present convention shall be ratified in good and due 
form, and the ratifications shall be exchanged in the space of six 
months to date from this day, or sooner if possible. 


IN FAITH OF WHICH, The respective plenipotentiaries have 


signed the above articles, both in the French and English lan- 

guages, declaring, nevertheless, that the present treaty has been 

originally agreed on and written in, the French language; to 
which they have hereunto affixed their seals. | 

Done at Paris, the tenth of Floreal, eleventh year of tke 
French Republic, (380th April, 1803.) | | 

| Robert R. Livingston, (L.S.) 
James Monroe, (L.S.) 
Barbé Marbois, (L.S.) 
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Declaration of In the name of the French people, the 
Bonaparte, First _ First Consul, having seen and examined 
Consul, preceding and the Convention concluded, decreed and 
incorporating the signed at Paris the tenth Floreal .year 


French text of the eleven (April 30, 1803) by the French 
Convention of April citizen, Barbé Marbois, Minister of the 
30, 1803, arranging Public Treasury by virtue of the full 
the method of Paying powers which have been conferred upon 
the purchase price of him to this effect, with Messrs. Robert 
Louisiana. R. Livingston, Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America, and 

James. Monroe, Minister Plenipotentiary and envoy extraordi- 
nary of the aforesaid States equally clothed with full powers, 
the terms of which convention are as follows: 

(The Convention is here copied in full and then the follow- 
ing is added): | 

Approved the Convention above in whole, and each article 
therein contained, declared that it is accepted, ratified, and con- 
firmed, and promise made that it will be inviolably observed. 
In faith whereof, these presents are given, signed, countersigned, 
and sealed, with the great seal of the Republic. At Paris, the 
second Prairial, year eleven of the French Republic (Twenty- 
second of May, eighteen hundred and three). 

Signed : Bonaparte 
By the First Consul 
The Secretary of State 
Signed: Hugues B. Maret 


The minister of 
foreign, relations | 
Signed: Ch. M. 
A true copy 
The minister of the Public Treasury 
(Signed ) Barbé Marbois. 


II. 
1803, April 30 The President of the United States of 
Convention between America and the First Consul of the 


the United States of French Republic in the name of the 
America and the French French people, having by a treaty of this | 
Republic arranging for date terminated all difficulties relative 
the payment of debts to Louisiana, and established on a solid 
due citizens of the foundation the friendship which unites 
United States by the the two nations, and being desirous, in 
French Republic out §§ compliance with the second and fifth 
of the Louisiana articles of the convention of the eight 
Purchase. Vendemiaire, ninth year of the French 

Republic (30th September, 1800), to se- 
cure the payment of the sums due by France to the citizens of the 
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United States, have vebieueabeedy nominated as plenipotentiaries 
that is to say: the President of the United States of America, by 
and with the advice and the consent of their Senate, Robert R. 
Livingston, minister plenipotentiary, and James Monroe, minister 
plenipotentiary and envoy extraordinary of the said states, near 
the government of the French Republic; and the First Consul, in 
the name of the French people, the citizen Francis Barbé Mar- 
bois, minister of the public treasury ; who after having exchanged 
their full powers, have agreed to the following articles: 

Article 1. The debts due by France to citizens of the 
United States contracted before the 8th of Vendemiaire, ninth 
year of the French Republic (30th September, 1800) shall be 
paid according to the following regulations, with interest at six 
per cent. to commence from the periods when the accounts and 
vouchers were presented to the French Government. 

Article 2. The debts provided for by the preceding article 

are those whose result is comprised in the conjectural note (a) 
annexed to the present convention, and which, with the interest, 
cannot exceed the sum of twenty millions of francs. The claims 
comprised in the said note which fall within the exceptions of 
the following articles, shall not be admitted to the benefit of 
this provision. 
. Article 3. The principal and interests of the said debts 
shall be discharged. by the United States, by orders drawn by 
their minister plenipotentiary on their treasury ; these orders 
shall be payable sixty days after the exchange of ratifications of 
the treaty and the conventions signed this day, and after posses- 
sion shall be given of Louisiana by the commissaries of France to 
those of the United States. 

Article 4. It is expressly agreed, that the preceding ar- 
ticles shall comprehend no debts but such as are due to citizens 
of the United States, who have been and are yet creditors of 
France, for supplies, for embargoes, and prizes made at sea, in 
which the appeal has been properly lodged within the time men- 
tioned in the said convention, 8th Vendemiaire, ninth year, (30th 
‘September, 1800.) 

Article 5. The preceding articles shall apply only, Ist, to 
captures of which the council of prizes shall have ordered res- 
titution, it being well understood that the claimant cannot have 
recourse to the United States, otherwise than he might have had 
to the government of the French Republic, and only in case of 
insufficiency of the captors; 2d, the debts mentioned in the said 
fifth article of the convention contracted before the 8th Ven- 
demiaire, an 9 (30th September 1800,) the payment of which 
has been heretofore claimed of the actual government of France, 
and for which the creditors have a right to the protection of the 
United States; the said fifth article does not comprehend prizes 
whose condemnation has been or shall be confirmed: it is the 
express intention of the contracting parties not to extend the 
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benefit of the present convention to reclamations of American 
citizens, who shall have established houses of commerce in France, 
England, or other countries than the United States, in partner- 
ship with foreigners, and who by that reason and the nature of 
their commerce, ought to be regarded as domiciliated in the places 
where such houses exist. All agreements and bargains concern- 
ing merchandise, which shall not be the property of American 
citizens, are equally excepted from the benefit of the said conven- 
tion, saving however, to such persons their claims in like manner 
as if this treaty had not been made. _ 

| Article 6. And that the different questions which may arise 
under the preceding article may be fairly investigated, the min- 
isters, plenipotentiary of the United States shall name three per- 
sons, who shall act from the present and provisionally and who © 
shall have the full power to examine, without removing the doc- 
uments, all the accounts of the different claims already liquidated 
by the bureaus established for this purpose by the French Re- 
public, and to ascertain whether they belong to the classes 
designated by the present convention and the principles estab- 
lished in it; or if they are not in one of its exceptions and on 
their certificate, declaring that the debt is due to an American 
citizen or his reperesentative, and that it existed before the 8th 
Vendemiaire, 9th year (30th September, 1800) the debtor shall 
be entitled to an order on the Treasury of the Unitd States, in 
the manner prescribed by the third article. 

_ Article 7. The same agents shall likewise have power, with- 
out removing the documents, to examine the claims which are 
prepared for verification, and to certify those which ought to 
be admitted by uniting the necessary qualifications, and not 
being comprised in the exceptions contained in the present con- 
vention. 

Article 8. The same agents shall likewise examine the claims 
which are not prepared for liquidation, and certify in writing 
those which in their judgment ought to be admitted to liquida- 
tion. 

Article 9. In proporation as the debts mentioned in these 
articles shall be admitted, they shall be discharged with interest, 
at six per cent, by the Treasury of the United States. 


Article 10. And that no debt shall not have the qualifica- 
tions above mentioned, and that no unjust or exorbitant demand 
may be admitted, the commercial agent of the United States at 
_ Paris, or such other agent as the minister plenipotentiary of the 
United States shall think proper to nominate, shall assist at the 
operations of the bureaus, and co-operate in the examination of 
the claims; and if this agent shall be of the opinion that any debt 
is not completely proved, or if he shall judge that it is not com- 
prised in the principles of the fifth article above mentioned, and 
if notwithstanding his opinion, the bureaus established by the 
French government should think that it ought to be liquidated, 
he shall transmit his observations to the board established by the 
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United States, who, without removing documents shall make a 
complete examination of the debt, and vouchers which support it. 
and report the result to the minister of the United States. The 
minister of the United States shall transmit his observations, in 
all such cases, to the minister of the treasury of the French Re- 
public, on whose report the French government shall decide defi- 
nitively in every case. 

The rejection of any claim shall have no other effect than 
to exempt the United States from the payment of it, the French 
government reserving to itself the right to decide definitively on 
such claims so far as it concerns itself. 

Article 11. Every necessary decision shall be made in the 
course of a year, to commence from the exchange of ratifications, 
and no reclamation shall be admitted afterwards. | 

Article 12. In case of claims for debts contracted by the 
government of France with the citizens of the United States 
since the 8th Vendemiaire, ninth year, (30th, September, 1800) 
not being comprised in this convention, may be pursued, and the 
payment demanded in the same manner as if it had not been 
made. 

Article 13. The present convention shall be ratified in good 
and due form, and the ratifications shall be exchanged in six 
months from the date of the signature of the ministers plenipo- 
tentiary, or sooner, if possible. 

In faith of which, the respective Ministers ennty 
have signed the above articles both in the French and Englis 
languages, declaring nevertheless. that the present treaty has 
been originally agreed on and written in the French language; 
to which they have hereunto affixed their seals. 

Done at Paris, the tenth of Floreal, eleventh year of the 
French Republic, 30th April, 1803. 

(Signed) Robert R. Livingston, (L.S.) 
James Monroe, (L.S.) 


Barbé Marbois, | (L.S.) 
1803, Engagement: Subscribed by Mr. Alex- 


Contract between the ander Baring attorney for Messrs. 
French Republic and Francis Baring and Co. of London and 
Francis Baring & Co. Hope and Co. of Amsterdam in relation 
of London and Hope to the negotiation of an American stock 
& Co. of Amsterdam amounting to $11,250,000. 
for underwriting the A Convention having been signed at 
stock to be issued by Paris, the 10th Floréal, year eleven (30 
the United States in April, 1803) between the French Re- 
settlement of the public and the United States of America, 
Louisiana Purchase. of which a certified copy is annexed, and 
by virtue of which, it has been agreed 
that $11,250,000 tier the total sum of a stock to be created, and 
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bearing interest at the rate of 6% per annum shall be delivered 
to France by the said United States conformably to the conditions © 
mentioned in the said convention, the undersigned in the name 
of Hope and Co., of Amsterdam and of Baring and Co., of Lon- 
don, for whom he has deposited the proper authority, proposes 
to the minister of the Public Treasury to buy the said stock, and 
in their names agrees to the following conditions: 
| Article 1. There shall be delivered to the representative of 
the houses of Hope and Baring an act of the French Government 
by which it agrees that the United States of America shall trans- 
fer directly to the bankers Hope and Baring, or to such other | 
person or persons as they may designate, the American stock 
amounting to $11,250,000. By the same act there shall be given 
to the said bankers the right to be substituted for the French 
Government in its right of property in the American stock, either 
the powers of designating such of the securities indicated in the 
Convention of the 10th Floréal, year eleven, or the interest on the 
stock to be paid, and in general for all those rights resulting 
from the said Convention. 

Article 2. The American government is authorized to de- 
liver directly into the hands of the attorney of the bankers 
ecrtificates of stock to the amount of three million seven hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars ($3,750,000), being one-third of the 
stock to be created in the sum of $11,250,000. The certificates 
for seven million five hundred thousand dollars ($7,500,000), 
representing the remainder of the said stock shall be sent by the 
United States government to their minister plenipotentiary at 
Paris subject to the conditions hereinafter set out. 

If the agent of the two houses obtains from the United 
States some change in the form of the certificates of stock to 
facilitate this operation, he shall nevertheless deposit the cer- 
tificates representing the stock in the proportion of the forms 
mentioned above. 

Article 3. The total and complete payment of the stock of 
. $11,250,000, shall be made to the public treasury of France by 
Hope & Co. and Baring & Co. who reserve to themselves the in- 
terest and benefits resulting therefrom in consideration of Fifty 
Two Million Francs (52,000,000) in the following proportions: 


Six Million Francs (6,000,000) within thirty days following 
the receipt at Paris of official information either by the minister 
of the Public Treasury, or by the attorney of the houses of Hope 
& Co., and of Baring & Co., or by either one or the other that 
delivery of the first one-third of the stock has been made in 
America, and that shipment has been made to France of the 
remaining two-thirds in conformity with the preceding article. 

Two Million Francs (2,000,000) each month that follows 
the thirtieth day designated for the payment of the first six mil- 
lions, until the completion of the fifty-two millions. 

It is expressly agreed that the payment of the two million 
each month, shall be made in four equal instalments of five 
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hundred thousand francs (500,000) each at intervals of seven and 
eight days. 

Article 4. The securities designated for the payment of 
the said sum of Fifty Two Million Francs (52,000,000) shall be 
notes or Drafts (“Billets ou Lettres de change”) or in Bills of 
Exchange in conformity with the models hereunto annexed, and 
with the coupons fit to effect the payments determined by the 
preceding article. | 

The Fifty two million francs in bills (effets) shall be de- 

posited without delay with the minister of the United States of 
America at Paris, but the dates of the maturities shall remain 
unfilled, and shall be fixed by the said minister in concert with 
the Public Treasury at dates corresponding with the arrival at 
Paris of the official notice mentioned in article No. 3. 
Article 5. On the arrival of the said official notice, the 
minister of the United States of America, at Paris, shall remit 
to the minister of the Public Treasury the Seventeen million 
five hundred thousand francs in notes or Bill of Exchange of 
the earliest naturities, and will reserve on deposit the surplus 
of the said notes, and the two thirds of the certificates of stocks 
amounting to $7,500,000. 

One month before the last maturity of the first Bills issued 

the minister of the United States will remit to the minister of 
the Public Treasury Seventeen million francs of the bills on De- 
posit, the first to mature and to the attorney of the Bankers, 
Hope and Baring, one half of the certificates of stock on deposit 
amounting to $3,750,000. : 
The surplus of the said bills on deposit amounting to Seven- 
teen million five hundred thousand francs, shall be placed at the 
disposition of the minister of the Public Treasury one month 
before the last maturity of the second delivery that shall have 
been made; and the second half of the certificates on deposit and 
making the complement of the American stock shall be remitted 
at the same date to the representative of the said bankers. 

Article 6. If the Public Treasury requires that it discount 
the bills payable or Letters of Exchange, placed at its disposition 
in execution of the preceding articles, it will before all others, 


Baring Companies to take over the matter at a rate of discount 
of two per cent per month. If they decline, the minister of the 
Public Treasury will be free to place the matter with any other 
banker whom he may choose. . 
Article 7. The undersigned, stipulating for themselves and 
the minister of the Public Treasury by his acceptance of the 
present propositions remain mutually bound for the execution of 
the negotiations for the total stock $11,250,000 under the condi- 
tions above set forth. 
Paris, the 12 Floréal, year eleven. 

Signed : Alex. Baring. 


propose by preference, to the representative of the Hope and 
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_ Read, approved, and accepted, the proposals above described 
for their full execution with the approbation of the Government. 
The minister of the Public Treasury. | 
Signed: Barbé Marbois. 
A True Copy: 
The eprer of the Public Treasury 
(Signed) Barbé Marbois. 


IV. 
1803, May 5-31 | No. 1. Full power of attorney, from us 
General Power.of the undersigned, unto Alexander Baring, 
Attorney to Alexander actually at Paris, for us, and in our 
from Francis names, and for our account in certain 
Baring & Co. and ~ commercial or banking operations known 
Hope & Co. to us, to treat, conclude, and contract 


with all persons. Without restriction 
in regard to the conditions: hereby ratifying and confirming all 
mae said attorney may do, in virtue hereof, as our own vail and 
ee 
Done in London this 3d day of May, 1803. 
Franc: Baring & Co. ee 


_ POWERS GIVEN BY THE House oF Hope AND Co. - 
No. 2. We the undersigned Hope & Co., by the present act, 


authorize Mr. Alexander Baring actually at Paris, to transact, 


contract on our account, and in our name separately, or jointly, 
with others, and with ‘each one as for his own account, and 


without any restriction regarding the nature, or the amount of 


the transaction; approving in advance and promising to ratify 


all that he may have already contracted for in our name at the 
time of the receipt of this power of attorney, and that which 
he shall contract for in the same manner as if we had acted 


in person. 


Done, sealed and signed in duplicate at Amsterdam the 5th 
Signed: Hope & Co. 


V. 


1803, Paris the 14 Floréal in the 11th year of 
Correspondence the Republic. ( 1803) 
between the French The Minister of the Public Treasury. 
Treasury and To Mess Livingston & Monroe, Minis- 
_ Livingston and Monroe ters Plenipotentiary of the United 
submitting forms to States of America. 
used in paying the Sirs: 
instalments. 


Article 1st. of the Convention, which 
I signed with you, on the 10th of last 
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February, provides that, there shall be paid to the French gov- 
ernment the sum of. Sixty Million (60,000,000) of francs... 

Article 2nd. recites that for that payment- there - shall be 
created by the United States, a stock of $11,250,000 bearing in- 
terest at 6 per centum; and in the event that the French govern- 
ment should wish to dispose of the said stock the operations that 
might take place concerning it would be conducted in the manner 
most favorable to the credit of the United States. 

‘The houses of Hope & Co. and Baring & Co. which you have 
designated to me, appear to me, as they do to you, to deserve the 
largest confidence. I congratulate myself to be able:on this oc- 
casion, to testify to my eagerness to concur in the choice that you 
believe to be mutually advantageous. | 

‘It remains for me to propse to you the “forms” re ait for 
the definite termination of the matter. 

I pray you to take cognizance of the proposals here unto 
annexed and to inform me if they appear to you most proper for 
the execution of the Convention. In the event that you would 
be satisfied, I beg of you to inform me of it in returning them to 
me, and this matter will be disposed of as promptly as it shall 
depend on me to do it. 

_ I pray you, Sirs, to accept the assurances of my distinguished 


consideration. 
Signed: Barbé 


~ 


Copy of the Form of Letters, or Drafts, or Bills of Exchange 
which should be furnished to the Public Treasury in execution of 
the engagement subscribed by Mr. Alex Baring, the 12th, Floréal, . 


year eleven. 
: London, the 3 May, 1803. 


On the—day of the month of—fixed, pay by this First of 

Exchange, to the order of ourselves in Paris, the sum of—. 
Charge to our account, following advice 

Signed: F. Baring & Co. 


M. M. Hope & Co. 


Amsterdam 


Payable in Paris 


Accepted 
Hope & Co. 
Signed 
F. Baring & Co. 
A true Copy: 


The minister of the Public Treasury 
Barbé Marbois 
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VI. 
1803, May 28 The undersigned Ministers plenipoten- 
Approval by Livingston tiary of the United States of America 
& Monroe of the have read with attention the contract 


contract between the proposed to be made between the Minis- 
French Republic and ter of the Public Treasury and the 
houses of Hope and houses of Hope & Baring, for the sale of 
Baring. the stock created by the late convention 

between the Republic of France and the 
United States of America. They find nothing in it repugnant to 
the interests of the said States, and join in their acknowledge- 
ments to the Minister of the Public Treasury for this communica- 


tion; they return the contract, and pray the Minister of the 


Public Treasury, to accept the assurance of their high considera- 
tion. 


Paris, 28th May 1803. Rob. A. Livingston 
| Jas. Monroe. 


Public Treasury 


Paris the 18 Prairial year 11 of the Republic. (........... 1803). 
Triplicate 
The minister of the Public Treasury. | 


VIL. 


To Mr. Gallatin, minister of the Finances of the United 
States. 
1803, Sir: 
Barbe Marbois to The acts, treaties, and conventions, in 
Gallatin advising that relation to the cession of Louisiana, are 
the originals of the addressed to Mess Livington and Mon- 


Treatries and roe, and the originals bearing the Ratifi- 
Conventions, exchanged cation of the First Consul, are sent by 
with Livingston and the same vessel to the citizen Pichon. — 
Monroe bearing the The execution of the acts in so far as my 
ratification of the ministry is concerned, obliges me to cor- 
First Consul have been respond with you, and I applaud myself 
sent to Pichon. that it is under cirsumstances equally 


advantageous for our two Republics. Mr. 
Baring will acquaint you with the articles, agreed upon; never- 
theless, as it is not likely that he will reach America as soon as 
the letter which I have the honor to write you does, I address to 
you a copy of his submission, accepted by me, and approved by 
the First Consul. 

I very much desire, on account of general conditions in the 
service with which I am charged, that the government of the 
United States will find it convenient to arrange everything in 
relation to the execution of the Convention, so that after the 
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arrival of Mr. Baring the matter may be consummated within the 
briefest delay. 

I ask your cooperation on this subject, limiting myself to tell- 
ing you that I shall be particularly sensible of your immediate 
and direct attention thereto. 

On account of the difficulties of communicating I beg of you 
to write me by several vessels, and to send two or three copies of 
the letters which you will honor me with. 

I beg of you sir, to receive the assurance of my distinguished 


consideration. 
Barbé Marbois. 


| VIII. 
1803, August 18 Whereas by an act of the Government 
Procuration from | of France, accompanying an engagement 


F. Baring & Co. to signed at Paris the second and third of 
Alex. Baring for use May last, between his Excellency Barbe 
with the United States. Marbois, minister of the Public Treas- 

ury, and Alexander Baring, for and in 
the name of Hope & Company of Amsterdam, and Francis Baring 
and Company of London a transfer is made to said houses, or to 


such person or persons as they might appoint, of Eleven million 


two hundred and fifty thousand Dollars Capital of a six per cent 
Stock to be created by the Government of the United States of 
America, pursuant to a treaty between the said States and the 
Government of France signed at Paris the thirtieth day of April 
last, and on the conditions therein stipulated. Now therefore 
we the undersigned Francis Baring residing in London do hereby 
constitute and appoint the above mentioned Alexander Baring 
of the City of London, our true and lawful attorney for us 


and in our name and on our behalf to act in America in every- 


thing relating to the aforesaid Contract to make and sign any 
engagement explanatory thereof with the Government of the 
United States, to fix on the places where Interest shall be paid 
agreeably to the Treaty—to design... the name or names to the 
credit of which the Capital shall be placed in the Books of the 
United States. To transfer and dispose of the whole or any part 
of the said Capital Stock, and receive any interest due thereon. 
To receive the Certificates, and generally to act for us in every 
respect. as fully and entirely as if we ourselves were personally 
present. Giving to our said attorney all the rights and privileges 
whatsoever granted to us, either separately or jointly with Hope 
& Co: by the contract before mentioned with power to substitute 
any other person or persons for all or any of the above purposes 
 —engaging to confirm and ratify, and to consider as our act 

and deed whatever may have been done in virtue of the preced- 
ing, and further binding for the due performance hereof our 
persons and Goods according to Law. 
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In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hand and 


seal this 12th day of August, One thousand eight hundred and 


three. 
Fran: Baring & Co. (Seal) 


Sealed and delivered, being 
first duly stamped, in the presence 


| Jas. Monroe 
Tho. Sumter 
IX. 
1803, Dec. 21 Whereas by virtue of a certain Agree- 


Alex. Baring requests ment entered into between the French 
the United States to Republic on the one part and Francis 


issue the stock in | Baring and Company of London and 
certain designated Hope and Company of Amsterdam by 
amounts and to Alexander Baring their Attorney on the 


certain named persons. other part, (a duly authenticated Copy 
of which agreement has been deposited 
with the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States,) the 
said Francis Baring and Company and Hope and Company have 
become proprietors of a certain Stock of the United States, 
amounting to Eleven millions two hundred and fifty thousand 
Dollars, the creation of which Stock has been authorized by an 
Act of Congress bearing date the tenth day of November last: 
Now in conformity with the provision of the abovementioned 
Agreement and by virtue of certain powers of Attorney to me 
given by Hope and Company of Amsterdam bearing date the 
twentieth day of July last, and by Francis Baring and Company 
of London, bearing date the twelfth day of August last, (which 
powers have been deposited with the Secretary of the Treasury 
aforesaid,) and in conformity with the abovementioned Agree- 
ment, I do hereby request that the Certificates of the Stock above- 
mentioned, may be issued in favor of the undermentioned persons | 
for the sums respectively annexed to their names, and also that 
the Interest accruing thereon may be paid at London and Am- 
sterdam respectively in the following proportion, that is to say, 


In the names of Hope and Company, 
Raymond & Theodore De Smith, and 
William and John Willink of Amsterdam, 
Merchants, Assignees of Hope and Com- 
pany and Francis Baring and Company, 
or their Assigns, the Interest whereof to 
be paid in Amsterdam, viz: 


190 Certificates of 200 Dollars each, is 
100 Certificates of 400 Dollars each, is 
100 Certificates of 600 Dollars each, is 
100 Certificates of 800 Dollars each, is 
100 Certificates of 1200 Dollars each, is 
150 Certificates of 2000 Dollars each, is 
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50 Certificates of 3000 Dollars each, is 
60 Certificates of 4000 Dollars each, is 
40 Certificates of 6000 Dollars each, is 


In the name of Francis Baring & 
Company of London, Merchants, the In- 
terest.whereof to be paid in London: 


50 Certificates of 100 Dollars each, is 
100 Certificates of 500 Dollars each, is 
50 Certificates of 800 Dollars each, is 
200 Certificates of 1000 Dollars each, is 
200 Certificates of 2000 Dollars each, is 
200 Certificates of 3000 Dollars each, is 
200 Certificates of 4000 Dollars each, is 
81 Certificates of 5000 Dollars each, is 


1081 


‘In the names of Hope and Company, 
‘Raymond and Theodore De Smith and 
William and John Willink of Amsterdam, 
Merchants, Assignees of Hope and Com- 
pany and Francis Baring and Company, 
or their Assigns, the Interest whereof to 
be paid in Amsterdam, viz: 


150 Certificates of 800 Dollars each, is 


150 Certificates of 1200 Dollars each, is 
200 Certificates of 2000 Dollars each, is 
70 Certificates of 3000 Dollars each, is 
60. Certificates of 4000 Dollars each, is 
100 Certificates of 6000 Dollars each, is 


730 


In the names of Francis Baring & 


Company of London, Merchants, and 
Hope & Company of Amsterdam, Mer- 
chants, the interest whereof to be paid 
in London, viz: | | 7 


200 Certificates of 1000 Dollars each, is’ 


200 Certificates of 2000 Dollars each, is 
200 Certificates of 3000 Dollars each, is 
200 Certificates of 4000 Dollars each, is 


800 Carried forward 
Brought forward 


In the names of ‘Hope and Company 
of Amsterdam, Merchants, and Francis 
Baring and Company of London, Mer- 
chants, the Interest whereof to be paid 
in Amsterdam, viz: 


100 Certificates of 
100 Certificates of 
100 Certificates of 
150 Certificates of 


200 Dollars each, is 
400 Dollars each, is 
600 Dollars each, is 
800 Dollars each, is 


5,000 
50,000 
40,000 

200,000 
400,000 
600,000 
800,000 


405,000 


120,000 
180,000 
400,000 
210,000 
240,000 
600,000 


200,000 
400,000 
600,000 


800,000 


20,000 
40,000 
60,000 
120,000 
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150,000 
240,000 
240,000 


1,250,000 


2,500,000 


A 3,750,000 


1,750,000 


2,000,000 


3,750,000 
3,750,000 


3,750,000 
3,750,000 
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250 Certificates of 1200 Dollars each, is 300,000 
150 Certificates of 2000 Dollars each, is 300,000 
80 Certificates of 3000 Dollars each, is 240,000 
80 Certificates of 4000 Dollars each, is 320,000 
100 Certificates of 6000 Dollars each, is 600,000 


2,000,000 


In the names of Francis Baring & 
Company of London, Merchants, and 
Hope & Company of Amsterdam, Mer- 
chants, the interest whereof to be paid 
in London, viz: 
100 Certificates of 1000 Dollars each, is 100,000 
100 Certificates of 2000 Dollars each, is 200,000 
100 Certificates of 3000 Dollars each, is 300,000 
100 Certificates of 4000 Dollars each, is 400,000 
150 Certificates of 5000 Dollars each, is 750,000 


550 1,750,000 3,750,000 7,500,000 


Dollars | 11,250,000 


Amounting to Eleven millions two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand Dollars, Three millions seven hundred and fifty thousand 
Dollars whereof are in conformity with the abovementioned 
agreement, to be delivered to_myself, and Seven millions five 
hundred thousand Dollars to be transmitted to the Minister 
_ Plenipotentiary of the United States at Paris. | 

Given under my Hand and Seal this twenty first day of De- 
cember One thousand eight hundred and three. 

Alex Baring. 


To the Honorable Albert Gallatin, 

Secretary of the Treasury of the United States: 

The several Certificates amounting to Three Millions seven 
hundred and fifty thousand Dollars being the first enumeration 
and designated in the within by the Letter A I have this day re-- 
ceived and have passed Receipts for the same to which this is a 
duplicate Receipt. 

Treasury of the United States (Registers Office). 

16 January 1804 
Alex Baring 


The several Certificates amounting to Seven Millions five 
hundred thousand Dollars being the second enumeration and 
designated in the within by the Letter B I have this day received, 
and have passed Receipts for the same and to which this is a 
duplicate Receipt, and do hereby promise to deliver the said Cer- 
tificates to His Excellency Robert R. Livingston, Minister Plen- 
ipotentiary of the United States at the French Republic at Paris 
or Minister for the time being and transmit a Certificate from 
the said Minister and which Certificate is to exonerate me from 
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the Receipts passed this day at the Treasury or to deliver the 
same to Lieut. Leonard of the Navy of the United States to be 
by him delivered in manner aforesaid. | 
Treasury of the United States. 
20 January 1804 
John B. Nicholson 


X. 
Gallatin directs the To Joseph Nourse, Register of the 
Register of the Treasury: 
Treasury to comply Whereas by an Act entitled “An Act au- 
with the request of . = thorizing the creation of a Stock to the 
Alexander Baring. amount of Eleven Millions two hundred 


and fifty thousand dollars for the pur- — 


pose of carrying into effect the Convention of the 30th of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and three between the United States 
of America and the French Republic; and making provision for 
the payment of the same,’ passed on the tenth day of November, 
one thousand eight hundred and three ‘“‘the Secretary of the 
Treasury is authorized to cause to be constituted Certificates of 
Stock signed by the Register of the Treasury, in favor of the 
French Republic, or of its Assignees, for the sum of eleven mil- 
lions two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, bearing an interest 
of six per centum per annum from the time when possession of 
Louisiana shall have been obtained in conformity with the Treaty 
of the thirtieth day of April one thousand eight hundred and 
three, between the United States of America and the French 
Republic, and in other respects conformable with the tenor of 
the Treasury may with the approbation of the President of the 
United States consent to discharge the said Stock in four equal 
annual instalments, and also shorten the periods fixed by the 
Convention for its reimbursement.” And whereas by virtue of 
an Agreement entered into between the French Republic on the 
one part and Francis Baring and Company of London and Hope 
and Company of Amsterdam, by Alexander Baring their at- 
torney on the other part (which Agreement together with a 
letter respecting the same from the Minister of the public Treas- 
ury of the said Republic to the Secretary of the Treasury of 
the United States, is hereunto annexed) the said Francis Baring 
and Company and Hope and Company have (as Assignees of 
the French Republic) become proprietors of the above mentioned 
Stock of Eleven millions two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
which Stock is to be delivered in the manner designated by the 
said Agreement. And whereas Alexander Baring duly author- 
ized to act for the said Francis Baring and Company and Hope 
and Company in everything relating to the said Agreement, 
as will more fully appear by the powers of Attorney to him 
given by the said Houses and hereunto annexed, has by an In- 
strument of Writing bearing the date the twenty first instant 


+, 
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and hereunto annexed, requested that the Certificates. of the 
Stock above mentioned should in conformity with the said Agree- 
ment, be issued in favor of the undermentioned persons, and 
for the sums respectively annexed to their names; and has also 
designated London and Amsterdam as the places, where pur- 
suant to the Convention aforesaid, the interest on the said Stock 


should be respectively paid that is to say, 


In the names of Hope and Company, 
Raymond and Theodore De Smith and 
William and John Willink of Amsterdam, 
Merchants, Assignees of Hope and Com- 
pany and Francis Baring and Company 
or their Assigns, Interest whereof to be 


‘paid in Amsterdam, viz: 


100 Certificates of 200 Dollars each, is 
Certificates of 400 each, is 
Certificates each, is 
Certificates each, is 
Certificates each, is 
Certificates each, is 
Certificates each, is 
Certificates each, is 
Certificates of 6000 each, is 


In the name of Francis Baring and 
Company of London, Merchants, Interest 
whereof to be paid in London, viz: 


50 Certificates of 100 Dollars each, is 
100 Certificates of 500 Dollars each, is 
50 Certificates of 800 Dollars each, is 
200 Certificates of 1000 Dollars each, is 
200 Certificates of 2000 Dollars each, is 
200 Certificates of 3000 Dollars each, is 
200 Certificates of 4000 Dollars each, is 
81 Certificates of 5000 Dollars each, is 


1081 


Brought forward 


In the names of Hope and Company, 


‘Raymond and Theodore De Smith and 


William and John Willink of Amsterdam, 
Merchants, Assignees of Hope and Com- 
pany and Francis Baring and Company 


or their Assigns, Interest whereof to be 


paid in Amsterdam, viz: 


150 Certificates of 800 Dollars each, is 
150 Certificates of 1200 Dollars each, is 
200 Certificates of 2000 Dollars each, is 
70 Certificates of 3000 Dollars each, is 
60 Certificates of 4000 Dollars each, is 
100 Certificates of 6000 Dollars each, is 


730 


20,000 


40,000 
60,000 
80,000. 
120,000 
300,000 
150,000 
240,000 


240,000 


5,000 
50,000 
40,000 

200,000 
400,000 
600,000 
800,000 
405,000 


120,000 
180,000 
400,000 
210,000 
240,000 


600,000 


1,250,000 


2,500,000 


1,750,000 


. 


3,750,000 


3,750,000 
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In the names of Francis Baring and 
Company of London, Merchants, and 
Hope and Company of Amsterdam, Mer- 
chants, the Interest whereof to be paid 
in London, viz: 


200 Certificates of 1000 Dollars each, is 200,000 
200 Certificates of 2000 Dollars each, is 400,000 
200 Certificates of 3000 Dollars each, is 600,000 
200 Certificates of 4000 Dollars each, is 800,000 2,000,000 3,750,000 
800 
In the names of Francis Baring and 
Company of London, Merchants and 
Hope and Company of Amsterdam, Mer- 
chants, the Interest whereof to be paid 
in London, viz: 
100 Certificates of 1000 Dollars each, is 100,000 
100 Certificates of 2000 Dollars each, is 200,000 
100 Certificates of 3000 Dollars each, is 300,000 
100 Certificates of 4000 Dollars each, is 400,000 7 
150 Certificates of 5000 Dollars each, is 750,000 1,750,000 
550 Carried forward 1,750,000 7,500,000 
| Brought forward | 1,750,000 7,500,000 
In the names of Hope and Company 
of Amsterdam, Merchants, and Francis 
Baring and Company of London, Mer- 
chants, the Interest whereof to be paid 
in Amsterdam. 
100 Certificates of 200 Dollars each, is 20,000 
100 Certificates of 400 Dollars each, is 40,000 
100 Certificates of 600 Dollars each, is 60,000 
150 Certificates of 800 Dollars each, is 120,000 
250 Certificates of 1200 Dollars each, is 300,000 
150 Certificates of 2000 Dollars each, is 300,000 
80 Certificates of 3000 Dollars each, is 240,000 
80 Certificates of 4000 Dollars each, is 320,000 
100 Certificates of 6000 Dollars each, is 600,000 
2,000,000 3,750,000 
1110 Dulilars 11,250,000 


And whereas the said Secretary of the Treasury has, with 
the approbation of the President of the United States agreed with 
the said Alexander Baring by an Instrument of Writing bearing 
date the twenty second day of December One thousand eight 
hundred and three and hereunto annexed, that the said Stock 
should be reimbursed in four annual Instalments. You are 
hereby directed to constitute Certificates of Stock to the amount 
of Eleven Millions two hundred and fifty thousand dollars bear- 
ing an interest of six per centum ver annum from the day on 
which possession of Louisiana shall have been obtained by the 
United States and in other respects conformable with the pro- 


ait 
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visions of the Convention, Act, Agreements and designations of 
persons and places above mentioned. And you are further di- 
rected not to deliver the said Certificates nor to enter on the Books 
of the Treasury credits to the proprietors of the Stock above 
~ mentioned, until you shall be authorized so to do by the Secretary 


of the Treasury. 
And for so doing this shall be your sufficient warrant. 
(Seal) In Testimony whereof I have hereunto subscribed 
Illegible my name and caused the seal of the Treasury to be 
affixed hereto this twenty fourth day of Decem- 
ber One thousand eight hundred and three. 
Albert Gallatin 


XI. 


1804, Jan. 16 To Albert Gallatin, Secretary of the 
Jefferson’s letter to Treasury of the United States: | 
Gallatin, authorizing Whereas by an Act passed the tenth 
the issuance of the cay of November in the year one thou- 
stock in payment of sand eight hundred and three, entitled 
the Louisiana “An Act authorizing the creation of a 
Purchase. Stock to the amount of eleven millions 

two hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
for the purpose of carrying into effect the Convention of the 30th 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and three, between the 
United States of America, and the French Republic; and making 
provision for the payment of the same,” it is, among other things, 
enacted “That for the purpose of carrying into effect the Con- 
vention of the thirtieth day of April, 1803, between the United 
States of America and the French Republic, the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause to be 
constituted Certificates of Stock signed by the Register of the 
Treasury in favor of the French Republic or of its Assignees, 
for the sum of Eleven Millions two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, bearing an interest of six per centum per annum, from 
the time when possession of Louisiana shall have been obtained 
in conformity with the Treaty of the thirtieth day of April, 1803, 
between the United States of America and the French Republic, 
and in other respects conformable with the tenor of the Con- 
vention aforesaid; and the President of the United States is 
authorized to cause the said Certificates of Stock to be delivered 
to the Government of France, or to such person or persons as 
shall be authorized to receive them, in three months at most 
after the exchange of ratifications of the Treaty aforesaid and 
after Louisiana shall be taken possession of in the name of the 
Government of the United States.” Now. therefore Be it Known, 
that, I, Thomas Jefferson. President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the power in me vested by the Act beforc 
recited, Do hereby authorize and require you, Albert Gallatin, 
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Secretary of the Treasury, to cause to be delivered to the Gov- 
ernment of France, or to such person or persons as have been 
authorized to receive the same, Certificates of Stock which have 
been constituted in conformity with the Convention of the thir- 
tieth day of April, 1803, between the United States of America 
and the French Republic. And for so doing this shall be your 
sufficient Warrant. 

_In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my 

hand at the City of Washington the sixteenth day of 

January one thousand eight hundred and four. 

| (Sgd.) Th. Jefferson 


(Seal) 

Illegible 

1804, Jan. 16 To Joseph Nourse, Register of the 
Gallatin’s letter to Treasury: 


Nourse, Register of the By virtue of the power to me given by 


Treasury, authorizing the foregoing warrant, and in conform- 
the issuance of the ity to the Agreement between the French 
stock in payment of Republic and the Houses of Francis 
the Louisiana Baring and Company and Hope and 
Purchase. Company, concerning the Stock to be 

created in pursuance of the Convention 
of the 30th of April, 1803, between the United States of America 
and the French Republic—I, Albert Gallatin, Secretary of the 


Treasury of the United States, do hereby authorize and require 


you, Joseph Nourse, Register of the Treasury to deliver to 
Alexander Baring, Attorney for Francis Baring and Company 
and Hope and Company Certificates of the stock which has 
accordingly been created, to the amount of three millions seven 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, being one third part of the 
whole of said stock; and to transmit the remaining two thirds 
of said Certificates, amounting to seven millions five hundred 
thousand dollars, to the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States to the French Republic: And I do further authorize and 
instruct you, to cause to be entered on the books of the Treasury 
credits to the Proprietors of said stock in like manner as for 
the present domestic funded debt, and in conformity to the 
provisions contained in the Act of Congress passed on the tenth 
day of November, 1803. And for so doing this shall be your 
sufficient warrant. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my 
hand and affixed the Seal of the Treasury this sixteenth 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and four. 

(Sgd) Albert Gallatin 
Secretary of the Treasury 


(Seal) 
Jllegible 


| 


y > 
| 
, 
4 


The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 
XIII. 


1803, July 20 Whereas wes an act of the Government 
Hope & Co.’s power of France accompanying an engagement 
of attorney to Francis signed at Paris the second and third day 
Baring to act for ' of May last, between His Excellency 
them in the Barbé Marbois, Minister of the Public 
United States. -. -. Treasury: ‘and Alexander Baring, for and 
in the name of Hope & Company of 
Amsterdam; ana hb Baring & Co. of London, .a transfer is 
made to said houses, or to such person or persons as they might 
appoint, of eleven million two hundred and fifty thousand Dollars 
capital of a six per cent stock to be created by the Government 
of the United States of America, pursuant to a Treaty between 
the said States and the Government of France, signed at Paris 
the thirtieth day of April last and on the conditions -therein 
stipulated. Now therefore we the undersigned Hope & Company, 
residing at Amsterdam, do hereby constitute. and appoint the 
abovementioned Alexander Baring of the City of London, our true 
and lawful attorney for us and in our name and:in our behalf, to 
act in America in every thing relating to the aforesaid contract, to 
make and sign any engagement explanatory thereof with the Gov- 
ernment of the United States; to fix on the places where interest 
shall be paid; agreeably to the Treaty. To designate the name or 
names to the credit of which the capital shall be placed in the 
Books of the United States. To transfer and dispose of the whole 
or any part of said capital stock, and receive any interest due 
thereon, to receive the Certificates, and generally to act. for us in 
every respect, as fully and entirely, as if we ourselves were per- 
sonally present. Giving to our said Attorney all the rights and 
privileges whatsoever granted to us, either separately or jointly 
with Francis Baring & Co., by the contract beforementioned, with 
power to substitute any other person or persons for all or any, 
of the above purposes, engaging to confirm .and ratify, and to 
consider as our act and deed whatsoever may have been done in 
- virtue of the preceding, and further binding for the due per- 
formance hereof, our persons and goods according to law. — 
Thus done in Amsterdam, in the presence of P. C. Heid- 
weiller, Notary Public, duly admitted and: sworn, this twentieth 
day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and three. 
3 (Sgd.) Hope & Co. 
(Seal) 


Signed, sealed and delivered 

in the presence of | 

(Sgd) P. C. Heidweiller, 
Notary Public 


(Seal) 
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I, Hermstend Damon Consular Agent of the U. S. of 
America, do declare that the abovementioned P. C. Heidweiller 
is a Notary Public of this City and that full faith and cerdit 
is to be given, to the above signature. 

: Amsterdam 20 July, 1803 
(Sgd) Hermstend Damon 


(Seal) 
American Consulate 

Amsterdam 
1803, Dec. 22 Whereas by an Act passed the tenth day 
Agreement between of November in the present: year, en- 
the United States titled “‘An Act authorizing the creation 


and Francis Baring of a Stock to the amount of eleven mil- 
changing the terms _—siiions two hundred and fifty thousand 
of the payment. ~-~_—_s dollars, for the purpose of carrying into 
of the stock. effect the convention of the 30th of 
_ April, one thousand eight hundred and 
three, between the United States of America and the French 
Republic; and making provision for the payment of the same,” 
it is among other things enacted—That the Secretary of the 
Treasury may, with the approbation of the President of the 
United States consent to discharge the said Stock in four equal 
annual Instalments. And whereas by two certain Powers of 
Attorney deposited in the Treasury Department, one thereof 
from Hope and Company of Amsterdam dated the 20th July, 
1803, and the other from Francis Baring and Company of Lon- 
don, dated the 12th August, 1803, it appears that Alexander 
Baring hath been duly authorized and empowered by the said 
Houses, as assignees of the French Republic, to consent and agree 
in their behalf to any modification of the Stock to be created in 
pursuance of the convention of the 30th of April, 1803, between 
the United States and the French Republic. Be it therefore 
known That Albert Gallatin, Secretary of the Treasury of the 
United States, by virtue of the provision contained in the Act 
before recited and by and with the approbation of the President 
of the United States, and the said Alexander Baring, in virtue 
of the powers in his vested—Do mutually agree and consent that 
the amount of the stock to be created as aforesaid shall be dis- 
charged by the United States in annual instalments of not less 
than one fourth part of said amount; the first of which Instal- 
ments will commence fifteen years after the twenty first day of 
October, one thousand eight hundred and three. 
In testimony whereof the said Secretary of 
the Treasury on behalf of the United States 
of America, hath hereunto subscribed his 
hand and affixed the Seal of the Treasury, 
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and the said Alexander Baring hath hereunto 
set his hand and seal the twenty second day 
we of December, one thousand eight hundred and 
Approved three. 
Th. Jefferson _. (Signed) Albert Gallatin 
Secretary of the Treasury 
(Signed) Alex Baring 


Gallatin asks the Dear Sir: 

President the date Mr. Nourse awaits for official infor- 
of the delivery of tion of the day on which possession of 
N. O. for the purpose New Orleans was obtained for the pur- 
of fillmg the blanks pose of filling the blanks left in the 
to show the date | certificates of the date from which they 
interest shall start. are to bear interest. 

Will you have the goodness to send 
him a memorandum to that effect by the bearer, as I =_— no 
evidence of the fact but a Natchez newspaper. 

Respectfully yours, 
“The Province was delivered Albert Gallatin. 
on the 20th of December,” | 
in, J.” 
(Envelope) 
Mr. Nourse. 


XVI. 


1804, Jan. 10 Gentlemen: 
Nourse to Pichon and In obedience of the Warrant of the 
Baring announcing Secretary of the Treasury, I am ready 
readiness to transmit to transmit in such manner as you may 
the certificates in be pleased to point out to the Minister 
such manner as they of the United States to the Republic of 
desire. France (Illegible*) certificates of the 
Stock of the United States enacted in 
conformity with the convention of the 30th day of April last, 
between the French Republic and the United States to the amount 
of 7,500,000 dollars being two thirds of the whole amount of the | 
P. Stock. (Joseph Nourse) 
To Lewis A. Pichon, Esq. | 
Chargé des Affaires 
of the French Republic 
Alex. Baring, Esq. 
Agent of Hope & Co., Merchants, Amsterdam 
Baring Co., Merchants, London. : 
*The date of and the. signature to this document is supplied by the editor, 
neither being given in our copy. This is done because the next document is the 


reply to this letter and establishes the missing date and signature as here given. 
| Ed. La. Hist. Qy. 
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XVII. 
1804, Jan. 10 In answer to your letter of this day we 
Alex. Baring and request that you will transmit to the 
A. Pichon to Nourse minister of the United States to the 
requesting latter to French Republic two thirds of the cer- 
transmit to the tificates of the stock created in conform- 
Minister of the ity with the conventions of the 30th day 
United States in of April last between the French Re- 
France certam, portions public and the United States amounting 
of the certificates to Drs. 7,500,000 by the first vessel 
of stock. belonging to or chartered by the United 


States which may be bound to France 
or any other safe opportunity. And you are requested to keep 


in the mean while the said certificates in your custody; it being 


understood and agreed that your delivery of one third of the said 
certificates, and the warrant of the secretary of the Treasury 
authorizing you to transmit the remaining two thirds are a ful- 
fillment of the engagement taken on the part of the United States 
by the said conventions to transmit the said stock within three 
months after the exchange of ratifications. 7 

I remain very truly Sir 

Your most obedt servt 


L. A. Pichon _ Alex Baring 


Joseph Nourse Esq. 
Register of the Treasury 


Washington 
XVIII. 
1804, Jan. 20 Treasury Department 
Gallatin to Nourse, 20th January, 1804. 
regarding the method Sir, 
of dispatchng The President of the United States 
the securities. having, i in order to secure the safe trans- 


mission of the Louisiana Stock to 
France, proposed to send it by Mr. Harvie, his private Secretary, 
who is, for that purpose, to take his passage on board of a 
provision. vessel chartered at Norfolk by the Navy Department; 


and, the Chargé d’affaires of the French Republic having ex- 


pressed his acquiescence in that arrangement, as will appear by 
the enclosed copy of his letter of this day, I have to request, 
that, having first caused the Certificates of the said Stock to be 
secured in boxes, covered with wrappers, and directed, under 
seal, to Robert R. Livingston, Minister plenipotentiary of the 
United States to the Republic of France, you will deliver the 
same to Mr. Harvie, taking the usual receipt of his delivering 
them to Mr. Livingston, or, to the Minister of Paris for the time 


being. 
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You will be pleased to acompany the Certificates with a 
letter of advice to Mr. Livingston, enclosing a schedule of the 
amount and numbers of the Certificates; and, it will be, likewise, 
proper that you should write triplicates of the same letter and 
Schedules, which you may send to the Office for the purpose of 


being transmitted. 
| I have the honour to be, 
respectfully, Sir, 
Your obed. & Hbl. Serv. 
Albert Gallatin. 

The original of Mr. Pichon’s letter is annexed instead of a 
copy, for the purpose of its being preserved with the other rng 
uments on the same subject. . 

The Register of ant | 
the Treasury. 


XIX. 

1804, Jan. 20 _ Georgetown 20th January, 1804. 
Pichon to Gallatin _— Sir: 

consenting to the | In answer to the letter with which 
course indicated in you have honored me yesterday inform- 


the preceding letter. ing me that the President of the United 
States proposes forwarding to France 
the two remaining thirds of the Louisiana Stock, by Mr. Harris 
(Harvie) his private Secretary, and also intimating a wish to 
ascertain whether this mode is agreeable to me; I beg leave to 
request you, Sir, to lay before the President my best and most 
respectful acknowledgment for a determination which while it 
ensures the transmission of the Stock cannot fail to be highly 
gratifying to the Chief Consul of France. Accordingly, Sir, 
I need not add that the mode proposed cannot but be extremely 
acceptable to me. 
. I have the honour to be with great respect and high consid- 
eration 
Sir, Your, most obedient most 
humble servant. 
L. A. Pichon 


Gallatin Secretary 


of the Treasury of the United States 


XX. 


1804, Feb. 7 Treasury Dept. 7th Feby., 1804. 
Gallatin to Nourse Sir, | 
substituting John B. It not being practicable for Mr. Har- 
Nicholson a messenger vie to go to France, the stock must be 
to carry the stock to delivered to John B. Nicholson a mid- 
New York. shipman in the navy who will receipt 
- for the same and deliver it to Lieut. of 
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the navy at New York, or if Lieut. Nicholson cannot proceed 
immediately to France, take his package himself and deliver said 
stock to the Minister of the United States at Paris. 


I will thank you- to advance to Mr. Nicholson, from the 
Treasury contingent fund, forty dollars for his expenses to New 
York. That advance shall be replaced from the appropriations 
which have been submitted to Soderens for the transmission of 
the Stock, or from that for miscellaneous claims. A similar sum 
will be paid by the collector of New York to Mr. Nicholson for 
his expenses on his return if he shall not go himself to Europe. 


I have the honour to be 
with respect 
Sir 


obedt. Servt. 
Albert. 


The Register . 
of the Treasury 
XXI. 

1804, Feb. 13 Received at New York, this Thirteenth 
Receipt to J. B. day of February, 1804, of John B. Nich- 
Nicholson by James olson Esq., Midshipman in the service 
T. Leonard for of the United States, Certificates of 
certificates to be Louisiana in 6 per cent Stock, to the 
transmitted to amount of seven Millions five hundred 
France. thousand Dollars, designated in the 


Schedules annexed to a Letter from the 
Register of the Treasury to Robert R. Livingston Esq., Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the United States at Paris, which Letter and 
Schedule, I do also acknowledge the Receipt of, and I do promise 
to deliver the said Seven Millions five hundred thousand Dollars 
to the said Minister Plenipotentiary at Paris, or to the Minister 
Plenipotentiary at Paris for the time being; and I also promise 
to transmit to the Secretary of the Treasury triplicate Receipt 
of the said Minister for the aforesaid Certificates to exonerate 
me from this acknowledgment. 

| James T. Leonard 


XXII. 


1804, Apnil 5 Received at Paris this twenty fifth day 
Receipt of Robert R. of April, 1804, of Mr. James T. Leonard 
Livingston to James T. Lieutenant in the service of the United 
Leonard for the States, certificates of Louisiana six per 
certificates of stock. cent Stock the property of the houses 

of Baring & Hope, to the amount of 


seven millions five hundred thousand dollars, designated in the | 


8 
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schedule annexed to a letter from the Register of the Treasury 
addressed to me, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States 
at Paris which letter and schedule I do also acknowledge to have 


received. 
Robt. R. Livingston 


XXIII. 


Minister of the Public Treasury 
Office of the Minister: 
Paris the 8 Floréal, year 12 of the 
Republic, (28 April, 1804) 
The minister of the Public Treasury 
to Mess Hope & Co., at Amsterdam. 
The execution of the treaty that oc- 
| curred yesterday, liquidates the sum 
which remained owing to the Public Treasury by your house and 
that of Mess. Baring Bros. of London, for the price of the Amer- 
ican stock of $11,250,000, created for the cession of Louisiana, 
and which has been ceded to the Attorney of these houses by the 
treaty of the 13 Floreal, of last year. | 


By means of the payment which you have ‘nail to the Pub- 
lic Treasury for the amount of your Letters of Exchange, and of 
the surrender made to you of the same Letters of Exchange duly 
receipted, you are now discharged of your obligations to the Pub- 
lic Treasury. 

The minister of the United States having delivered to you 
the American stock in conformity with the receipt by you given 
to him, the Public Treasury is discharged from its obligations to 
your houses, and they are likewise discharged towards it, and 
the engagements contracted for by the treaty which regulated 
the HS: eae of negotiation of the stock, have been consum- 
mated. 
The matter being thus terminated, and to the mutual satis- 
faction of the contracting parties, the present has for its object 
to grant to your house, as well, as to that of Mess. Baring & Co., 
complete discharge of everything concerning the price of the 
American stock, which has this day become your property, and 
which was ceded to you by the treaty aforesaid. 

I have the honor to salute you 
Signed: Barbé Marbois. 

A true copy: : 
Amsterdam, 10 May, 1804. 

Signed: 

Hope & Co. 
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XIV. 
1804, July 28 | Treasury Department 
Deposit of the July 28th, 1804. 
Receipts of Livingston Sir, 3 
and Leonard by the Enclosed, I transmit, for the purpose 
Secretary of State of being deposited in your Office with 
with the Register the other papers in relation to the Lou- 
of the Treasury. isiana Stock, a receipt of Robt. R. 


Livingston, Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the United States at Paris, to Lieutenant James T. Leonard for 
Certificates of said Stock, amounting to Seven millions five hun- 
dred thousand Dollars. | 
The Register of the 

Treasury. 
I am, very respectfully Sir, 
Your obedt. Servt. 
For the Secretary of the Treasurv 
Edward Jones T. Clk. 
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THE CHEVALIER DE PRADEL 


Life of a French Colonist in Louisiana During the XVIII Century, as Shown by 
His Private Correspondence.* 


By GEORGE C. H. KERNION 


Hidden away in dark and cobwebby corners of many a 
French chateau, and covered with the dust of the accumulated 
years, a vast amount of documents still exist that, if brought to 
light and published, would add considerably to our knowledge 
of French colonial history in Louisiana and give us curious and 
hitherto unknown details about those early times, their customs 
and their interesting people. Those documents consisting mainly 
of letters exchanged by French officers and merchants in the 
colony with their relatives in France, lie at the bottom of strong 
boxes containing family archives, and are mixed up in a most 
confusing manner with royal commissions, land grants, deeds 
for slaves or real estate, and other private and personal records. 


It was the good fortune of Louisiana that some such docu- 
ments were recently discovered and have formed the subject of 
a book, published in Paris during the present year, which 
deserves to be rated as one of the most valuable contributions 
that have appeared in recent times on the French Regime of 
our State. This book, the French title of which is identical to 
the heading of this article, was published by the Librarie Orien- 
tale et Americaine, 3, Rue du Sabot, Paris, and contains in ex- 
tenso the correspondence between the Chevalier Jean Charles de 
Pradel, who settled in Louisiana in 1713, and his family in France 
and covers the period from 1713 to 1785, or seventy-two years of 
the colony’s most romantic and colorful history. 


Lying for many years in the feudal castle of la Mase, in 
Uzerche, Bas Limousin, those venerable letters were dug out, as 
it were, from their place of hiding by an ardent americaniste, 
the Count Martial de Pradel de la Mase, a direct descendant of 


the Chevalier, and handed over by him to Professor A. Prioult 


and Mr. A. Baillardel, French literateurs and historians, who 
using them as a foundation, recently published a volume of four 


*This review was read before the Louisiana Historical Society and it is pub- 
lished here with the approval of the publishers of this book. 
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Chevalier de Pradel 


hundred and sixty-four pages, that amply deserves space on the 
hook shelf of every library in Louisiana and America. Furnish- 
ing, as it does, a living pen-picture of Louisiana in the XVIII 
century, we breathe, as we read its pages, the air of that early 
period, and the years rolling back, we imagine ourselves living 
with our early colonists and sharing with them their joys and 
sorrows, their apprehensions and the realization of their fondest 
desires. 


THE COMING OF THE CHEVALIER 


Jean Charles de Pradel, born in the ancestral castle of La 
Mase, in Uzerche, Bas Limousin, France, on April 12, 1692, of a 
most ancient and distinguished family originally from the Bas 
Languedoc, was the youngest son of Jacques de Pradel, lord of la 
Mase, and of Gilon-Paule de Maledent. His father, who was 
“marechal-des-logis” of the Queen Marie Therese, was later on 
honored with other important offices. He became in turn coun- 
cillor of the king, lieutenant-general of the Presidial of Brive, 
and eventually perpetual mayor of his picturesque city of Uzerche 
that, standing on the rocky heights overlooking the Vezere, had 
its origin in Roman times, had defied in the VIII century the 
Arabian invaders, and had heard the voice of the Pope Urban II 
preaching the first Crusade. 

The father of the Chevalier, though a wealthy man in his 
day, had raised his family, consisting of seven children, of which 
two died during childhood, in a prudent and proper manner, en- 
deavoring to later on enrich his country with subjects of sterling 
worth and principles. It being the custom then among the noble 
families of France that the eldest son inherited virtually the 
entire patrimonial estate and that the younger were thrown on 
their own resources, the Chevalier, ambitious and confident of 
his personal ability, decided to carve out his fortune as an officer 
in the armies of his king, the usual refuge for the younger born 
of aristocratic houses. | | 

Sent at an early age to Paris, he devoted himself to the study 
not only of the humanities but also of the science of war and 
before long, in 1713 to be exact, became a cadet in the “Regiment 
de la Marine,” a “corps d’elite”’ of the French military system. 
This “Regiment de la Marine” was composed of the flower of the 
youth of France, and in 1713, the king having decided to send 2 


company or “corps detache” of this famous regiment to serve in. 
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his Province of Louisiana, Jean Charles de Pradel, then about 
twenty-one years of age, crossed with it the wide Atlantic, bound 
for the far-off colony on the Fleuve Saint Louis, or Mississippi 
River. 


He landed in the province during that year, distinguished 
himself from the start as a military officer, fighting against the 
cruel Natchez, leading the hardy life of the pioneer and winning 
in 1718 from Boisbriant, lieutenant of the king, and Bienville, 
certificates of merit for eminent military accomplishments in 
Louisiana. He was without doubt present at the founding of 
New Orleans in 1718, in the swamps of Lower Louisiana, and evi- 
dently foreseeing the future possibilities of the newborn city, he 
began to plan at once to secure for himself a home therein. 


BECOMES A MERCHANT AND THE FIRST SHOE MANUFACTURER IN 
LOUISIANA 


The pay of French officers serving in New Orleans in those 


early days was so ridiculously small that the ambition of every | 


one of them was to engage as soon as possible in business in order 
that, without giving up their military careers which gave them 
a certain prestige and an entree in the best families of the land, 
they might become successful merchants or traders and by the 
sale of their merchandise, or la paccotile as they called it, amass 
enough livres, sols and deniers to be able to eventually return to 
France and properly occupy therein the social position which their 
birth so justly entitled them to occupy and enjoy. 


It appears, from his letters, that the Chevalier de Pradel was 


not different from his military associates and that as early as 


1718 he had begun, at first with indifferent success, to trade at the 
Posts of the Illinois and Natchez, and a short time thereafter, in 
the nascent city of New Orleans. We see him buying tobacco 
from the colonists and reselling it at profit, and during the visits 
he paid to France in 1720-1722 and to his native Uzerche in 1727- 
1728, to recuperate from his arduous military campaigns in Lou- 
isiana, his mind seems to have been forever occupied with his 
commercial ventures in the colony. He was either borrowing 
money to purchase merchandise to be sent to the province or was 
making arrangements with brokers in France for the shipment 
of goods he intended to turn into cash in his newly adopted 


country. 
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Though suffering from the “flux,” or dysentary, a sickness 


very common at that time in Louisiana, and though engaged in > 


1723, with Bourgmont in building forts in Upper Louisiana, 
among which Fort Orleans on the upper reaches of the Missouri 
(completely destroyed in 1725 by hostile aborigines), he always 
thought of his business affairs and endeavored to better his for- 
tune. | | 
His energy was inexhaustible and when, in 1728, he wrote 
that he had purchased a little house in New Orleans for a hundred 
pistoles and another house a few miles from the city, he was al- 
ready on the road to fortune. He had become a planter and his 
military services in the field being then less often required than 
in the past, he was able to devote practically all of his time to the 
purchase of negro slaves and the raising of his crops of rice and 
corn. As he notes in his letters, the buying of a home in New 
Orleans for one hundred pistoles would alone mean the saving of 
considerable money to him, as its price meant the equivalent of 
only a year and a half of the rent of fifty livres he was then pay- 
ing, and besides, the fact that he now had an established residence 
in the city meant that he would be less likely to be sent out on 
tiresome military expeditions, the policy of the Company then 
controlling the affairs of the colony being to practically exempt 
from such campaigns all officers established in or near New 
Orleans. As we see by his letters, negro slaves in 1728 brought a 
high price in Louisiana, eight of them purchased by him during 
that year having cost him one hundred pistoles apiece, or as much 
singly as the price of his house and lot in town. | 
Though New Orleans then counted a population amounting 
to one thousand souls, with two thousand more living in its imme- 
diate vicinity, its population had increased twofold in the course 
of four years’ time, and offered trading opportunities that the 
enterprising merchant was quick in appreciating. Writing to 
his brother, the Abbe de la Mase, in France in 1729, he stated that 
“his fortune depended on trade as it was the only way of becom- 
ing rich in Louisiana,” and urged him to borrow two thousand 
livres for the purchase of the merchandise he urgently needed. 
As a cautious business man, he requested that his goods be insured 
before being shipped, stating that in all leading French ports 
were insurers who, for a certain price, would underwrite cargoes 
and guarantee the payment of their value to the owners in case of 
loss by shipwreck or other maritime casualty. If we are to hLe- 
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lieve him, marine insurance in those days involved little risk for 
the French underwriters, as he informs us that since his arrival 
in Louisiana in 1713 until 1729, not a single vessel coming from 
France to Louisiana had been lost on the high seas! 


Nothing seemed to delight the Chevalier more than to turn 
an honest penny, and while making staves on his plantation from 
the timber growing thereon, he reports buying at auction for 
eighteen hundred livres, two slaves. A short time thereafter he 
was tendered an offer of twenty-four hundred livres for the pair, 
which he politely refused. Truly he had begun to acquire the 
touch of Midas. 

To the Chevalier belongs the credit of being the first shoe 
merchant and manufacturer in New Orleans. As early as 1729 
he conceived the idea of importing to Louisiana the most skillful 
sabottiers of his native Limousin, to supply the needs of the col- 
onists. Those sabottiers, or makers of wooden shoes, duly arrived 
in the province and plied their trade under his management and 
pay and on his estate. | 

From France he received continually shipments of cheese, 
wine and lace, as well as other merchandise, and in one of the 
letters he wrote to his brother who attended to his purchases in 
the old country, he particularly stipulated the kind of lace he 
desired. It should be from one-half to one and one-half inch 
wide, suitable for coeffes, or hats, and should be chosen by a 
woman, she being a better judge in matters of that sort than one 
of the sterner sex. That the Chevalier was a shrewd trader is 
shown by his suggestion that the feminine lace buyer’s dress 
should be provided with capacious pockets, wherein she could 
hide, as she passed the customs officers, her filmy merchandise and 
so evade payment of the duty thereon. The Chevalier’ s maxim 
was that “a penny saved was a penny made.” 


We read with interest of his opening up in New Orleans in | 
1729 a cabaret with a stock of wine and liquor valued at one 
thousand livres. His partner in the venture was none other than | 
- Nicolas Chauvin de la Freniere, a French Canadian, who was to 
become the father of the brilliant Chauvin de la Freniere, Pro- 
cureur du Roi, executed by the Spanish governor, Alessandro 
O’Reilly, in 1769, for leading the revolution of the preceding year. 
Both partners were to share equally in the profits of the wine 
shop as each had contributed an equal share of the capital, but 
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the place was to be run by an experienced woman servant of the 
Chevalier, who had already managed such a venture for him in 
the Illinois country. 


ESCAPES DEATH AT THE MASSACRE OF FORT ROSALIE 


In November, 1729, the most desirable post in the Louisiana 
land, as the Chevalier himself states, was undoubtedly that of the 
Natchez, defended by Fort Rosalie, built in the days of Iberville, 
and considered well nigh impregnable from Indian attack. It 
stood on the Mississippi River and around its strong stockade 
numerous French families had their happy homes and cultivated 
extensive fields of the best tobacco that grew in the colony. Busi- 
ness was more prosperous there than anywhere else and the 
Chevalier, a shrewd trader always, had already formed in that 
place a partnership with one of its settlers and their stock of 
merchandise was worth twenty-four hundred livres. 


. Realizing its importance, Jean Charles de Pradel had applied 
to the king for its command, and his request had been granted by 


the Crown, though in November, 1729 his official commission had- 


not yet arrived from France. Chepart, a cruel and tyrannical 
officer, whose despotism had earned for him the hatred of the 
redskins, was in the meanwhile its chief officer, but the soldiers 
who served under Chepart belonged, one and all, to the Cheva- 
lier’s ‘“‘compagnie detachee de la marine.” 


Chepart’s cupidity and cruelty at this post had caused him 
to be brought some time previous, before the Superior Council. 
He was to be dismissed from the post or drummed out of the army 
by the Council, when Governor Perrier de Salvert, with unpar. 
donable weakness, interceded in his behalf and had him retained 
as commander. | 


The Chevalier in his betters tells us how at the end of No: 
vember, 1729, consternation reigned in the city of New Orleans, 
where he was then acting as major, when the news reached this 
place that Fort Rosalie had been burnt and razed by the Natchez 
on the night of the 28th, and its garrison, as well as most of the 
settlers, massacred by those bloodthirsty savages. The best men 
in the colony had fallen, and the atrocities perpetrated by the 
Indians on that occasion are faithfully chronicled by the Chevalier 
in his epistles to his family. Men had been slowly roasted to 
Ceath, after having had their ears and noses cut off by the red- 
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skins, and had died, after days of torture, in horrible agony. 
Women who were not pregnant had been spared, but those about 
to become mothers had had their unborn babes cut out of their 
flanks and, dying, had seen their tormentors throwing the bodies 
of their offspring to voracious dogs prowling around the scene 
of the massacre! 

Providence and a delayed commission had alone saved the. 
Chevalier from a terrible fate, and yet, in spite of it all, he wrote 
that it was his intention, as soon as things had become normal 
again, to settle in the desirable Natchez country! 


MARRIES ONE OF THE MIGHTY 


Jacques de la Chaise was in 1730 the most powerful man in 
Louisiana. Born in Cusset, Auverne, on July 26, 1666, he had 
been appointed in 1724 as Director General of the Compagnie 
des Indes in Louisiana, being the successor of du Saussoy. Later 
on he became Commissaire of the king and First Councillor of 
the Superior Council of the Province. Aggrieved toward Bien- 
ville, he succeeded in having him recalled to France, making a 
special trip to that country in 1724 for that purpose. From that 
time on, the Founder of N ew Orleans became his inveterate 
enemy. 

Jacques de la Chaise had married oat Cailly, from 
which union were born seven children, among whom Alexandrine, 
educated in France, who returned to Louisiana in the early eats 
of 1730, two months before her father’s death. 


The Chevalier de Pradel enjoyed the friendship of this 
colonial magnate and relates how the attractive Alexandrine was 
actually proposed to him as a bride by her discriminating father. 
It was quite an honor to be chosen as a son-in-law by Jacques 
de la Chaise, as no man in the colony had greater influence 
with the king or the Compagnie des Indes than this astute and 
calculating man, who had shaped before on many occasions the 
policies of Governor Perrier and had caused the downfall of 
Governor Bienville. 


In accepting this matrimonial proposition, the Chevalier 
became the brother-in-law of Louis du Breuil de Villars, the 
Louisiana Croesus of his day, who had married Felicite, a sister 
of Alexandrine, as well as the brother-in-law of Louis Prat 
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physician of the King, and Louis Joseph Bizoton de Paris, son of 
a member of the Superior Council, who were married respec- 
tively to Marie and Marguerite, other daughters of the mighty 
de la Chaise. 


The star of the Chevalier was on the ascendant when his 
marriage took place in 1730. He owned at that time ten slaves, 
the outlook for his crops was most promising, and his health had 
improved. What more could a man desire? In November, 1730, 
the happy groom, about to become a father, left New Orleans 
with his bride to introduce her to his family in Limousin. While 


in France his business interests were handled by Prat, his 


brother-in-law, who proved a competent manager, selling his 
wine for as much as four livres a bottle, a price that satisfied 
_ the Chevalier entirely. 


The trip of Pradel to France, however, was abt: a “ene 
one for the Louisiana colonist, as financial embarassments, due 
in part to the cost of his voyage, surrounded him on all sides. 
He was about to sell some of his personal effects to raise the 
money he needed, but the fear of affecting his credit thereby 
restrained him from acting too quickly. His family came to 
his assistance and tided him over his difficulties. But his wife’s 
health began to fail. She was unable to nurse her newborn 
daughter, and the Chevalier and his spouse, as they left France 
to return to their home in Louisiana, were compelled to confide 
the care of their daughter, too weak to undertake a long sea 
trip, to Mr. Pacot, a friend of theirs (who was Controller of the 
Compagnie des Indes), and his wife, who lived in Lorient. What 
relieved their minds as they saw the shores of France disappear 
in the distance, was the fact that in the Ursuline Convent of 
Quimperle, near to Lorient, lived Madame Cailly, maternal grand- 
mother of the Chevalier’s wife, who would watch over their in- 
fant daughter they were leaving behind. This Madame Cailly, 
the Chevalier tells us, had a revenue of four hundred livres a 
year, derived from the sale of a diamond she owned and had 
disposed of at the time of Law’s gigantic boom. 


In leaving Rochefort for America in June, 1731, the Chev- 
alier ran across a Sieur Guillon, from Uzerche in Limousin, a 
customs officer, who proved himself most accommodating. Hav- 
ing found out that the Chevalier was from Uzerche, his own 
native place, he passed his trunks without inspection and thereby 
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‘saved the wily colonist twenty ecus of duties. “If I had been 
able to anticipate such courtesy I would have bought on credit in 
Lorient ten thousand livres of prohibited merchandise and would 
have passed the whole lot through the customhouse with little 
or no duties to pay. What a harvest I would have made thereon 
in Louisiana,” the shrewd trader wrote later to his family. On 
their homeward trip, Pradel and his wife stopped at the Cap 
Francois, in St. Domingo, and eventually reached New Orleans 
five months after leaving the shores of France, or in November, 


17381. 


‘QUARRELS WITH BIENVILLE 


During the Chevalier’s absence in France, Perrier de Salvert, 
the governor, had been recalled by his king on account of his 
unpardonable weakness in allowing Chepart to remain as Com- 
mander at the Natchez Post and thereby bringing on the mas- 
sacre of 1729. He was to be succeeded by Bienville, a mortal 
enemy of Jacques de la Chaise, the Chevalier’s father-in-law. 
This was distressing news for Pradel. He had enjoyed the 
friendship of Perrier but he knew what to expect from Bienville. 
He had paid him a visit in Paris in 1731, and had been coolly 
received. When he returned, Bienville had not yet arrived, and 
the Chevalier was sent by Perrier, in January, 1732, as com- 
manding officer, to the Natchez post, where he usm for 
ten months. 

His affairs were still prospering and a son had been added 
to his family. He writes about this time that his commercial 
success had earned for him many enemies. | 


On January 25, 1733, a letter from him shows that the 
king’s vessel, that had left Rochefort in June, 1732, with Bien-| 
ville aboard, had not yet arrived and that fears were entertained 
that it had been lost in a storm at sea with all souls aboard. 
However should Bienville arrive eventually, he remarked, he 
had nothing to fear from him or any other governor. He would | 
disarm his enmity by his irreproachable conduct. 
| When Perrier left New Orleans, he had all the Pudhtture 
of his official mansion carted to the Chevalier’s home, to be sold 
before the arrival of Bienville. Pradel wondered if the enemy 
of de la Chaise, the new governor, would bear him added ill-will 
therefor. 
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Bienville arrived in New Orleans in February, 1733. In- 
formed by jealous colonists of the Chevalier’s growing fortune 
and commercial success, and perhaps looking upon him as a pos- 
sible dangerous business rival, the new governor planned to 
put a check to his power and affluence. He was a son-in-law of 
the late Jacques de la Chaise, whom he hated, and that was an 
added incentive to destroy him if possible. He therefore thought 
that, by removing him from New Orleans and sending him out 
on a long military journey, the Chevalier’s business interests 
would suffer during his forced absence from the city, and event- 
ually be destroyed. | 

Acting on this impulse, Bienville resolved to send a convoy 
to the far-off Illinois post in July, 1733. Pradel, who had just 
returned from a ten months’ service at the Natchez, and who 
was entitled to a much-needed rest, was however chosen by him 
to assume command of the convoy. The Chevalier’s feelings 
were at once aroused by this injustice. He was then past forty 


years of age, his health was failing, twenty years active service 


in the New World having undermined it, and he was entitled 
to more consideration. Conscious of the motives that prompted 
Bienville’s move, the Chevalier protested at once by letter to 
Maurepas, Minister of the Marine, and accused Bienville of 
unwarranted hostility toward him. As the most ancient officer 
in the colony, he stated that he could not without sorrow see 
himself, after so many years of faithful service to his king, 
treated by the new governor as a young subordinate. He con- 
concluded by requesting from Maurepas, on account of his shat- 
tered health, the grade of major in some quiet post, where he 
could spend his remaining years in peace. 

Having sent his protest without Bienville’s knowledge, the 
Chevalier who at first to fool the Governor, had seemed satisfied 
to leave for the Illinois post, notified him the day before the 
convoy was to. depart, that his “flux” would preclude his 


leaving on the morrow. Bienville, in a Memoir dated September | 


30, 1733, addresed to Maurepas, accused the Chevalier of bad 
faith in the matter, and said that his refusal was actuated only 
by mercenary motives, namely to be able to remain in New Or- 
leans and run a shop in that city which he owned in partnership 
with Perrier, the late Governor. 


Though the Chevalier won out over Bienville in this affair, 


remained a military officer and later became major of New 
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Orleans, he and Bienville were not reconciled for many a year 
to come and the enmity existing between them broke out from 
time to time in the shape of petty persecutions on the part of 
the Governor and firm protests and resistance thereto on the 
part of the Chevalier. In 1755, however, amicable relations must 
have been resumed between them, as the Chevalier received dur- 
ing that year in his home Jean Baptiste Payen de Noyon, grand- 
nephew of Bienville, on his arrival in Louisiana, and for a while 
it seemed as if de Noyon would become a son-in-law of the Chev- 
alier. | 


MONPLAISIER AND ITS MAGNIFICENCE 


The Chevalier had reached the zenith of his power. From 
a country getleman he had become a ‘grand seigneur.’ Wealth, 
slaves, a plantation in the country, a home in town, in whose 
romantic garden, shaded by venerable trees, the revolutionists 
la Freniere, Foucault, Villere, Noyon, Mazan, Milhet and others 
were to secretly gather in 1759 and after his death, to hatch 
their revolutionary plot, fine clothes, jewels, social position—all 


now were his. But one thing was lacking to make his happiness 
complete. It was a chateau, yes a French chateau like ‘those he 
had known in his beloved Limousin, built in Louisiana, near New 
Orleans, where he could spend the last years of his - in peace 
and semi-regal magnificence! 


Gold had poured into his coffers from all sides, and in spite 
of the devastating storm of 1746 that ravaged the colony, and 
regardless of the issuance of that new paper money that was only 
worth a third of the former ‘Monnaie de carte’, his fortune had 
increased by leaps and bounds. He would build the chateau of 
his dreams no matter what its cost might be. Four children had 
blessed the Chevalier’s union with Alexandrine de la Chaise, one 
son, Charles, and three daughters, Alexandrine, Marie Louise and 
Jeanne Henriette. In 1750, his son, who had been educated by 
the Jesuits of New Orleans, was about to leave for France to 
become an officer in the king’s armies. Two of his daughters were 
already in France receiving the best education that money could 
buy at the Ursuline Convent of Quimperle, and the third and 


ae youngest, Marie Louise, was to join them there in 1758. Their 


father had not seen fit to have them educated in New Orleans. The 
Ursuline Convent in this City, completed in 1734, was a primitive 
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institution, fit, as he thought, for the young children of the colon- 
ists, for orphan girls and young negresses. The daughters of the 
powerful Jean Charles de Pradel needed something considerably 
better, a convent more befitting their social position, for he had 
already destined them for Court life in France and they had to be 
properly trained therefor. 


With his children gone, he started to realize his great desire. 
In 1750, while in France, the Chevalier, who was then spending 
money lavishly, borrowed from his relatives sufficient funds to 
‘ purchase from the former Governor Perrier de Salvert a certain 
tract of land and residence near New Orleans, known as Mon- 
plaisir, on the west bank of the Mississippi River, and probably 
not far from the present Canal Street ferry landing, since the 
Chevalier in writing about it says that it was “opposite the Place 
d’Armes and the church of New Orleans.” 


The act of sale was passed in France during the year 17560 
and in 1751 the erection of the fairy palace, which was not to be 
completed before 1754, had started. The plans provided for a 
main building one hundred and sixteen feet long by forty eight 
feet wide, with wide galleries, whose flooring was covered with 
cloth, running around its four sides. It had a gabled roof and 
wide attic, and contained a large dining room, parlor, numerous 
bed rooms, study, laundry and a room provided with large ket- 
tles, known as the wax room, where the fruit of the ‘ciriers’, or 
wax trees that grew on the place was to be heated in order to 
extract therefrom the wax with which the Chevalier was to man- 
-ufacture the candles he later exported to France or sold in the 
colony. The main house, whose every window was glazed, was 
elevated from the ground and leading to the main entrance was 
an imposing flight of steps, built of brick and tiles that gave to 
the edifice, which the Chevalier was later on to refer to as ‘my 
folly’, an imposing appearance. 


Monplaisir must have been truly a marvel for its eo not 
only on account of its architecture but also on account of its 
interior decoration and the beauty of the furniture that embel- 
lished it. In the letters that he wrote to France about his new 
home, the Chevalier was always most enthusiastic. Everything 
used in its construction and furnishing, with the exception of 
brick and lumber, had been imported from France, and the nu- 
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merous invoices which still exist show that he was unsparing in 
eho it the finest home in the colony. _ | 
__As its building proceeded, we find Pradel eceaslastaliaes that 
kes: cost would far exceed his expectations. The price of labor 
was going up and laborers were demanding thirty ‘piastres’ per 
month, with board and lodging, for their time. Again he -had 
used on that chateau a large amount of his own brick and. lumber 
that otherwise he would have sold at profit. But the Chevalier 
In spite of it all was ordering from France oil paintings to adorn 
his. walls, tall mirrors, one of which was nine feet high by five . 
feet wide, with a carved frame eleven inches wide of gilded oak 
‘wood, and other ornaments to add to its luxury. He was re- 
ceiving carved mantlepieces, a ‘canape’, or lounge, six feet long, 
the ‘best French hardware, costly Coty hand-painted tapestries, 
“fauteuils a la reine’ covered: with red velvet, expensive clocks, 
crystal chandeliers and what not and even good old Baleron wine 
to entertain his — when he would invite them to dine. in the 
Suture) 


--He was living in an era of 1 dill and he would not 
be outshone, Vaudreuil, the ‘Grand Marquis’, had become gover- 
nor of Louisiana in 1748, and during the years that intervened 
‘from the time of his arrival and 1752, the date that Billoart de 
‘Kerlerec, his successor, | reached New Orleans, Vaudreuil “had 
succeeded”, as du Terrage, the historian says, “in establishing 
a very elegant petty Court in New Orleans, that imported ‘ca- 
rosses’, or coaches, from France.” ‘It was in truth the golden 
age of Louisiana. 


OB | Monplaisir, with its stately mansion and the wonderful 
gardens that surrounded it, where ‘parterres’ laid out in the most 
approved French style, were gay with a thousand blooms, glad- 
dened the now ageing Chevalier’s heart, its wide expanse, dotted 
with indigo, rice, corn and vegetable fields, with productive or- 
chards, with inumerable ‘ciriers’, and with a saw mill and brick 
yard contributed materially in defraying his enormous expenses. 


THE DEATH OF THE CHEVALIER © 


On March 28, 1764, the Chevalier breathed his last, a victim 
to the ‘flux’ from which he had suffered for so long. He died on his 
beloved Monplaisir estate. Though his last years on earth were 
saddened by the Seven Years War that broke out in 1755 between 
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France and England and ended with the loss of Canada to the 
English, and further embittered by the cession of Louisiana by 
France to Spain in 1762, still more happy: days and devoted 
friends to gladden them for him were to be his during that period. 
From the day of his arrival in Louisiana in 1752, Billoart de 
Kerlerec, the new governor, showed the Chevalier and his wife 
the most devoted friendship and attention. The new governor’s 


wife became an intimate friend of Madame de Pradel, and the 


Chevalier’s wife was an honored guest at the memorable enter- 
tainment given by Kerlerec in April, 1753; to re- 
covery of the Dauphin from a serious illness. 


The Chevalier’s letters from 1753 -to 1768,. date. of.:d’ Ab- 
badie’s arrival, are filled with allusions of Kerlerec and his wife 
and their attentions toward him and his spouse. On July. 6, 
1754, he wrote to his brothers in -France in these words: “We 
have a.new governor (Kerlerec) who showers me with kindness. 
‘Madame the governess acts likewise with my. wife. All this is 
flattering and very satisfying for my declining years and .com- 
forts me of certain worriés that trouble my mind and that.I try 
to drive away as mem as possible, by ‘promeneding in my gar- 


| With Kerlerec’s help, we find him slate a 

price than the other colonists and getting the pick of them. The 
- governor was grateful to the old Chevalier, for how often had he 
tarried of an evening with him, as his guest, sipping mellow 
Burgundian or Baleron wine on. the wide gallery surrounding 
Monplaisir, while the evening mist arose on the river. Age and 
infirmity having laid their palsying hands on the Chevalier, on 
December 31, 1759, he had been retired from active military 
service and received as a New Year’s gift from his king a ‘pen- 
sion de retraite’ of five hundred and forty livres. 


One of his pastimes was to stand among his wax trees, with 
a negro slave, and shoot some of the myriad of small birds that 
infested his trees and threatened his wax crop. His weapon 
consisted of one of those good guns that he had imported re- 
cently from Tulle and that were shipped to him with special 


care. Among the slaves that served him during his declining | 


years was. one named St. Louis-la Nuit, that deserves special 
mention. This slave was evidently a pet of his master, and 
abusing the confidence placed in him by the Chevalier, began to 
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rob his poultry yard and sheep fold with impunity and even to 
pilfer his cash. St. Louis-la Nuit’s orders were to row across — 
the Mississippi every morning to purchase fresh meat for the 
Chevalier’s table at the slaughter house in New Orleans. In- 
stead of leaving at daylight, St. Louis-la Nuit would cross at 
night, with two other negro accomplices, his skiff loaded with the 
stolen mutton and poultry of the Chevalier. Once on the New 
Orleans side the dishonest slave would spend the balance of the 
night dancing and carousing with free negroes of the city, spend- _ 
ing, as the Chevalier discovered later, sometime as much as one 
hundred and fifty livres of the Chevalier’s funds on one libation. 


| When Pradel discovered his dishonesty he could have had 
him severely flogged or otherwise punished for his crime. In- 
stead, being tender-hearted, the Chevalier decided that his 
punishment would consist in the cancellation of the privileges he 
formerly enjoyed. St. Louis-la Nuit then became a field hand, 
but being a peerless cook, he served in his Master’s kitchen when 
any notable of the colony was to dine at Monplaisir. : 

In 1765, after the Chevalier’s death, we find St. Louis-la 
Nuit not only restored to his former rank but being sent by 
Madame de Pradel, the Chevalier’s widow, as her representative 
to France to advise her daughters, then residing in France, as 
to her desires in the matter of their establishment, and to pro- 
test against an alliance one of them wished to contract. Indeed 
some negroes enjoyed extensive privileges in Louisiana in those 
early days, when one of them, after being discovered robbing his 
master, should later on be sent, as a free man, to France, to 
act as an ambassador of his master’s wife, toward rebellious 


daughters. 


FOUCAULT BECOMES A SUITOR 


Among the frequent visitors to Monplaisir during the Chev- 
alier’s last years of life was a certain corpulent individual, of 
coarse appearance and with the looks of a shrewd financier. His 
name was Denis Nicolas Foucault. He was a French Canadian, 
born in Quebec on December 138, 1723, and about forty years of 
age when the Chevalier died in 1764. This Foucault was an 
important man in the colony, being the ‘Commissaire Ordonna- 


teur’, or next officer, in point of rank, to Governor Kerlerec 
himself. Since the latch string of Monplaisir, as we have seen, 
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was always on the outside for the governor, it was natural that 
his chief assistant should also be as welcome in that stately man- 
sion, and that he should have free access thereto. 


Foucault, avaricious and grasping, knew the wealth of the 
Pradels and began to nourish the hope of getting his share of it 
by becoming a son-in-law of the Chevalier. He cultivated the 
friendship of Madame de Pradel, who was often in New Orleans 
as the guest of Madame de Kerlerec, and had also been bold 


enough to ask the Chevalier, whom he already addressed as his 


father-in-law, for the hand of Marie Louise (or Manette), his 
daughter. It does not appear that the Chevalier had turned 
down his proposal. Nevertheless as soon as the Chevalier died, 
his ambitious wife, flattered at the thought of marrying her 
daughter to the second highest dignitary in Louisiana, began to 
lay her plans to secure him as a son-in-law. He semeed destined, 
as she thought, for the higher honor of ‘Commissaire General de 
la Marine’ in France, he was — and would add lustre to the 
family name. 

But the young Marie sein then in her early twenties, 
had made other plans for her future. She was madly in love with 
Messire Henri Louis de Cacqueray de Valmenier, knight of St. 
Louis and Lieutenant of the King’s vessels, and in spite of her 
mother’s frequent written protests and the visit of her represen- 
tative, the negro slave St. Louis-la Nuit, to France, to carry her 
maternal objections, the independent Marie Louise duly married 
the man of her choice on September 14, 1767 at Rochefort. 


That Madame de Pradel was crushed by the news and Fou- 
cault bitterly disappointed is certain, for Foucault had already 
gone thorugh the expense of purchasing furniture, silver-ware 
and diamonds for his future wife and had spent more than ten 
thousand livres on his matrimonal preparations. 


In spite of it all the spurned Commissaire continued to en- 
joy Madame de Pradel’s friendship and confidence and to fully 
reciprocate therein. It was through his influence that the dreamy 
_ gardens of Madame de Pradel’s town house—and perhaps of 

Monplaisir itself—became in 1767 and 1768, the ‘rendez-vous’ of 
Foucault’s friends and co-conspirators, the French revolution- 
ists, six of whom eventually were executed by O’Reilly in 1769. 
In the shadow of the trees they discussed their plans for eman- 


eipation from the Spanish yoke. When the crash came in 1769 
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and the leaders had been put to death, Foucault returned to 
France to languish for one year in the Bastile before being a 
free man again. Madame de Pradel died not long after the ces- _ 
sion of Louisiana to Spain, having lost one of her daughters and 
her only son, but leaving the other two daughters happily mar- 
ried. 

Though the Chevalier’s fortune had dwindled with the 
changes of time and government, what remained was ample to 
keep his descendants in affluence long after his death. 
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WEST FLORIDA 


The Capture of Baton Rouge by Galvez, September 21st, 1779 


Documents from English sources covering: 


1. Extract of a letter from Major-General Campbell to Lord 
| George Germain, date 1 Pensacola, December 15, 


1779. 
2: Copy of a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Dickson to 
: Major-General Campbell, dated N ew Orleans, Oc- 


tober 20, 1779. 

+ & Articles of Capitulation agreed upon and granted be- 
tween his Excellency Don Bernardo de Galvez, his 
Catholick Majesty’s Governor and Commander in 
Chief of the Province and Forces of Louisiana, 
and Alexander Dickson, Esq; Lieutenant-Colonel 
of the 16th Regiment of Infantry, and Commander 


of the Troops of His Britannick Majesty upon the 
Mississippi, etc., for the Garrison and district of 


Baton Rouge in ,West Florida. 


4. Copy of Lieutenant-Colonel Dickson's s reasons for remov- : 


ing to Baton Rouge. 

5. Returns of the different detachments of his Majesty’s 
Troops, Prisoners at New Oren, and the Posts 
where taken. 


EDITORIAL N OTE 


Through the kindness of Col. C. Robert Churchill, of N. O., 
the Louisiana State Museum has come into possession of a photo- 
static copy of a page of the “Morning Chronicle” of London, Eng., 
April 3, 1780, containing the original reports from the “London 
Gazette” of Saturday, April 1, 1780, covering the English ver- 
sion of the capture of Baton Rouge on Sept. 21st, 1779. The 
‘papers: are extremely interesting and we are glad of the oppor- 
tunity of preserving them in the Quarterly.’ 


_ 4For an excellent account of this event based on Spanish Sources, see Chamber’s 
History of Louisiana, I, 326. Another good account is in Monette, History of the 


Valley of the Mississippi, I, pp. 433-8. See also Martin’s History of Louisiana (first 


edition) II, 48-9. Fortier’s History of Louisiana, II, 64. Gayarre’s History of 
Louisiana, III. There is an interesting survey of the preceding and — 
events in Claiborne’s History of Mississippi, I, 125-135. 
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From the LONDON GAZETTE,” 
of Saturday, April 1, 1780. 


Whitehall, April 1. 
I 


Extract of a letter from Major-General Campbell to Lord George 
Germain, dated Penfacola, December 15, 1779 


What a grievous mortification muft it be to me to have to re- 
late to your Lordfhip, for my Sovereign’s information, the con- 
queft of the Weftern part of this province, by the arms of Spain, 
in confequence of their early intelligence of the commencement of 
hoftilities. Having in my difpatches of the 14th of September, 
prepared your Lordfhip for the events which have followed, I 
fhall refer for particulars to Lieutenant-Colonel Dickfon’s letter 
to me of the 20th of October from New Orleans, to the Articles of 
Capitulation between him and his Excellency Don Bernardo de 
Galvez, Governor of Louifiana, at Baton Rouge, the 21ft day of 
September, to the lift he furnifhes of the killed, wounded, and 
prifoners, and to a paper containing the reafons affigned by him 
for preferring Baton Rouge for a poft whereat to make a ftand, 
as comprifing all the additional intelligence that appears to be 
requifite, of this unfortunate difafter. 


I cannot help, obferving, that facts have demonftrated, that 
Spain had predetermined on a rupture with Great Britain long 
before the declaration made on the 16th day of June laft by their 
Ambaffador at the Court of London; had laid their plans, and 
prepared all their Governors abroad for fuch an event; and it 
would appear, had even fixed on the day, or at leaft nearly the 
time, on which it was to take place; for we are here informed, that 
war was declared at Porto Rico in a few days after the 16th of 
June. English veffels are known to have been carried into the 
Havannah as prizes in the beginning of Auguft laft. And from 
New Orleans I have the Governor’s own acknowledgment of his 
being apprized of the commencement of hoftilities on the 9th 
day of Ayguft laft: but how much earlier his intelligence of that 
event real as, is uncertain. However that be, it is now uncon- 
trovertibly known, that he has long ago been fecretly preparing 


*7We have reprinted these papers without alterations or changes, save that we 
have numbered the several documents in Roman figures.—Editor Louisiana Historical 
Quarterly. 
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for war. That having previoufly collected the whole force of 
the province of Louifiana, the independency of America was pub- 
lickly recognized by beat of drum at New Orleans on the 19th 
day of Auguft; and every thing being in readinefs for that pur- 
pofe, he immediately marched againft our forces of the 
Miffiffippi; and he fo effectually fucceeded by the capture, by 
ftratagem, of a King’s floop in Lake Pontchartrain, by the feizure 
of a fchooner in the river Miffiffippi on her way with rum and 
provifions for Manchack, a 1d of fix other fmall veffels on the lakes 
and in the river Amit. One of thefe laft with troops of the reg- 
iment of Waldeck, and another with provifions, and by preventive 
precautions in ftopping any communication of intelligence of his 
movements, being fent to this place; that he had nearly effected 
the reduction of the Weftern part of this province, before we at 
Penfacola were apprized, or had the fmalleft communication of 
his having commenced hoftilities; the information of that event 
having only reached me on the 14th of September, as intimated to 
your Lordfhip in my letter of that date; and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dickfon, it appears, was forced to capitulate on the 21ft day of 
that fame month. | | 


II 


Copy of a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Dickfon to Major-Gen- — 

eral Campbell, dated New Orleans, October 20, 1779. 

SIR, 

I SEND by Lieutenant Wilfon, for your information, a copy 
of a journal which I kept ever fince the commencement of hoftil- 
ities with the Spaniards. The dangerous and difagreeable fitu- 
ation I was in ever fince that period will be fully related to you 
by him, and I hope will in every particular juftify me, by con- 
vincing you that I have ufed my utmoft efforts, even to the laft 
minute, againft a great fuperiority of forces, with every other 
advantage an enemy could defire. I fend by Lieutenant Wilfon 
the Capitulation in Englifh, as propofed by me to his Excellency 
Don Bernardo de Galvez, and the original one in the French lan- 
guage, as finally concluded on between us. The terms are hon- 
ourable to the troops and favourable to the inhabitants, and I 


.. hope will meet with your full approbation. Engineer Graham, 


who has obtained leave from his Excellency Don Bernardo de 
Galvez to go to Penfacola on private bufinefs, was very ufeful 
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to me in drawing up the terms of Capitulation, and fince our 
arrival here, on many occafions, from his perfect knowledge of 


the French language. 


‘It is with pleafure I affure you, that all the officers and men 
under my command, behaved exceedingly well, and did every 
duty they were ordered with great chearfulnefs and exactnefs. 
Lieutenant Wilfson and the detachment of the Royal Artillery, 
as well as the additional gunners, diftinguifhed particularly, the 
day the enemy offered their batteries againft the redoubt. } 

- I muft, in juftice to his Excellency Don Bernardo de Galvez, 
fay, that the officers and foldiers, who are prifoners of war at 
this place, are treated with the greateft generofity and attention, 
not only by the officers, but even the Spanifh foldiers feem to 
take pleafure in being civil and kind to the prifoners in general. 

| I am, &c. 
(Signed) Alex. Dickfon, Lieutenant-Colonel 
16th regiment of foot. 


III 


Articles of Capitulation agreed upon and granted between his 
Excellency Don Bernardo de Galvez, his Catholick Majefty’s 
Governor and Commander in Chief of the Province and 
Forces of Louifiana, and Alexander Dickfon, Efq; Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of the 16th Regiment of Infantry, and Com- — 
mander of the Troops of His Britannick Majefty upon the 
Miffiffippi, &c. for the Garrifon and — of Baton —— 
in Weft Florida. | 


Article I. 


ae | The Garrifon fhall not be made prifoners of war, nor obliged 
to engage, nor to bear arms for a certain time. 


II. But they fhall go out with all the military honours, 


arms, baggage horfes, drums beating, matches lighted at both 


ends, colours flying, two pieces field artillery, with their ammu- 


nition for fifty rounds, and thirty-fix rounds for the infantry. 


III. The Garrifon fhall be conveyed as foon as _poffible, 
under a good efcort, and convoy, to Penfacola, in Spanifh veffels, 
either by the Balife, or the Lakes, as it may be thought proper; 
and the troops fhall be furnifhed with good and wholefome pro- 
vifions for the paffage, at leaft for three weeks, the veffels and 
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_provifions being firft examined and fearched by commiffaries 
appointed for that purpofe by Lieutenant Colonel Dickfon; and 
the charges and. expences fhall be repaid on the debarkation of 
the troops at Penfacola. 

IV. His Excellency Don Bernardo de Galvez, fhall Silovide 
the troops with a veffel of 100 tons burthen, or with two large 
boats, which fhall not be fearched; and, in cafe of want, with 
as many as fhall be found neceffary for conveying the wounded 
and fick, which fhall be able to undergo the fatigues of the voy- 
age: And the other fick and wounded that cannot. be conveyed 
immediately, fhall be permitted, as foon as they are able, to join 
their regiments; and, in the mean time his Catholic Majefty fhall 
furnifh them with every affiftance of which they may ftand in 
need. 

Anfwer. The fuperiority of the troops under my command, 
as well, as of arms, ammunition, and provifions, together with the 
knowledge I have of the bad fituation in which the troops and 
the Fort of Baton Rouge muft be, from which all communi- 
cation is cut off, having taken every veffel coming from Penfa- 
cola with troops and provifions, as well as the armed veffel Weft 
Florida, which was their only protection, and from which veffels 
there are already in town more than 150 prifoners of war: All 
this will not permit me to accede to the propofition of not making 
prifoners of war the British troops which are in the Fort of 
Baton Rouge. I therefore pofitively require their furrendering 
themfelves prifoners of war; but confidering the honourable de- 
fence made by Lieutenant-Colonel Dickfon, his officers and 
‘troops, they fhall go out with drums beating, pieces charged, and 
colours flying, five hundred paces from the fort, where they shall 
deliver the arms and colours to the troops under my command, 
and furrender themfelves prifoners of war, to be exchanged at 
the pleafure of the King my Mafter; engaging, at the fame time, 
that they fhall be treated with refpect;, and all poffible humanity. 
—The field officers fhall be permitted to wear their fwords.— 
The fort at the Natchez as depending on this, fhall be evacuated 
and delivered up to me; and the garrifon fhall have the liberty 
to retire to Penfacola, Jamaica, or fuch other place under the 
government of his. Britannick vty efty, as they fhall judge 
proper. | 

is in the above, is tio be confidered as 
anfwer to the lft, 2d, 3d, and 4th Articles. . 
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V. All the baggage and other effects, belonging to the offi- 
cers, foldiers, and other perfons of the garrifon, fhall remain 
their property, and be fent with om. 

Granted. 

VI. In cafe any foldiers, or other armed perfons, fhall he 
found in the garrifon, who have before been in the fervice of his 
Catholick Majefty, and have abfented themfelves without leave, 


that matter fhall not be examined into, but they fhall enjoy the 


terms of the capitulation, in as ample a manner as the others. 
Granted. 

VII. Every perfon that fhall have borne arms in this gar- 
rifon, fhall be treated as part of the garrifon, whether they are 
engaged in any military corps, or occupy any employ under his 
Britannick Majefty, or not. 

Being confidered as part of the garrifon, they fhall be prif- 


 oners of war, referving to myfelf the right to grant liberty (to 


thofe who are not Soldiers) or to enlift them if I think proper. 
VIII. All the negroes that fhall be found in the garrifon, 

fhall be delivered to their mafters, as alfo all the flaves taken 

or retaken fince the commencement of hoftilities between the 


- erowns of Spain and Great Britain in thefe environs. 


Granted. 

IX. The inhabitants of this diftrict, fhall be under the fame 
laws, and enjoy the fame privileges and immunities of religion 
and judicature, and fhall have the fame magiftrates as they had 


under the Englifh Government, at leaft till the peace fhall be 


re-eftablifed. | 
Granted in every point that fhall not be contrary to our 


laws, until the decifion of the King my Mafter is known. 

X. The inhabitants fhall, in like manner, be kept in full and 
entire poffeffion of all their effects and flaves, and in thort of 
every thing that belongs to them. 

Granted. | 

XI. All the cattle and other provifions taken from the in- 


habitants for the troops of his Catholic Majefty, fhall be paid 


for, without deduction, according to the eftablifhed price of fuch 
articles in Louifiania. | 

Granted, provided they fhall sade fufficient proofs. 

XII. All the inhabitants who fhall prefer quitting the coun- 
try or diftrict, in order to eftablifh themfelves in fome part of 
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the dominions of his Britannick Majefty, fhall be provided with 
a paffport for their perfons, families and effects, and they fhall 
be permitted to remain without being difturbed or obliged to take 
the oath of fidelity of his Catholic Majefty. 


Granted, in refpect to the liberty of retiring; but they fhall 
be obliged to take the oath of fidelity during their refidence in 
the jurifdiction of his Catholick Majefty. 

XIII. The effects moveable or immovable, whether of mil- 
itary or other perfons abfent or prefent, fhall remain their prop- 
erty, and they fhall have the right to fell or — of them, as 
they fhall judge proper. 

Granted. 

XIV. There fhall not be the leaft infult offered to the troops 
of the garrifon, by the befiegers; and the favages, mulattoes, 
and negroes fhall be stra prevented from infringing this 
ftipulation. 

Granted. 


Article XV. No papers, whether public or private, fhall be 
feized, fearched, or examined under any pretence whatever. 
Granted. 


Article XVI. Under the and 
- ftipulations, Lieutenant-Colonel Dickfon will deliver up to his 
Excellency Don Bernardo de Galvez the redoubt of Baton Rouge, 
with all the cannon now mounted upon the parapets of the re- 
doubt, and thofe that may be found belonging to it, which fhall, 
with all the remaining ammunition, &c. except what has been ex- 
preffed in the 2d article, be put into the poffeffion of fuch officer 
as his Excellency Don Bernardo de Galvez fhall fend for that 
purpofe, by the officer commanding the Royal Artillery of his 
Britannic Majefty in that poft. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Dickfon will, in like manner, deliver up 
to his Excellency Don Bernardo de Galvez, or to the Commiffaries _ 
he fhall pleafe to fend for that purpofe, all the provifions and 
other effects belonging to his Britannic Majefty, which are in 
the garrifon. 

At the time of the final ftipulation of the convention, the 
barrier or poft of the garrifon fhall be delivered up to the be- 
fiegers, and their centinels fhall relieve the centinels of the gar- 
rifon with all the military honours. 
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Mutual. hoftages fhall be-fent forthe accomplifhment of 
thefe articles, who fhall be delivered up as foon as the convention i 


N. B. In rhthoct to: the 9th the of this 
diftrict, in taking the. oath of fidelity to his Catholic Majefty, 
during the prefent war, that is to fay,-for the time that is granted 
them to quit the country, fhall be exempt from :bearing arms, at 
leaft againft their natural and primitive Sovereign his. Britan- 
nick Maj efty... . And in. refpect to the 12th article, -his. Excellency. 

the Governor: of Louifiana fhall permit the inhabitants of the 
town of New Orleans and province of Louifiana, and the- mer- 
chant veffels which are in the ports, to convey the Englifh inhab- 
itants, with their effects, to the deftination they fhall prefer. | 
accept the propofitions granted by his Excellency Don Ber- 
nando de Galvez, which are ftipulated in the French language, | 
having no interpreter of the Spanish language in the Fort 1 Baton 
Rouge, the 21ft of September, 1779. 3 
B. de Galvez. Dickfon, Lt. Colonel 
| 16th reg. Foot, 
| & Miftiftippi, &e. in Weft 
Plorida..- 


N. B. The inhabitanta of the diftrict of the N oes fhall in 
like manner enjoy the fame rights and privileges granted to thofe 
of this diftrict by the capitulation : And moreover the permif- 
fion to wear their fwords is granted to. all the officers without 


exception. 
B. de Galvez. _- Alex. Dickfon, Lt. Colonel 


ees 16th reg. Foot, com- 
| manding his Britannick 


| | Majefty’s troops on the 
Miffiffippi, &c. in Weft 
| | | Florida. 
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IV 


of Lieutenant-Colonel Dickfon’ reufons for ‘removing to 
Baton Rouge. . 
| THE various reports, feemingly well founded, “that: ‘the 
rebels were in force above, and meditated in a fhort. time an 
invafion of this part of the country, made it neceffary without 
delay to fix upon fome fpot where works might be thrown up 
' and fortifications erected, fo as to prevent, if poffible, the troops 
under my command, and _ the. country. I was fent to protect, from 
falling into the hands of the enemy. The fituation of Manchac 
was uhanimoufly condémnéd, and ‘the fort there confidered_ as 
indefenfible “againft cannon. Accordingly, on the 30th day of 
J uly; ‘1779, agreeable to my own. fentiménts, and thofe’ of | the 
éngineer and other officers I confulted on this occafion, ‘it ‘was 
determined to take poft at Meff. Watts and Flower’s Planta- 
tion at Baton Rouge, the fituation of which, and large quantity 
-of cleared ground, pointing it out as the only ‘place where T could 
have a reafonable profpect of accomplifhing. the intent of my 
command. I accordingly fent Engineer Graham with a. letter 
addreffed to the inhabitants, requfting them to co-operate with 
me in throwing up a redoubt on that place, with which they 
chearfully complied. | 
Having intelligence late I annie depend upon, on the 3d 
day of September, that his Excellency Don Bernardo de Galvez 
was approaching in force to attack me, and that the redoubt at 
this place was in pretty good forwardnefs, it was determined in 
a ‘council of war to remove the troops, artillery, and ftores, as 
foon as poffible, to the redoubt, which was accordingly done. 
On the 12th day of September the redoubt was invefted, and 
early in the morning of the 21ft a battery of heavy cannon was 
opened againft it; and after an incefftant fire on both fides for 
more than three hours, I found myfelf obliged to yield to the 
great fuperiority of his artillery, and to furrender the redoubt to 
his Excellency Don Bernardo de Galvez, who commanded the 
troops of his Catholic Majefty. | 
I am confident I fhould not have been able to have made — 
fo good a defence at Manchac, and of courfe to have procured 
fuch favourable terms for the troops under my command, and 
the country I was fent to protect. 
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On account of the redoubts being erected thereon, Governor 
Galvez, confidering the plantation of Meff. Watts and Flowers 
as belonging to the King, has accordingly taken it; and unlefs 
Government fhall make them a recompence, by reafon of their 
loyalty and readinefs to promote the protection of the country, 
they will lofe a very valuable property; I therefore moft ftrongly 
recommend them to Governmént for a generous fatisfaction. 

(Signed) Alex. Dickfon, Lieut. Colonel 

a 16th regiment of Foot. 


I do hereby certify, That having been confulted by Lieut. 
Col. Dickfon, when it was reported that the Rebels were coming 
down for to attack his Britannick Majefty’s poffeffions on the 
Miffiffippi, it appeared to me, that in our actual circumftances 
nothing better could be done than to erect a field redoubt in the 
clearing of Meff. Watts and Flowers, who had been generous 


- enough to offer the ufe of the land provifionally for that purpofe: 


and that hearing that the Spanifh forces under Don Bernardo de 
Galvez were coming to attack us, that it appeared to me that — 
nothing elfe was left but to make our ftand in the faid Field | 
Redoubt, the Stockade Fort at Manchac being untenable againft 


cannon. 
(Signed ) 
F. F. Graham, Affiftant-Engineer. 


V 


Return of the different detachments of his Majefty’s Troops, 
Prifoners at New Orleans, and the Pofts where taken. 


At Baton Rouge. 


Royal Artillery. 1 Second Lieutenant, 1 Corporal, 1 Bombardier, 
3 Gunners, 5 Mattroffes.—16th Regiment. I Lieutenant-Col- 
onel, 1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 1 Enfign, 1 Adjutant, 1 
Quarter Mafter, 1 Surgeon, 7 Serjeants, 6 Drummers, 120 
Rank and File.—Corps 60th Regiment. 1 Lieutenant, 4 
Rank and File. Waldeck Regiment. 2 Captains, 3 Lieute- 
nants, 3 Surgeons Mates, 8 Serjeants, 6 Drummers, 3 Ser- 
vants, 176 Rank and File.—Independent Company. 1 Cap- 
tain, 1 Enfign, 1 Serjeant, 14 Rank and File. andcarriton 
Staff. 1 Commiffary, 2 Affiftant Surgeons. 
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At Manchack. 


16th Regiment. 1 Serjeant, 4 Rank and File—Corps 60th Reg- 
iment. 1 Lieutenant, 1 Serjeant, 11 Rank and File—Inde- 
pendent Company. I Lieutenant; 1 Serjeant, 4 Rank and 
File. 


At Thompson’s Creek. 


16th Regiment. 1 Serjeant, 4 Rank and File-—Waldeck ee: 


At River Amit. 
Corps 60th Regiment. 3 Serjeants, 1 Drummer, 7 Rank and File. 
—Independent : Company. 1 Rank and File. 
_ Store Ship, River Miffiffippi. 
16th Regiment. 1 Rank and File. 


On the Lakes. 


16th Regiment. 2 Rank and File-—Waldeck Regiment. 1 Cap- 
tain, 3 Serjeants, 1 Drummer, 1 Servant, 49 Rank and File. 


Return of the Killed and Wounded. 


Royal Artillery. 1 Rank and File wounded.—16th Regiment. 1 
Rank and File killed; 1 Ditto wounded; 7 dead fince prif- 
oners.—60th Regiment. 1 Enfign killed—Waldeck Regiment. 
1 Enfign, 1 Rank and File, killed; 1 Lieutenant, 1 Surgeon’s 
Mate, 2 Serjeants, 19 Rank and File, dead fince prifoners.— 
Enfign Brock, 3d battalion 60th Regiment, Enfign Nolting, 


Waldeck Regiment killed—Lieutenant Leonardi, Waldeck | 


Regiment, died fince prifoner, on his way to New Orleans.— 
—Note, 1 Officer, 1 Serjeant, and 6 private Men, being very 
flightly wounded, and always fit for duty, not included in 
the above. | 


(Signed) Alexander Dickfon, 
Lieutenant-Colonel 16th Regiment of Foot. 


A true Copy. | James Campbell, 
Major of Brigade. 
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THE VENGEANCE OF THE NATCHEZ—1729. 


By CLEM G. HEARSEY 


This paper was read before the Louisiana Historical Society at its June, 
1927, Meeting. 

The fierce, shrill peal of the war whoop, the murderous 

hum of flying arrows and the crashing thud of falling toma- 
hawks, register the tragic notes in the Symphony of Doom, that 
pulsed and throbbed on the cold breath of the November gale 
at the little frontier settlement of Natchez in the remote Yester- 
day, when the vast Territory of Louisiana was in the dawn of 
its history. 
’ Jt was St. Andrew’s day it in the early morning, and there 
on the Stage of Life was enacted the red drama of Indian 
vengeance a drama without parallel for horror, cruelty and 
destruction, in all the broad Territory of Louisiana. 


Seven hundred and more of them—men, women and chil- 
dren, French settlers from Bienville’s Colony further down the 
river at New Orleans, felt the fangs and talons of Death, hid- — 
eously tearing and rending at their very vitals on that baleful 
day, and although France made the warriors pay in barbarous 
executions and bitter slavery, Natchez cannot forget, and her 
memories, as history’s pages call them up from the Grave of the 
_ Past, will ever bear the scar of a great wound—a sort of Mile 
Stone of Terror, along the Highway of the City’s progress. 


Its all of a hundred and ninety-eight years ago, Nov. 30, 
1729, that the village of Natchez, received its baptism of 
slaughter and was immersed in the Fountain of Blood. It 
disappeared like a battered wreck under a wave of savage 
ferocity, and it lay a heap of broken palisades, and charred 
ruins, Overgrown with Nature’s mantle of wild grass and 
choking weeds for several years. 

The fires of Vengeance fanned by the Red man’s hatred, in 
truth became a Conflagration of Destruction, and the spark 
which gave life to the brutal flame, was the despotism, the 
avarice of one man—the French Cpeneans at the Post, M. 
de Chopart. 

As the record is taken from Du Pratz’ s quaint history of 
- Louisiana, Infamy,. in its reeking, blood bedabbled cloak must 
ever shroud the memory of de Chopart, tyrant, braggart and 
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poltroon, for it was de Chopart, with no ‘sdieail for justice or 
right, who sought to crush the Indian beneath the iron heel of 
@ medeivial despotism, and instead transformed him from a 
peaceful dependant of the French into a Demon of Murder. 


- When France had exacted payment with the tall gibbet 
and wheel in the Place d’Arms in New Orleans, and sent hun- 
- dreds of the red warriors and their squaws as broken tortured 
slaves to the fever ridden marshes of Santo Domingo, Natchez 
roused from the lethargy of Death and took the road of painful 
progress once more. 

It grew and it prospered, passed dak and dangerous 
-periods in the South’s history, ever moving forward, until today 
it is one of the fairest spots along the broad river and is known 
for its culture, refinement and hospitality. 


Natchez, picturesque and stately, its slumbrous streets set 
with fine old mansions and affording long vistas of ancient 
interlocking trees, has an atmosphere all its own. 3 


It is an atmosphere suggestive of the elder day, and every 


breeze, laden with the perfume of the rose gardens and the pallid 


magnolias haunting its quiet walks, seems to whisper of romance. 


Romance is there as in few other cities of the South. There 
is romance which rings with war’s alarms, and romance which 
sighs gentle and musical with the theme of chivalry and love. 
But if you follow the road leading to the site of the Village of 
White Apple, you’ll find the connecting link with red romance— 
_ the romance of massacre and doom. 


You follow the well kept road which winds around the tall 
bluffs—bluffs ever seeming to mock and defy the sullen murmur- 
ing river hundreds of feet below—for several restful miles, ere 
you come to the beautiful spot where once stood the Village of 
White Apple. 


The Hand of Nature was lavish and generous when it iideitiid 


the scene on the lasting canvas of time. The tall banks, tree 
crowned, open on a broad highway that skirts a sheer descent 
to the marshy river flats. The way reaches through deep cuts 
of orange sand and clay and packed gravel, the hoary walls 
traced in a net work of gnarled roots and hanging vines, and 
opens on valleys and bottoms, set sleepily between pine crested 
hills, and closed at one distant end by green carpeted terraces 
and domes. 
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Where stood the Village of White Apple, was the home— 
the last home on the Mississippi River—of the great Natchez 
tribe. White Apple was laid out after the plan of the white 
man, in ordered streets and lanes, with cabins and huts built 
along the crude architectural lines of the early frontiersmen. 
Only in the center of the village was there a building typical of the 
Red Man and his idea of construction. 

| The building was the Council Lodge or Temple of the Sun, 
with the quarters of the Grand Sun, first chief in peace and war, 
and perpetual high priest of the Natchez tribe, and lesser priests, 
adjoining and connected by high clay walls. 

| The village was ideally located, close to the river, and set 
in the center of well cultivated acres where the one time warriors 
and their squaws pursued the peaceful art of agricultural de- 
velopment. They developed their crops, they garnered at harvest 
time against the coming winter, and when the frost was on the 
ground, and the bare aisles of the forest echoed with the sob of 
the icy wind and the crackle and snap of burrs and branches, 
they went forth in hunting parties, for meat for the lodges and 
pelts for the traders from down the river, 


But there were no war parties, nor even small tribal forays, 
for the Natchez were at peace with the world, and hungry for 
schooling in the white man’s arts, and even willing at times 
to listen to the gentle teachings of the good priest who kept 


_ the little church within the stockade at the post, 


As early as 1702, full sixteen years before Bienville laid . 
the first foundation for New Orleans, French settlers from Mobile 
and Biloxi had obtained a grant of land in the vicinity of the 
present site of Natchez. These settlers were in an evil way 
from the first and were viewed with suspicion by Stung Serpent, 
the war chief of the Natchez, and the priests of the Temple of 
the Sun. Several of them were the victims of sudden arrows 
sped from leafy ambush, or murderous tomahawk and scalping 
knife, rising and falling treacherously in the dark forest glades, 
and their severed, scalpless heads were set to grotesquely grin and 
rot on the sharp pickets, placed like a fence around the clay 
walls of the temple. Indeed, it was only with the greatest dif- 
ficulty that Father Cosme, the Jesuit missionary, was able to 
save the lives of the other helpless settlers, and send them under 
escort of warriors to Fort Maurepas at Biloxi. 
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Father Cosme, himself, with several Indian companions, 
some years after this, chanced the long and perilous trip to the 
Fort in a frail canoe. They followed the route of the brave 
La Salle down the great river to its mouth, and then navigating 
the shallows close in shore, headed eastward through the Gulf, 
finally reaching Biloxi. 

The devoted Jesuit was enthusiastic and eloquently described 


to Bienville, the governor, the possibilities for French expansion — 


up the great river. He was very earnest in emphasizing the 
danger of a descent of the heretic English from up country, and 
said that France should advance her banners before her ancient 
- enemies, the Savage Islanders, seized in their hard grip the rich 
territory. | | | 

Father Cosme and his Indians returned to the Natchez, and 
the fort at Biloxi long buzzed with the stories the priest had told. 
Finally when Bienville had rebuilt the stockade on Back Bay and 
restocked Fort Maurepas with arms and ammunition and a few 
brass culverins purchased from an English pirate, the new gover- 
nor made ready to test the missionary’s tale. | 

The exploring trip up the river was a memorable one ‘for 
its association with three names which will stand out in lasting 
characters in the Chronicle of the great Louisiana Territory. 
These three were the heroic Iberville, his younger brother, Bien- 
ville, and Henri de Tonti, the veteran comrade of the murdered La 
Salle. 

They spent several months on the difficult and dangerous 
journey, and with their little band of soldiers, pioneers and 
friendly Indians were ever menaced by war parties of hostile 
Chicksaws and Yazoos. 

It was on this expedition that the site of the post and set- 
tlement at Natchez was selected, but it was years later, in 1716, to 
be exact, that the plans as made by Bienville and his companions 
were carried out. This was two years before the founding of 
New Orleans, the present great metroplis of the South. 


The Natchez Indians were a power when Bienville and his 
companions first came to visit them, but through the good offices 
of Father Cosme, an amicable understanding was reached. With 
much barbaric display and weird invocations to the Sun, in not 
unmusical chants, the Indians went through the ceremony of the 
Calumet, or peace pipe, a custom derived from the Chicksaws, 
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and pledged the French King, Louis XIV, through Bienville his 
representative lasting friendship. 

Bienville and his companions returned to the Gulf settle- 
ments, and in time French pioneers flocked to the Natchez coun- 
try, and unwisely scattered as isolated units in the wilderness. 
They hunted and trapped for pelts, and even engaged in agricul- 
tural pursuits. What offense they gave the Indians, the record 


does not show, but in one brief season there was a general slaugh- 


ter of all the whites, with the exception of a few hardy trappers 
who fought their way through the treacherous ambuscades, and 
precipitately fled southward. 

They took the perilous path through cant swamp and 
morass to Fort Maurepas at Biloxi, and having escaped the mad 
saturnalia of blood, cried loudly for French vengance. 

Bienville assembled a strong party of soldiers, trappers and 
friendly Biloxi Indians, and for weeks Fort Maurepas on Back 
Bay was the scene of much drilling and maneuvering. The gover- 
nor was determined to punish the Natchez, and make secure the 
future by the erection of a _— stockade and military post in 
their very midst. 

The little army left Biloxi in canoes, and although it was in. 
the early spring of the year 1716, the weather was very severe, 
and the voyageurs encountered great hardship from cold and rain 
in battling their slow way up the river. ) 

At last they reached the country of the Natchez, and surpris- 
ing the Indians, surrounded them in their Village of White Apple. 
Bienville did not palter with his savage foes and would not meet 
them in the Ceremony of the Calumet, until the several petty 
chiefs who had instigated the murders and led the raiding parties 
were turned over to him for trial. | 

The Indians viewing with alarm the battle front of the 
French complied with the hard demand, and six of the petty 
chiefs were surrendered to Bienville. They were speedily tried and 
condemned, and early in the morning were hanged and strangled 
on a tall scaffold set up on the bluff overlooking the Mississippi 
river. 

After the European fashion in dealing with felons, the 
curpses were not given burial, but left to rot and feed a swarm 
of carrion birds, swinging in their clanking chains from the 
gibbet’s beam. | | 
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The Blood Atonement having been made, Bienville was ready 
for the ceremony of the Calumet, with Stung Serpent, the head 
war chief of the Natchez who had always been friendly toward 
the whites, and had opposed the raids and forays by the negegepee 
young walrriors. 

To secure their exemption from further punishment, the 


Indians agreed under a peace pact, to cut a great quantity of 


acacia wood, and deposit it in piles on the hill. The wood was 
to be used in the building of a fort, and when-the walls were 


firmly raised, the Indians were further required to furnish a large 
amount of bark of cypress trees, with which to cover the houses 


in the new posts. 

The Indians were tireless in their efforts to assist ‘the 
French, and dark skinned warriors, whose trade was battle, la- 
bored in the ditches with mattock and spade, digging. the 
entrenchments, or sweated and struggled with the frontiersmen 
in placing the heavy logs for the outer walls of the fort. 

By the late Autumn of 1716 the work was completed and the 
French had a strong fort, placed on a commanding hill, and 
surrounded by a fosse or wide ditch. The new stockade was 


named Fort Rosalie in honor of the Countess of Pontchartrain, 


wife of Louis de Phelypeaux, late chancellor of France under 
Le Grande Monarque. 3 
In the Spring of 1717, immigrants and their wives came up 
the river under escort and guidance of several canoe loads of 
soldiers, and it wasn’t very long before a thriving little village 


sprang up within the shadow of the protectne walls of Fort 


Rosalie. 
It was while on one of these excursions to the Natchez coun- 
try that Bienville selected the site for the city of New Orleans, 
and at the same time hoodwinked a strong party of English, 
sent to take possession of the country in the name of King 
George I. 

Bienville and a small band of soldiers'in canoes were going 
down the river, and not a great distance below where New Or- 


leans now stands, in rounding an abrupt bend in the stream, 


they saw before them a tall ship, flying the English flag, and 
showing formidable tiers of guns through its pierced sides. 

- England and France were then at peace and in alliance, the 
Regent of Orleans, having banished the Stuart Pretender from his 
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realm, and forced him to seek refuge and pension with Phi!» V 
of Spain, and Bienville knew that he might talk in reasonable 
safety with the strangers. 


The ship hailed the leading canoe, and Bienville went on 
board the great vessel for an interview with the captain. The 
English commander informed the French Governor that his ship 
was from the Carolinas, and had come through the southern seas 
in search of the great river, which flows down from the northern 
lakes and which the red men said was the “Father of Waters.” 
He went on to say that George I claimed all the land west. of the 
Atlantic colonies reaching to that great river. He had come to 
find that river so that he could plant the English flag on its 
banks and take formal possession of the territory in the name of 
his sovereign. 


Bienville was a quick thinker and vendhiten that his force _ 


was inadequate to cope with the invaders in a trial of arms, he 
determined upon a ready trick. The Briton’s head was full of 
wine, and Bienville sitting. with him in the officers’ quarters 
through the long Autumn evening, regaled him with stories of the 


richness of the vast territories along the southern see, further | 
to the eastward. 


“This is not the river you seek, my gallant friend,” assured 
the wily Frenchmen; “but only an arm of the sea that leads up 
country to an impenetrable forest full of fierce savages, great 
ravening beasts, and huge serpents, that spit fire and take into 


their cruel jaws, man and horse together at one greedy gulp, swal- — 


lowing them to the satisfaction of a terrible appetite. We have 
just escaped thence, and borne heavy scathe as the sad remnant 
of my force will show.” 


The Englishman was credulous and lent a ready ear to his 
clever deceiver’s discourse. “You return to the sea,” directed 
Bienville, “sail into the rising sun until you come to a great bay on 
your larboard quarter. Enter the bay and you have found the 
river. In good’ sooth, as wandering Indians have whispered the 
story to me, the river’s sands up from the sea show yellow, which 
may point the way to the El Dorado of all our voyageurs’ hopes.” 


The shallow pated English captain, convinced of the truth 
of the story, by the Frenchman’s earnestness, turned his ship 
about with break of day, next morning and sailed down toward 
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the gulf. That was the last the shrewd Bienville and his band 
saw of him, and to this day the bend in the river is known as 
English Turn. 

Natchez prospered amazingly, and in 1718 when Bienville 
founded New Orleans, the little village on the bluff boasted more 
than four score trappers and traders’ cabins, all built around 
Fort Rosalie, from whose small gate tower bravely flaunted the 
Fleur de Lys banner of France. - 

For two years there was trouble with the Indians, but finally 
in 1720 a French force, sent from down the river made a deter- 
mined campaign against the savages and soon reduced them to 
a state of friendly docility. The military operations were car- 
ried on from Fort Rosalie, and heavy toll in slaughtered warriors, 
was taken from the Indians. 

Stung Serpent and Grand Sun were men of peace and sought 
to calm the turbulent spirit of the Natchez. In consideration of 


their friendly attitude the French left the two great Chiefs and 


their warriors and retainers in full and quiet possession of their 
picturesque village of White Apple, which stood so near the fort. 


All went well with Natchez for more than six years. It 
is true that the younger settlement of New Orleans, named for 
the Regent, had outgrown all the villages, and in 1723, when 
Gov. Perrier took charge was named the capital of the Province, 
yet Natchez prospered as a trading post and was rene fair 
to extend its limits very considerably. 


After the Indian uprising of 1720 a strong wall of sharpened 
stakes was built around the main settlement, and the palisade 
joined the frowning battlements of Fort Rosalie. Many of the 
settlers lived far away in the forest at some distance from the 
_ fort, but the Indians had become altogether friendly and the 
- whites seemed in no danger. 


In 1725 or 1726 Governor Perrier sent up several large par- 
ties of immigrants from France, who had first landed at New 
Orleans, and by 1727, the Village of Natchez had more than 
seven hundred inhabitants. 


But then a blight fell upon the land—a blight which naeanel : 


with it a storm of blood and suffering. 


This was the coming of M. de Chopart, the new comman- 
dant to Fort Rosalie. 
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M. de Chopart was essentially a tyrant who believed in rul- 
ing his people by the hard standards of Feudal France. He hated 
the Indians, despised them as pagans, and made light of their 
prowess and valor in war. From the little that is known of him 
through the Chronicles of M. Du Pratz, he was with Bienville 
when New Orleans was founded, and had served in one or two 
small and inconsequential expeditions against the Choctaws on 


_ the other side of Lake Pontchartrain. 


After Bienville’s recall and the of Perrier 
Governor, de Chopart managed to receive the royal commission to 
take command at Fort Rosalie, and have under his jurisdiction all 
the French and Indians in the Natchez territory. He exercised the 
severest measures against the Natchez, who for the past year had 
shown a generous regard for the French, and took from them a 
considerable tract of land they had under cultivation to use as 
a parade or drill ground. | 


So offensive did he become to the Indians that through their 
very good friend and counsellor, a Jesuit missionary, they drew 
up a petition to Louis XV, the young King of France for his 
removal from the government of the post. The Jesuit, himself 
took the petition down to New Orleans, and placed it in charge 
of the captain of a war ship about to sail for France, directing 
the captain to forward the packet to Cardinal Fleury, who had 
succeeded the famous Abbe Dubois as King’s minister. | 

Whether the petition reached the cardinal is not known, but 
early in 1728 de Chopart was removed from office and forced into 
retirement. He went down the river to New Orleans and spent 
the late winter and early spring with Governor Perrier, who seems: 
to have been his close friend.. 


Late in April, 1729, through the influence of Perrier, he was > 


reinstated in his government, and returning to Natchez in May, 


showed an even greater hatred for the Indians, and swore that 
he would check their pride with the chains of slavery. 


His first official act upon resuming his power, was to pass 
laws governing the price the Indians might receive from the 
traders for their pelts. He reduced the price very materially and 
while the traders from down the river praised his judgment the 
Indians complained bitterly of his injustice. He also restricted 
the trading privileges of the Natchez and sought to encourage 
Chicksaws from distant points to trade at the — st 
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The next step in his brutal course was to attack the Indians’ 
very hearthstone so to speak, and then, for the French, the bells 
of Doom began to toll. de Chopart, intent upon humiliating and 
crushing the Indians, sent a peremptory order to.the Grand Sun 


and his councillors to appear before him in the guard room of | 


the Fort, and obedient to the summons the Natchez came. | 
They were jostled insolently by the rough soldiers and left 
standing on the open parade ground in the hot June sun for 


several hours, before they were admitted to the bilious presence 


of the despot. When they filed into the guard room between the 
soldiers, they saw de Chopart lolling back indolently on a cane 
settee, a negro slave standing by and fanning him with a broad 
palm leaf. 

The Grand Sun, although head of his N ation, was shown 


scant courtesy and left standing with his councillors, while de 


Chopart, eyeing them scornfully, imparted to them his com- 


mands. The commandant rose from his reclining position, leaned 


forward on a small table, conveniently placed at his side for ready 


reception of all too frequent glass and bottle, and savagely beat- 


ing the boards with his closed fists, cursed the Indians bitterly 
in French. 
de Chopart was in an ugly mood, his actions and his red, pas- 


sion inflamed face proclaimed this to the Indians, but what he 


said they could not understand, for the words rushed like a roaring 
torrent, and were very different from the slow well ordered and 

gentle speech they sometimes heard from their friend the Jesuit 
missionary. 


The frightened half-breed interpreter stood close to de Chop- 
art. but he did not attempt to explain to the imei unoffending 


visitors the commandant’s strange mood. 
--M. de Chopart, the first heat of his bad humor passing, moved 


his bulky frame to comfortable adjustment. on the settee, signifi-. 
cantly tapped the basket hilt of his Seventeenth. Century rapier, 


and with a few more mouth filling oaths gave his reasons for 
summoning the chiefs. 


He spoke through the _ interpreter, —_ the half-breed 


trembled and faltered as he gave the mighty Natchez chief the 
order which was to disposses the Indians of their fair home. 
“The commandant,” spoke the half-breed, “wishes to further 
honor the great king beyond the big waters. In his name he will 
build a handsome new town, and where may site more suited for 
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this mark of love for the Great King be found, than that now 
occupied by your Village of White Apple.” 

Grand Sun started back in pained surprise, and his coun- 
cillors grunted sullen disapproval of such a drastic order. But 
de Chopart, reading opposition in their manner, sprang heavily 
to his feet, half drew his sword and bellowed in I rench: “You 
must immediately give up the village; God’s curse upon you for 
rebellious swine; and soon my town, a league square, will rear as 
tribute to my king where now your unsightly hovels offend the 
sight, and taint the air with evil smells.” | 

Grand Sun retained the cold, indifferent calmness of his 
race. He drew himself up to his imposing height, folded his 
arms across his broad chest and said in slow, solemn tones: 

“Our fathers have lived in that village for as many moons 
as there are hairs in my double queue. Even the great captain, 
Bienville, our friend and protector, confirmed us in its possession, 
when our young men following evil counsel, sought the blood of 
their white brothers. Therefore, in the eyes of the Great Spirit 
of the Sun, it is good that we, the Children of the Sun, abide 
there till the blanket of flame envelope us.” 

The trembling interpreter haltingly translated this meek de- 
fiance, and de Chopart fell into another fury greater than his 
first display of temper. He sprang from the settee like a lumber- 
ing aurochs about to charge; strode up and down the long room, 
his hand playing menacingly with the hilt of his sword, and his 
eyes burning with the angry fires of hate. 

And then turning on the Indians he roared in his bull voice: 
“It must be as I say, and speedily too, else will my musketeers 
move you thence in bloody rout. 

Grand Sun with all the unemotional philosophy of his race 
sought to temporise. He said that the ruling was hard; that the. 
hearts of his people were warm in their love for the French, and 
that the French should protect them as children who are seeking 
to learn, not drive them forth to the forest poeeen, like enemies 
to peace and justice. 

“But the will of the white chief is strong medicine that will 
purge us from the land if we stand against him,” the Grand Sun 
concluded his appeal, ‘and I will call my tribesmen to the Temple 
and tell them that their fair White Apple is rotting on the stem 
and soon must fall in the dust of exile.” 
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With slow formal salute, the Grand Sun and his councillors 
turned, and then in stately step passed from the guard room. 
And de Chopart cursed them as they went. 

Although the weather was depressing with the summer’s 
first heat, the Council fire was piled high in front of the open 
, Space before the Temple of the Sun, and with cracking, sputtering 
pine knots was kept burning through the long night. Grand Sun 
and the painted priests sat on a long platform at the Temple door, 
and around them in a great throng were gathered the braves and 
their squaws. The debate lasted through the night, and only 
closed when the first shafts of red in the eastern sky called the 
priests and tribesmen to their barbaric ceremony of welcoming the 
Orb of Day. 

The morning was well advanced when Grand Sun and his | 
councillors again appeared at the post and sought audience with 
the commandant. “We bring him our answer to his hard de- 
mands,” the chief informed the sentry, whose long service in the 
wilderness, gave him a parte: understanding of the Natchez 
tongue. 

The Indians were admitted and de Chopart received them 
coldly, and with a darkly frowning brow. 

“Your decision,” he growled; “France finds small patience 
in paltering with rebels to the king’s wishes.”’ | 

Grand Sun explained through the interpreter the result 
of the last night’s council. The Indians were in a hard case, 
their situation was most unhappy one. All their crops were 
planted and soon would shoot above ground. If they were com- 
- pelled to depart before harvesting their crops, they would go. 
forth as wanderers in the wasteland to starve, and their squaws 
and their children would become food for carrion 1 birds and gaunt 
wolves. 

The Indians, the Grand Sun urged, threw shentiaboes upon 
the mercy of the Great White Father’s representative, and asked 
but to stay in their village until another Spring had come. 

But de Chopart was adamant, and seemed bent upon the 
- destruction of the peaceful Indians. Raging like a madman, he 
drove the Natchez from his presence, with threats and curses, 
telling them that unless they were gone in a fortnight, his men of 
war would harry them with fire and sword. 

The abuse and injustice put upon them rankled in the proud 
hearts of the Indians, and that night the Natchez council again — 
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met with the Grand Sun, but in secret within the Temple Walls. 
Only proven warriors and sage old men were admitted to that 
conference, and the bloody decision was reached to fight tyranny 
with strategem, gain sufficient time to summon the braves from all 
the wide territory, and unleash the tomahawk and unsheath the 


knife, to flush them in a bath of blood in the bodies of their foes. .- 


de Chopart, like all despots and men of small vision was avari- 
cious, and when an emissary of the Grand Sun, whispered to him 
in broken French, that great stacks of valuable skins and furs 
were ready for him if he would delay the exile of the Natchez 
until the first buds of spring showed their smiling faces above 


the frozen ground, the commandant was in a more reasonable 


mood. 

The tryant accepted the bribe: silat then he let it be known 
that he had considered the Indians’ appeal for time to harvest 
their crops, which were already planted. He would delay building 
the new town several months, but by next March the Natchez 


must leave the district altogether, ‘one yield their land to new 


settlers. 


The Indians having gained the brief respite set about their 


plans of a terrific vengeance on a most elaborate scale. Bundles 
of sticks were sent by runners to chiefs of other tribes, and each 
bundle contained as many sticks as days which were to pass ere 
came the day which was to seal the fate of all the French in 
bloody massacre. That no misunderstanding as to the fixed day 
should arise, each runner was instructed to abide with his bundle, 
and draw from it every morning one stick, which he was to break 
in pieces and cast away. The day of the last stick would hear 
the war cry and the death scream of the Natchez. | 

M. de Chopart received the price of his perfidy, covertly and 
at night, and when opportunity was his, sent the fine pelts down 
to New Orleans, requesting his friend Governor Perrier to sell 
them for him to European traders, who would pay a higher price 
than the buyers who every spring came to Natchez. The com- 
mandant won a handsome profit from the sale, and he instructed 
his friend Perrier to put the money out at interest for him. It 


- was his intention, in a few years, to leave the colonies and go 


back to France with the fortune he had ey gained, and 
live like a seigneur the rest of his days. 

The summer passed and the falling russet leaves in the 
forest proclaimed that autumn was near. The bundles of sticks 
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were in the Indian villages, religiously guarded by the messengers, 
and daily growing smaller, as the messengers true to their in- 
structions, each morning drew out a twig and snapped it in twain. 

The Reign of Blood was rapidly drawing near. J > 

Indians in long silent files, traversed the gloomy reaches 
of the woods and headed for the vicinity of the Village of White 
Apple. They came from far and near and soon the braves were 
ready for the war paint and the chant of death. Through the 
long chill nights of early winter, while the wind moaned and 
sighed in the bare tree tops, and the fog came up in ghostly 
mantle from the river, the settlers at the post, looking toward 
White Apple, saw many red splotches against the curtain of mist, 
and knew that the Indians in the forest were gathered at their 
council fires. 

On the fifteenth of November the first warning of impending 
doom was given the French. Strung Arm, a young Indian woman, 
niece of the Grand Sun, crept furtively into the stockade gate in | 
the grey dusk of the chill dawn, and begged the sentry to awaken 
the Commandant that he might hear her story. 


Hours later de Chopart admitted her to his presence, and 
she unfolded a tale that well might have alarmed any able cap- 
tain and set him on his guard. She had heard of the Indians’ plot 
to massacre the French; the braves had been assembling to the 
Council of Death for weeks, and they were still coming from up 
country and beyond the river. She had heard the plot while 
lying concealed behind some skins in the Grand Sun’s Lodge. 
She came to warn the French because she loved the benevolent, 
gentle old priest who ministered at the little chapel in the settle- 
ment, and had been so kind to the Indians during the great sick- 
ness five moons agone. She wanted to save the life of the Jesuit, 
even at the cost of betraying all her tribe. 


Here the mellow tints of romance touch the tragic picture, 
and for a fleeting moment lessen the somber gloom of its crimson 
coloring. The Indian woman’s love for the priest might have been 
sincere enough, but there was an even stronger tie binding her | 
to the Fortunes of the Post, and that was a young subaltern, not 
long out from his native Normandy, and only recently sent up 
the river by Perrier from New Orleans. 

M. de Choppart was the born egotist; he was secure in his 
pride and arrogance, and despised the Indians as mongrel curs, 
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too pitiful to yap at the heels of the mastiff French. He abused 


the Indian woman for her act of mercy, had her driven from 


the post by his brutal soldiers, and swore that if he heard any 
more of her lies, he would have her publicly whipped by the 
town hangman on the parade ground. 

But the activity that was going on at the Village of White 
Apple and in the surrounding forest was such that it could not 
escape the notice of the French at the Post, All through the — 
night the Council fires burned, and in the lurid glow, which 
merged with the shadow of the trees, indistinct forms, circled 
and whirled, like wraiths of doom borne on the blasts of hell.. 

And on the brisk breeze or whistling wind was carried 
afar the throbbing echo of a wild strange chant, which old fron- 
tiersmen within the palisade at Natchez heard with wonder and 
alarm. 

“It’s the war song they’re singing out there in the woods,” 
said one old Coureur du Bois, just down from the Illinois country, 
and the swinging devils we see in the smoke and flame are the 
Indians in their knife and hatchet dance.” The old man shook 
his head gravely and looked to the state of his weapons. 

But still de Chopart scoffed at danger. With bluster and 
bombast he told of his own triumphs over the Indians in the Pont- 
chartrain wilderness close to New Orleans, and said that the 
Natchez were but skunks compared to the Choctaw wolves. From 
boasting he became sinister and cruel, and cursing the townsmen 
for whispering canaille, swore that he would imprison the first 
man who spread the rumor of an Indian uprising. | 

de Chopart went to the braggart’s extreme of daring the 
Indians to attack the post. He sent his interpreter to Grand 
Sun demanding of him when he was going to loose his pack 
of squaws to die on the steel of proven soldiers, and assuring him 
that the hangman’s rope was ever dangling for rebels. 

Of course the Grand Sun dissembled as only an Indian can. 
He raised his long right arm and pointed toward the sun, pale 
and sickly in its shroud-like dressing of slatey clouds, and said 
that the spirit in the Mantle of Gold, enjoined all men to peace, 
and the Natchez, his children were not disobedient. “We love 
our white brothers,” he assured the interpreter, “and would give 
them the warm embrace of friendship, not the chill kiss of death.”’ 

St. Andrew’s Eve saw tumult in the Village of White Apple. 
The bundles of sticks had dwindled with the passing days, until 
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there were only two twigs in each. The chiefs were impatient 
and urged immediate action, for rumor had reached the village 
that soldiers were on their way up the river from New Orleans. 
“Let us rob time of two lagging days, and give our thirsty 
blades to drink of the blood of our enemies,” advised Mancach- 
tape, the youthful chief of the ‘Yazoos; “my braves have traveled 
far and would return to their lodges, ere the next moon blinks 
its failing eyes to sleep.” 


The advice was good and with much solemnity, the remain- 
ing twigs were cast into the altar fires of the Temple of the 
Sun. Final preparations were made for the descent on the fort, 
with the first coming of dawn, and the war paint was laid on 
savage faces, in thick fantastical daub. 


Grand Sun then gave his last orders: “Within the wooden 
walls,” he said, “sweats and bloats a poison toad. He boasts, 
yet he is afraid. There is no blood in his veins, only thin streams 
of sickly water, that will run like women’s tears when our fierce 
challenge to battle rings in to-morrow’s morn. Ye know him 
for a dog that has brought this doom upon his people, and upon 
our hopes of peace with the white man. Let no warrior make 
small his valor by slaying him. He is too little for battle proven 
brave, and the least amongst us must be his doomsman. Hither, 
Little Snake, ye who are but a squaw in courage, whose heart 
flutters even when the altar fire in the Temple claims its victim.” 


A mean, deformed Indian detached himself from the group 
of young men near the door of the lodge and shambled forward 
on uncertain legs to the platform where stood the Grand Sun. 
Grand Sun surveyed him contemptuously for a moment, and then 
from beneath his robe drew a wooden tomahawk. 


“This is your glaive for to-morrow’s fray,” he said, handing 
the implement to the grinning half wit; “when the eagles swoop 
upon their prey and glut beak and talon in the Feast of Despair, 
do you seek out the craven white chief, and with this child’s toy 
’ show him how to enter the long sleep. No warrior must touch 
him, no man’s weapon find his life.” » 


After a short pause the Grand Sun spoke further: “Harken 
well ve wolves, whose fangs snap hungrily for the quarry’s 
throat, spare no white man within reach of your slaughterous 
desire, save only one the Praying man, the weak pale face, in 
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woman’s gown, who talks ever with the Great Spirit in the sky. 

He has ministered to our sick, favored our cause with the Mon- 

ster of Treachery who has brought this woe upon us, and his 

blood will be but bitter drink in our cup of vengeance. : 

“Harm not the men of black skin, for they are slaves whose 

crushed and trampled hearts reflect the wounds their shoulders 

a bear from cruel whips. Such aid as they can will they give us. 
Kill the women, or save them for your wig-wam drudges, as 

your desires may direct you.” 


It was a gloomy night St. Andrew’s Eve, and the town of 
Natchez, nestling within its carelessly kept stockade on the hill, 
was wrapped in the cold embrace of an early winter storm. The 
wind howled a requiem, as though the elements were combined | 
in the Service for the Dying, and the rain, slanting on the breath i} 
of the gale, deluged the red earth in a benediction of icy tears. 


The gates of the stockade swung open, creaking and groan- 
ing in the battering of the tempest. No watch was kept, and 3 
the French in the fort and frail cabins were deep in a slumber 
which was already grasping hands across the Chasm of Shadows 
with the Sleep of Death. 


_ The patient, earnest Jesuit priest at the post, was wealatal 
early, as St. Andrew’s Day was to be ushered in with service at | 
the chapel which stood just behind the fort. \ 


Enveloping himself closely in his thin cassock, and battling 
his way through the wailing storm, he wandered forth from his 
little shack, his heart warm with the call of ‘duty. It was dark, 

_very dark, and the priest’s sandaled feet found many cold puddles, 
ere he reached the step of his chapel, and slowly opened the 
door. Far off in the east the pall of night was dissipating, and- 
gray clouds, like funeral ashes showed through the canopy of 
black. 

The priest from his shepherd’s horn winded three shrill 
blasts, calling the devout to worship, and then it was that the 
Ring of Death beyond the stockade broke, and in long silent. 
lines, which moved crouching and sinuously, like great destroying 
serpents, passed through the open gates of the wooden wall. 

= As burning tallow wicks flared through chinks in the cabin 

— walls, and the pioneers stirred from their last sleep, the war 

ig whoop sounded, shrieking and dismal, above the sough of the 

i wind and the hiss of the rain. The red clouds of doom swept 
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through the waving mist of early morning, carrying in its folds 
the Tempest of Destruction. | 
| The devoted priest was the first to fall, although imperative 
orders had been give by the Grand Sun to spare him in the or- 
dered slaughter. A strange Indian from the Yazoos beyond the 
river, who had not heard the final instructions in the Temple 
lodge, rushed upon the good missionary as he stood on the chapel 
step, holding aloft in hand that never trembled the cross of his 
faith, and crashed murderous tomahawk through his brain pan. 
There were more than fifteen hundred Indians in the war 
party, and the defenseless settlers, entirely off their guard, fell 
before the savage rush like chaff in the flailing arms of the 
hurricane. In the semi-gloom, the warriors used tomahawk and 
knife and war club, piling the writhing bodies before the cabin 
doors as the French rushed fourth in consternation and terror. 


Babies were torn from their screaming mothers’ arms, and 
swung by their feet as clubs, their weak skulls crashing against 
cabin walls and their bloody remains strewing the slushy ground. 
Women were ripped open with long knives, and gasped out their 
lives in an agony of pain, and the very fiends of the realms of 
darkness seemed to have possessed the Indians in their mad rage. 


With yapping howls and yells a band of negro slaves, who 
had been waiting for the signal of the massacre, sprang from 
behind the commissary or Western Company’s ware-house, and 
joined the Indians in the revel of murder. They were Congo 
negroes, with all the instinctive cruelty of their race, and their 
barbarous activity on that fatal day, went beyond the worst the 
Indians did with their tomahawks and knives. 

The negroes and Indians rushed the ware-house, killing the 
few drowsy and surprised soldiers who attempted to bar their way, 
and soon casks were broached, and the fumes of rum and raw 


brandy added heat to the murder inflamed brains of the savages. : 


As the light of unfriendly day grew stronger, the Indians fell 
to their favorite war game of the bow, and the arrows whizzed 
through the streets and lanes, transfixing in their flight, panic 
stricken fugitives, seeking madly the means of escape from that 
maelstrom of horror. | 
With the very first alarm, the soldiers rushed from the 
_ fort, an undisciplined, bewildered pack. They were half dressed 
most of them weaponless, and presented no battle formation to 
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their desperate foes. The few who had their crude muskets, 
found their powder damp, feebly flashing in the pan as they 
sought to fire their pieces. — 

A band of fierce Yazoos with Mocachtape at their head 
rushed the soldiers at the gates of the fort and speedily over- 
whelmed them, pursuing the remnant to the guard room, where 
the slaughter was continued until the last musketeer lay butchered 
and scalpless on the blood besplattered floor. 

Out in the village the massacre of the townspeople continued. 
all through the drear November day, and while the slow rain 
soaked the ground and thinned and dissipated the pools of fresh 
blood, the arrows buzzed like fatal wasps and relentless toma- 
hawk, knife and war club rose and fell. 

Grand Sun and his principal chiefs established their head- 
quarters in the warehouse, and by runners sent the orders to the 
warriors to slay no more white women, but to bring those yet alive 
to the Council where their fate would be determined. The order 
was obeyed, and by evening there were several score hysterical, 
screaming women held in one of the rooms of the warehouse 
under guard of Natchez warriors. 2 

Early in the fray Little Snake the Coward and deformed 
did his work well and was the doomsman of M. de Chopart, the 
commandant. Little Snake was with the Yazoos at the slaughter 
in the guard room, grinning as he fingered the blunted blade 
of the wooden tomahawk. Like a bloodhound tracking his quarry, 
he detached himself from the howling company, and vigilantly 


sought his prey, laughing fiendishly at the work he had in hand. 


Like a shadow he flitted through the rooms of the post, 
and although his step was halting and like a cripple’s he was 
swift and made no noise. He found de Chopart shivering in his 
night dress, hiding behind a barrel of powder in the magazine 
room, and with the growl of a ravening beast, rushed upon him. 

For all his boasting of his exploits against the Choctaw 


‘wolves, de Chopart was a coward when faced by a Natchez 


skunk, and fled screaming from the room, and sought the thick 
shrubbery of the garden for place of concealment. Little Snake, 
yelling and laughing in an insane glee, held his trail, and as the 
commandant sprawled on his hands and knees, beneath a red rose 
vine, groaning and sobbing in terror, the Indian beat out his 
brains with his wooden tomahawk. He ripped off a remnant of 
the battered scalp to bear it in triumph to the Grand Sun. 
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And so the man whose arrogance and tyranny had raised 
the storm of blood, met fitting doom at the weak hands of a 
known poltroon. | 

When the drab, dull pall of evening fell, red tongues of 
fire shot skyward, lessening the gloom and defying the shadows 
of impending night to hide the work of death. Natchez was 
given to the flames, and hours later, the frosty, pallid moon 
looked down through flying clouds upon the charred smoking 
embers of the once thriving and happy settlement. Seven hun- 
dred men, women and children were dead and the prestige of 
the French in the middle valley country destroyed, all because 
of one man’s harshness and cruelty. 

There was consternation in New Orleans when news reached 
the city of the horror, and as there was fear of a general rising 
of the Chickasaws, the forts around the city were strengthened, 
and a message sent to France for help, in one of the Western 
Company” s ships. 
| But the Choctaws were faithful to the French, and- Leaseur 
went alone to their villages and collected seven hundred warriors 
who were willing to help avenge the massacre at Natchez. 

Governor Perrier sent an officer named Mispleix, with a 
party of five men, as scout in advance of the small army Chevalier 
de Loubois was to lead into the Natchez Country. Mispleix and 
his five companions were captured by the Natchez, as they were 
creeping through the woods near Fort Rosalie. The unfortunate 
Frenchmen were taken to the bluff overlooking the river, one 
burned at the stake. 

Loubois and his army aciheel in the Natchez country, J an. 
30, six days after Mispleix and his companions had met their 
cruel fate. The Natchez proposed peace but demanded for the 
ransom of the women and children they held prisoners two hun- 
dred barrels of powder, two thousand flints, two hundred knives 
and as many axes, hoes, shirts, coats, pieces of linen and gingham, 
twenty fancy coats, laced on every seam, and as many laced hats 
with plumes; twenty barrels of brandy, and twenty barrels of 
wine. The demands were rejected, and the Natchez threatened 
to burn the women and children on the bluff in sight of the 
French. 

Lesseur and his Choctaws, now amounting to 1200, arrived, 
and the French commander could not restrain his Indians. At day- 
break on the morning of Jan. 31, 1730, the Choctaws, in spite 
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of their leaders’ entreaties fell upon the Natchez, camped without 


Fort Rosalie, and after three hours battle came away with sixty 
scalps and eighteen Natchez prisoners. They penetrated into 
the warehouse which had been barricaded and rescued fifty one of — 
the women and children prisoners held by the Natchez. They also 
carried away one hundred and six of the negro slaves. In the 
foray the Choctaws lost only two men killed, with eighteen 


‘wounded. 


But the Natchez were well entrenched, and having repaired 
the walls of Fort Rosalie, set at defiance the French and their 
Indian allies for several weeks. Loubois, in command of the 


_ French, was sadly discouraged. Ammunition was scarce, it was 
hard to keep in control the Choctaws, and his army generally 


was inclined to careless indifference. He had eleven field pieces 
which had been brought up from New Orleans, and placed these 
cannon menacingly in bastions before the very walls of Fort 
Rosalie. | | | 

The Indians were frankly frightened at this display and 
sent word to Loubois that if he did not at once dismantle his guns, 
they would burn every French woman and child they held as 
prisoners. If, however, the commander took the guns away, they - 


would free the women and children and send them to the French | 
Army. 


Loubois was delighted, although the Indians did not know 
it, the guns were utterly useless, as there was not a man in all 
the army who knew how to load and fire them. The commander 
agreed to the terms, withdrew his guns, and that very evening 


~ the women and children laughing and weeping hysterically in 
- their sudden change of fortune came into camp and were later . 


sent down to New Orleans where they were well cared for. 


After the surrender of the women and children the French 
exacted terrific vengeance on three negroes, captured by the Choc- 
taws in the raid on the Natchez, who had been most active in stir- 
ring up the slaves to join the hostiles. These negroes were turned 
over to the Choctaws and taken to the bluff overlooking the river 
and were tied to stakes. Blazing arrows were shot through their 


arms and thighs by Choctaw archers, and then screaming and 


struggling in their torture they were slowly roasted to death with 
glowing pine-knots. This dark drama was enacted in front of 


the whole army. 
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Two or three nights later, the Indians quietly left Fort Rosa- 
lie after setting it on fire, crossed the river and fled through the 
forest, finally settling on the banks of the Red River, 180 miles 
from its juncture with the Mississippi, where they built a strong 
palisade, after the manner of the French. 

Governor Perrier’s forces tracked them relentlessly, and by 
the spring had invested the Natchez Fort, using mortars to effect 
_ its destruction. The Indians made several sorties, but each time 
were driven back to their walls with great slaughter. The mor- 
tars did great damage, and finally Grand Sun listening to the 
wailing of his women and children, unconditionally surrendered 
to the French 3 

Grand Sun and his principal chiefs with hundreds of his 
warriors and their squaws, were taken to New Orleans and sold 
as slaves to the Spaniards in Hispanola. Scores of the Indians died 


of an epidemic before they could be removed from their fort on 


the Red River. As one story has it, Little Snake, the half wit, and 
two of the negro slaves who had murdered and ravished women 
during the massacre at Natchez, wére barbarously broken alive 
on the wheel in the courtyard of Old Fort St. Louis, which stood 
at the present site of the juncture of Decatur and Barracks streets. 

Small consideration was shown Stung Arm, the Indian wo- 
man, who had sought to save the French by warning them of the 
impending massacre. She was sold along with the others as 
slave to the Spaniards. | 

So is the bloody record of Natchez written and stands wishes 
out parallel in all the history of the Mississippi Valley. 


\ 


Mr. Hearsey has presented a time-worn topic from a fresh 
and unique point of view. In printing it the Quarterly follows 
a settled policy that this publication is a forum, wherein an au- 
thor has the right to be heard. The Editor does not undertake 
to review his argument, either on the facts, or on his conclusions. 
We must add, however, that we have been greatly entertained by 
it, and we trust our readers will share the same feeling. 

H. 
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GOVERNOR UNZAGA DECIDES THAT THE FAMILY 
MEETING HAS NO PLACE IN SPANISH PROBATE 
PROCEDURE IN LOUISIANA, 1771 


| A tutor asks for a family meeting to advise reaaidiee the lease of a plantation 
| belonging to his wards and the court eee the plea. 


Translated from the original documents in the Spanish Archives in the 
Cabildo at New Orleans. : 


By LAURA L. PORTEOUS 


_ THE DOCUMENTS Don Thomas Pore tutor to the 

‘Year. J(esus) M(ary) J(oseph) Cazelar minor through my at- 

1771 torney say; that. the partition 

. Proceedings for the lease of the Provenche succession 
of the Cazelard Minors’ having been made between the 

q ; Plantation on Mr. Poree’s said minor and Mr. Beaufort 

: petition. i empowered as tutor for the Dor- 

q No. 3956. val minors it is convenient to 

| Judge The Lord Escribano the interests of the said minor 
| Governor.  Garic. that the part of the plantation 

| — and also the negroes which be- 

— long to him may be leased in consequence of which may it please 
| Your Lordship to order that the said plantation be published in 


} this city as it is for rent for three years. Wherefore. 


| | To Your I pray it please you to provide and order as I 
I | Lordship. have petitioned as it is from justice, costs and I swear 
| it does not proceed from malice and it is necessary. 


«| | Let him be conceded the license which he petitions on the 
&§ - conditions with which he wishes it carried out. These must be 


_ presented to the Assessor to whom it is entrusted in order that 

_ it be made known to the bidders. It will be carried into effect 

_ the fourth of the current month at the accustomed hour. 
Unzaga. 


| Provided by His Lordship Don Luis de Unzaga, Captain | 
_ General and Governor of this Province who signed in New Or- 
_ leans, on February first of the year one thousand seven hundred 
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and seventy one to which I certify. Amended. February first 
all attested. 
Juan B. Garic 
Notary Public. 


Notification. I certify that on the said day, month and year, 


I, the Escribano made known the foregoing decree 


to Mr. Pore in pare 
Garic, Notary. 


INVENTORY OF THE NEGROES AND LIVE STOCK WHICH 
ARE ON THE CAZELARD MINORS’ PLANTATION. 


to wit. 
NEGROES. 
THE WOMEN 
Maraingoins and three children.................. 
Marie Jeanne and three children................ 
Angelique and two children....... 
Sansoucis and his wife............. 
TOTAL OF THE N EGROES. 29. 
HORNED CATTLE. 
8 Bulls. 
36 Cows and Calves............... .. 44 animals 


This inventory I certify as true. | 
New Orleans the first of February, 1771. 
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In the city of New Orleans on February second of the year 


one thousand seven hundred and seventy one Don Cecilio 


Odoardo, Assessor General, commissioned by His Lordship, the 
Governor and Captain General having seen these proceedings 


said he ordered and did order the publication of the lease be 


made within three days time and that therein be received the 


bids and overbids which will be offered for the said plantation 


and negroes for the three years rental of them which must begin 
to run from the days the bidding is concluded. He assigns Mon- 
day the fourth of the present month as the day the said lease 


will be concluded. The publication of the conditions of the lease 
must be called which are as follows: | 


Firstly, that at taking possession by the lessee an inven- 
tory will be made of the implements which are offered for rent 
as also of the negroes and all the rest will be placed in charge 
of the said lessee, and at the request of the tutor the price of 


_ the lease in hard pesos will be paid every six months into the 


hands of the said tutor, and that the first payment will be made 
_ the fourth of August of the current year and in this manner 
for the rest of the years. That the lessee will have a third 


part of the offspring of all animals with the exception of the 
negroes and that they can take away with them the third part 
of the said offspring at the end of the said lease. And that he 
will compensate for the forced death of the said negroes and their 
escape if there is any. That he will clothe, feed and give medical 
treatment to the said negroes in all their illnesses. He will es- 
tablish them in the Holy Roman Catholic Religion. The lessee 
must keep up the said plantation, its houses, cabins, work-shops 
and fences in the state in which he receives them without this 
he can not expect to receive, nor have put in on his account any 
other reparations, nor enlargements that could be made for his 
convenience during this lease. He can not ask a lower discount 
nor moderation of the price for any cause that may happen, such 
as for sterility, for too much, or too little water, fogs, fire nor 
for any other thing that may occur, thought of, or not thought of, 
because this lease is made all at the risk, hazard and casualty of 
the lessee and with all that the law of the Recopilacion stip- 
ulates, or if on the contrary he should claim, say or allege other- 
wise, he may not be heard in Court, nor outside of it, because 
then and at the prices that will be offered he can settle and ar- 
range beforehand. For this he will renounce the law of fraud 
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(Royal Ordinance of Alcala de Henares) and the coil lessee must 
and shall give good bond and security. 

Item. That all or any produce that will be made on the 
said plantation and during this lease will remain expressly mort- 
gaged for the payment of the rent without prejudice. That the 
lessee will obligate also his person and present and future prop- 
erty, and finally if the lessee should actually find himself unable 
to pay the said tutor, Don Thomas Pore, he may leave the said 
plantation or sub-rent it for the time that it lacks of completion, 
to effect this break, the lease will have to be suspended on the 
oath of the said gentleman, Thus the Assessor ordered and signed 
to which I, the escribano certify. 

(Signed) Doctor Odoardo. 

| Before me 
Juan B. Garic. 
_ Notary Public for the Government. 


In the city of New Orleans on the said day, month and year, 
by the voice of Nicolas Jurdain, crier, the publication was called 
of the lease of the said plantation and negroes and also the con- 
ditions were made known as a disposition will have to be made 
at the sald auction at the end of three days and I certify to it. 

Juan B. Garic, Notary. 


On the fourth day of the said month and year by the voice 
of Nicolas Jourdain, crier, the said lease was called as also the 
conclusion of it would be —_—_ for this present day, to which 


I certify. 
Notary. 


Proceedings for the i the city of New Orleans on the fourth 
sale at auction. of February of the year one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy one, Senor 
Doctor Don Cecilio Odoardo de Sayas, Lawyer of the Royal Aud- 
iences of the District, Assessor General and Commissioned by 
this act by the Senor Governor and Captain General and in his 
presence and in that of Don Thomas Poree, as curator ad bo 
for the minor who is left by the death of Mr. Cazelard and a 
the instance of the said curator the call was made which was 
proclaimed by the voice of Nicolas Jourdain for the lease of the 
plantation and negroes which has to be effected this having been 
called repeatedly, no bidder appeared. His Honor ordered this 
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proceeding suspended, which will be resumed on the sixth day 
of the current month and His Honor signed with the said Poree 
to which I certify. 
(Signed) Doctor Odoardo 2 (Signed) Poree. 
Before me 
J uan B. Garic | 
Notary of the Public and Government. 


In the city of New Orleans on the seventh of the said month 
and year by the voice of Nicolas Jourdain, crier, the said lease 
was called as also that the auction of it was assigned for the 


present day, to epee I certify. 
Garic, Notary. 


On the said day, month and year, Sefor Doctor Don Cecilio 
Odoardo de Sayas, Lawyer of the Royal Audience of the District, 
Assessor General and commissioned by this act by Sefior Gov- 
ernor .and Captain General in his presence and in that of Don 


_ Thomas Poree as curator ad bono for the minor left by the death 
of Mr. Cazelard and at the instance of the said curator, the call 


was made which was proclaimed by the voice of Nicolas Jourdain 
that the plantation and negroes had to be leased, this said lease 
having been called repeatedly, no bidder appeared, His Honor 
then ordered this proceeding suspended that will be taken up and 
carried into effect on the eleventh day of the present month. His 
Honor signed with the said curator to which I certify. 
(Signed) Doctor Odoardo. (Signed) Poree. 
Before me 
B. Garic 
Notary Public of theGovernment. 


In the city of New Orleans on the eleventh of the said month 
and year by the voice of the said crier, the lease was called as 


- also the auction of it was assigned for the present day, to which 


I certify. 
Garic, Notary. 


On the said day, month and year Sefior Doctor Don Cecilio 
Odoardo de Sayas, Lawyer of the Royal Audience of Santo Do- 
mingo, Assessor General and commissioned by this act in his 
presence and in that of Don Thomas Poree, as curator ad bono 
of the Cazelard minor and at the instance of the said Curator the - 
call was made which was proclaimed by the voice of Nicolas 
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Jourdain that a lease had to be made of the plantation and ne- 
groes, this lease having been proclaimed on various occasions, 
Mr. Vaugine appeared and said that he made a bid for the lease 
and offered for it, one thousand five hundred livres, which was 
proclaimed and no other bidder having appeared who might out 
bid him and it being claimed by Mr. Poree that this bid was not 
regular, he petitioned His Honor to suspend this act which will 
be continued when a higher bidder will present himself. At this 
state His Honor ordered the proceeding suspended. And they 
signed to which I certify. 
(Signed) Odoardo (Signed) Poree 
Juan B. Garic 
Notary of the Government. 


Don Thomas Pore, tutor to the Cazelard minor through my 


attorney in the suit that I prosecute for the rental of the negroes | 


belonging to the said minor. I say that the plantation and twenty 
nine slaves have not brought their just price since the bidders 
have offered no more than one thousand and twenty five livres 
for each year such a lease will be greatly prejudicial to the said 
minor. In consideration of which and in order to better the for- 
tune of the forenamed, may it please Your Lordship to order that 
for lack of relatives seven friends be assembled so as to give 
advice and to decide what will be necessary to do for the best 
advantage of the said minor. Wherefore; 
To Your __ I pray it please you to provide and order as I 
Lordship. have prayed for it is from justice, costs, and I.swear 
it does not proceed from malice and it is necessary &c. 
Enrique Desprez. Poree. 


Petition denied. These formalities do not exist in the Spanish 
customs. Of the family meeting this Tribunal has experienced that 
it does not contribute to the profit of the minors, it ruins them without 
leaving them recourse against the relatives. The curator must act 


according to his own judgment in what seems advantageous to them | 


- The minors will know, for a certainty of whom they have to 


Unzaga. 
1The family meeting was a part of the procedure for the administration of a 
minor’s estate during the whole French era. Ep. La. Hist. Qy. 
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ORIGINAL TEXT OF FOREGOING RULING 


No ha lugar las costumbres espanoles no exigen essas for- 
malidades de las quales este Tribl ha experimentado, qe sobre 
no contribuiur nada a la utilidad de los menores los arruina sin 
dexarles recurso contra los parientes. el curador haga por si 
qto le paresca ventajoso a ellos, y la Justa le autorisara pa todos 
aquellos actos de buena conducta y fe ge la reclame, y los menores 
sabran ciento a quien han de pedir— | 

Unzaga. 


Provided by His Lordship, Senor Don Luis de Unzaga, Cap- 
tain General and Governor of this Province who signed it in 
N ew Orleans, February twenty sixth of the year one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy one to which I certify. 

Juan B. Garic 
Notary of the Government. 


On the said day, month and year, I, the Escribano, made 
known the foregoing decree to Mr. Poree in person to which I 


certify. Garic, Notary. 


Don Thomas Poree, tutor to the Cazelard minor, through 
my attorney in the proceedings for the lease of the property of 
the said minor, I say that the bidders have not offered more than 
one thousand five hundred livres for each year which is a great 
prejudice to the said minor in consequence of which may it please 
Your Lordship to concede permission to make an appraisement 
of the said plantation and working negroes and upon this to act 
for the best advantage of the said minor. Wherefore: 


To Your I pray it please you to provide and order as I 
Lordship. have petitioned as it is from justice, costs and I swear 
it does not proceed from malice and it is necessary. 
Enriques Desprez. 


It is ordered that the Curator will make what seems to him 
convenient to the profit of his minors. 

(Unzaga’s paraph.) 

Provided by His Lordship, Sefior Don Luis de Unzaga, Cap- 
tain General and Governor of this Province who paraphed it in 
New Orleans, February nineteenth of the year one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy one to which I certify. 

Juan B. Garic. 
Notary of the Government. 
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Note: That on the 27th of February, 1771, 
Mr. Pore gave in lease to Mr. Dharneville 
(Derneville) the plantation and negroes :of the 
Cazelard Minor. To which I certify. 
Rights to taxation. | 

J. B. G. (Garic’s paraph.) 


Inventory in In the city of New Orleans on the twenty eighth 
the country. day of February of the said year at the request 

| and petition of Don Thomas Pore, tutor to the 
Cazelard minor, I, the Escribano of the Government, Cabildo and 
Public went to the said minor’s plantation situated at one league 
from this city and on the other side of the river, for the purpose 
of putting Don Henrique Derneville, lessee, into possession of 
said plantation and negroes and being in it we have proceeded 
to make the inventory of all the said plantation contains in the 
following manner: 


-. In the presence of the said parties. 

Firstly. The land is composed of twelve arpents with its enclo- 
sures in good condition upon which there is a principal 
house composed of a hall four rooms and the galleries 
all in good condition and the windows and doors with 
their locks and glass window panes, in which they lack 
in all forty one panes in seven glass windows. ) 

Item. One kitchen in good state with the exception of the chim- 
ney which is broken, the doors and windows with their 


irons and three small rooms separated from it closing | 


with wooden bolts and in the said kitchen is an oven in 
good condition. 

Item. A grange (sheep-fold) to shut the dies up in without 
a key and of stakes in the ground in bad condition. 

Item. A store-room of stakes with two doors closed with keys 
in good condition. 

Item. <A hen house of stakes in the ground closed with wooden 
bolts. 

Item. <A dove cote, in bad condition with the doves that are in it. 

Item. A shed in bad condition in one side of which is a small 
warehouse of stakes in the ground with a wooden bolt. 

Item. A warehouse for provisions with two rooms at its side 
closed with a key. 

Item. Seven houses for negroes in good and bad condition. 


— 
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Item. 


Item. 


Item. 


Item. 
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Item. 
Item. 
Item. 


Item. 
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The court of the principal house with its picket fence, the 
garden equally with its enclosures in good condition. 

In the principal house there are three windows trimmed 
with garlands one of which lacks an ornament and a pro- 
tuberance. | 

A wooden canoe, good, with its chain, two pirogues tied 
up used to feed the animals, a small pirogue with four 
oars and a paddle. | 
The negroes are twenty nine in name and are mentioned 
in the lease made to the said Derneville. 


IMPLEMENTS 


Four hand-saws, two others to cut, five files, ithens knives 
with two handles, three augers, two cranes, two carpen- 
ter’s horses, one tool, one hammer, one axe for es 
one jack, and one gimlet. , 

Twelve knives to cut rice, fourteen iin five iain 
five axes, one whet-stone, one scythe, one broken imple- 
ment and one bell. 

One plough with its useful (parts) one wagon with its 
wheels, one cart with its wheels another without wheels, 
one pair of wheels for a plough, two harrows, one steel 
rack, one halter. 

Four sheaves of rich rice straw and one hundred and 
fifty of hay. 


One tin plate wash-boiler (?) one tub with its iron hands, 
one copper colander, two tubs, one with two handles and 


the other with one, with their iron hoops, one barrel 
measure with iron hoops, six quarter measures, three of 
glass, three payments of wood, four baskets. 

Nineteen turkeys, three hens, one rooster. 

One pig with four little ones and three big ones. 

Thirty one sheep and six small ones. 


CATTLE 


Eight oxen, three cows, six heifers, ae bull calves, one 
bull four years old, the other eighteen months old, two 
idem one year, two swine of fifteen months, six Swine of 
thirteen months. 
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And at this stage not having any ‘more property to inven- 
tory and to deliver to the said Mr. Derneville we have concluded 
this proceeding and the said Mr. Derneville having received them 
he promised and obligated himself to return them at the end of 
his lease in the state and number that he received them and he 
signed with Mr. Poree to which I certify. 

Thomas- Poree. Piere Henry Ch.D’Erneville. 


Don ‘Shoes Poree, tutor to the Cazelard minors, in the 
proceedings- for leasing made to Mr. Derneville and the rest, I 
say that from those proceedings there results a taxation of costs. 
In consequence of which may it please Your Lordship to order 
that they be taxed by the present Escribano. Wherefore. 

To Your — I pray it please you to provide and order as I 
Lordship. have prayed as it is from justice, costs, and I swear 
it does not sccpras from malice and it is necessary. 
Enriques Desprez. 
Aa it is prayed. : | 
Unzaga’s paraph. Odoardo’s paraph. 


Provided by His Lordship Sefior Don Luis de Unzaga, Cap- 
tain General and Governor of this Province who paraphed it with 
his Assessor General in New Orleans, March the eighth of the 
year one thousand seven hundred and seventy one to which I 
certify. | Juan B. Garic — 

Notary of the Government. 


Notification. The said day, month and year I, the Escri- 
bano, made known the foregoing decree to Mr. Des- 

prez in person to which I certify. 
| Garic, Notary. 


Taxation of Costs of the proceedings for the leasing of the 
plantation and negroes of the Cazelard minors at the instance 
of Don Thomas Poree, their tutor, in virtue of the last provision 
and according to the Royal Arancel (Tariff of fees.) 


(Unzaga’s To the Sefior Governor and Cap- | 
paraph.) tain General ...... Rs. 
eight reales for four signatures 008. 


(Odoardo’s To the Senor Auditor General, 
paraph. ) fifty five reales fortwoandahalf | 
055. 
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(Desprez’ To Henry Desprez twenty reales 
paraph.) for four petitions............. 020. 
To the Escribano for his fees for 
the actual writing and occupa- 


To the crier for those that he 

# 237. 


ff 029. Ps. 5 Rs. 


New Orleans, 8th. of March of 1771. 
Garic, Notary. 


Note by the translator on the duties, obligations and responsi- 
bilities of curators ad bono and ad lites in the > 
Spanish Colonial Era in Louisiana 


- Curators were heavily bonded. In fact for the full value of 
the estate, plus, which was inventoried and appraised before be- 
ing turned over to them. Besides this they were responsible for 


all investments and the income that should accrue therefrom. 


They could not so much as have a house repaired without the sanc- 
tion of the Court, which in turn ordered the place examined by 
expert carpenters, masons, etc., to see if the repairs were needed. 

Very often the question came up whether or not it was more 
to the interests of the minors to sell rather than to repair. The 
Court decided this matter too. When overflows came or epi- 
demics broke out the curator was at his wits ends to account 
accurately for losses sustained by his minors and to prove that 


it was through no fault of his. There was. also the matter of col-— 


lecting all outstanding notes and debts and of paying the debts of 
the decedent and the expenses. Those he paid were covered 
by receipts or vouchers. Finally he had to give an account and 
sworn statement when his curatorship ended, which had to run 
the gauntlet of several examinations before receiving the Court’s 
approval. | | 

The bond previously given by the curator was in Unzaga’s 
mind when he dictated his judgment to a French scribe who in 
all probability put down the substance of what he heard, leaving 
out quite a few very necessary words. My experience with these 
Spanish records would lead me to interpret Unzaga’s brief decree 
somewhat as follows: 
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“act on your own initiative and I will approve all acts 
that come before me if they show judgment and good 
management. Should you borrow or misappropriate the 
minors’ money, fail to take the proper care of the slaves, 
let them die or run away, neglect to plant the fields or — 
look after the live stock or prove yourself in any way guilty 
of mis-management or injustice they can have recourse 
against you through the Courts and either you or your 
bondsman will have to make full restitution or else go to 
jail for dishonesty.” 


Whether or not the curator would be held responsible for a 
bad investment, such as this lease, even though sanctioned by the 
Court, is a question. Undoubtedly if suit had been entered 
against Mr. Poree later on by the Cazelard minor claiming that 
this lease was informal or not in the best interest of the minor, 
the curator would be sustained by the Tribunal as he had acted 
with its full permission and approval. The litigious minor ap- 
pears often in these records and many persons appointed: cura- 
tors declined to act, among them Maurice Conway who refused 
to be curator to his two Le Bretton step-children for the inherit- 
ance that came to them from their grandfather, urged no doubt 
by the knowledge that minors on coming of age could and often 
did go back on their curators for mismanagement of their prop- 

erty, failing to collect debts at maturity etc. kis 
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_EDITOR’S CHAIR 


By Henry P. Dart 


IN: MEMORIAM The late Henry Edward Chambers 
HENRY €E. CHAMBERS deserves more than a passing word in these 
1860-1929. pages. He was an assiduous member of 
the Louisiana Historical Society for many years, and greatly in- 
terested in its work and welfare. He was besides a student of 
the history of Louisiana, and he published many interesting 
papers and ‘books, showing an Ba crt appreciation of that 
history. 

-.. Mr. Ghatllers was born in New Orleans on March 28, 1860, 
and died there March 8, 1929. His life was one of continuous 
education and of devotion to the education of others. He began 
to teach in the rural schools of his native state before he was 18 
years old and he rose step by step during the ensuing years until 
he had occupied;with honor and appreciation the highest stations 
in the Public Schools of Louisiana and of Texas. He devoted 
twenty-five years to this work and to similar duties in Tulane 
University and elsewhere. About 1905, he entered the field of 
business, but he did not wholly withdraw from the service of the 
cause of education. 

His mind turned early in his career to the preparation of 
text books on the history of Louisiana and of the United States, 
and several of these had a successful run in the public and other 
schools, but he always had the higher aspiration to make some 
real and substantial contribution to the History of Louisiana. 
In preparation for this he took a post graduate course at Tulane 
and later became a fellow at Johns Hopkins University. One of 
the imediate results of this studious time was a memorable paper 
on “West Florida and its relation to the Historical Cartography | 
of the United States.” This is still regarded as a valuable con- 
tribution to the literature of that subject. | 

In 1898 Mr. Chambers delivered an address before the Mis- 
sissippi Historical Society on Wm. C. C. Claiborne, covering a 
scholarly appreciation of Claiborne’s career as Governor of 
Mississippi Territory and as First Governor of Louisiana. Though 
cast in the form of an address this paper is singularly free from 
a certain mannerism that affected his later historical methods. 
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This brief exposition is indeed, one of the best products of his 
mind. Mr. Chambers was constantly occupied during the re- 
mainder of his life and many papers and articles on Louisiana 
_ subjects came from his pen all marked by an earnest desire to 
illuminate and to perpetuate incidents in the history of the State 
and her people. He was particularly proud of his discovery 
that President Grant had been a resident of Louisiana for fifteen 
months during 1843-44, as one of the officers at Fort Jessup, half 
way between the Red and Sabine Rivers and near the City of 
Natchitoches. While he was thus absorbed, he carried on his 
business ventures that furnished the staff of life, for it is doubt- 
ful whether any of this miscellaneous literary labor was suffic- 
lently remunerative to enable him to rely upon it alone. 

No better illustration can be found of his unflagging interest 
in such things than the following letter written by him to Dr. 
Bonham in February of this year: 


“Dear Dr. Bonham: : 
“I. am much taken with your interesting article in 


the current issue of the La. Historical Quarterly, The 
Rebel Reefer Furls His Last Sail. Such personal remin- 
iscences and data are always valuable source-material to 

- the future historian. 

“In the interests of accuracy, I wish to point cnt a 
slight linguistic inaccuracy in one of. Morgan’s letters 
(page 585) when he gives as ‘Cajun’ patois ‘Mo pas oulé 
to fait ca’ (I do not wish you to do that). That is not 

© Cajun patois, but pure ‘Creole’ or ‘Gumbo’, local to. New 
Orleans and in general use during the last. century, — 
now going rapidly out of use. 
~“T ought to know because I was ares, and raised: in 
the French section of this city and jabbered this patois 
all through my childhood, my mammy nurse using it 
‘freely and the neighboring children with whom I played 
not understanding English. I believe that I am, probably, 
the only white man of pure English descent in this city 
who .can carry on an intelligent conversation with. one 
these old-time, surviving ‘gumbo French’ users. 
| “You will note the Cajun’s reply as quoted by ‘Mor- 
gan further on: “Mais, Monsieur, vous etes de nous 
autres?” (But, sir, yOU are one on (of?) us?). That too 
is not ‘Cajun’ patois. but what we called’ ‘Good. French.’ 
The only difference between ‘Cajun’ and the ordinary 
French is that the former includes certain idioms, local- 
isms, words and structures unknown to the latter. - None 
of these peculiarities is in evidence 1 in the sentence quoted. 
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The difference between the Creole or Gumbo French and 
the ordinary French is radical—syntax, construction, etc. 
“With kindest regards, I am, Cordially, . 
“Henry E. Chambers.” 


Mr. Chambers would not have admitted that these literary 
productions were a hobby and not his vocation for he was in deep 
earnest and considered everything that came from his pen au- 
thentic and final, and he left no stone unturned to give it that char- 
acter. He carried with him always the belief that opportunity 
would one day knock at his door, “the invitation of Minerva,” 
to sit to work on the authoritative History of Louisiana, but 
increasing years did not release him from the treadmill of daily 
toil and the “opportunity” seemed as far away as ever. In this 


state of affairs, he resolved to put off no longer the publication 


of something that would be more representative of his ambition 
and in the midst of other distractions he wrote Mississippi Val- 
ley Beginnings, An Outline of the Early History of the Early 
West. This was published in 1922. The press as a whole was 
friendly but there were some harsh dissents, particularly by spec- 
ialists whose views of certain eras and events ran counter to the 
conclusions of the author. Mr. Chambers was in most respects 
a positive man and accustomed to holding his own views when- 
ever he had reached a definite conclusion; but neither praise nor 


blame was sufficiently strong to make the issue of general inter- 


est. The public was not stirred up to buy the book and finan- 


cially, it brought no profit to author or publisher. A fair and 


perhaps just comment would be that the book was too ambitious, 
the author had a vast field to fill and it was beyond the ability 
of any writer to do full justice to his theme within the pages of 


a single book of limited size and large type. 


But time brings strange revenges. Within two years Mr. 
Chambers was invited by other publishers to write the book he 


had so earnestly desired to produce and in 1925 appeared A His- 


tory of Loutsiana; Wilderness, Colony, Province, Territory, State, 
People. This is the book by which he will be remembered, for he 
has accumulated here within the covers of a single large volume, 
an unusual array of facts, told in an interesting way. A number 
of illustrations add value and attractiveness to the story. This 
book will be a storehouse and a ready reference for other writers, 


but it is not the final history he intended it to be. The fault was 
not the author’s, for he had a fixed honorarium, a limited time, — 
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limited space, and the handicap of a subscription edition in which 
two more volumes were tacked on to his history to preserve the 
biographical data of subscribers to the book. There is no positive” 
rule that governs the writer of history, the author has had pre- 
decessors in parts of the same field and there he must necessarily 
_ track a more or less beaten road. When this fails, he should have 
time and leisure to survey and consult the sources, to sit in judg- 
ment, to reach conclusions and to establish his own road through 
a wilderness of uncharted facts. There is no other way to ap- 
proach the writing of the history of Louisiana and this is par- 
ticularly so when one attempts to cover the whole scene from the 
time of Iberville to a time within the memory of men still living. 


_ Mr. Chambers endeavored to do this and time and strength were 


unequal to the task, but there is enough of it so well done as to — 
- give him a memorable place among the historians of Louisiana. 
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RECORDS OF THE SUPERIOR COUNCIL OF LOUISIANA 
XLII. 


October-November, 17 43. 
(Continued from January, 1929.) 
BY HELOISE H. CRUZAT. 


Memorandum by Editor of the Quarterly 


__ The hereinafter named officials participated in the Sessions 
and/or took part in the work of the Superior Council of Lou- 
isiana during the period covered by this instalment of the Index, 


viz: 
Vaudreuil, Governor Barbin, Attorney of Vacant Es- - 

Ss rocureur aux 
Noyan, Lieutenant Prevost, on of 
Fleuriau, Procureur General De Launay, Guardian of the 
Henry, Clerk (Greffier) King’s Warehouse 
LeBretton Chanfret (Trenaunay de) sub- 
Raguet delegate (Command- 
Prat ant) at Pointe 

Councillors Coupee 
Fazende | : D’Arensbourg, Commandant 
Lafreniere at the German 
Daunoy Coast 
Chantalou, Sheriff (Huissier) {Bobe) Notary 
Lenormand, Deputy Sheriff : Potin, Notary at Pointe 
Cantrelle, An Employee Coupee 
Oct. i. Séstement of items furnished to Jean Baptiste 
] ». Huet, by Jean Baptiste Cariton, three years 
ago: 

Statement of A cinnamon colored coat, vest and trousers 


of Bazin, 220 ls. black waistcoat and trousers, 
as per annexed memoranda. 


A pair of black silk stockings... 35 Is. 

Furnished to Madam Huet a cover for a 

feather bed, which her deceased son spoiled: 
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He gave me (Cariton) before his death a silver 
headed cane, which Mrs. Lang- 


A pair of silver buckles and 
a waistcoat; sold ............. .64 Is. 
94 Is. 
Oct. 1. 3 Certificate signed by Cariton of wearing ap- 
Slip. parel furnished to Jean Baptiste Huet. 


Moreover a waistcoat and trousers received 
as a present. 

Signed Cariton. Approved: Cuitone (7). S. 
Catin. 

Document in good condition. 


So ae Petition to Superior Council by Gaspard Pictet, 
ie to. wholesale merchant, who produces a note from 
nesment br. Sr. Hebert for the sum of 358 livres, dated. 
indorser. Oct. 15, 1740. He obtained a decree against 
said Herbert April 7, 1742, and as it appears 
there is no property. owned by said Hebert 
and that the note is indorsed by Sr. Roman, 
he prays that Roman be cited to be condemned 
to pay said amount, and costs of first instance. 

Signed: Pictet.. 


cn 10. ‘Notice of citation served on Jacques Roman, res- 
SRS ohh ident at the German Coast, at the residence of 
on the Procureeur the Procureur General, to appear before the 
General. Council on the second Saturday of November 
: at nine o’clock A. M. speaking to Pierrot, ne- 
gro of the Procureur, leaving said notice as 


well as copy of this present which was cer- 


tifted. (Signed) Chantalou. 


Oct. 1. Petition to M. de Salmon, Commissioner of the 


3 pp. . Marine, Ordonnateur and. First Judge, by du 
Petition by the ~ Houx, Captain of the (boat) the St. Louis, 
captain and, =. acting for the crew as well as himself, stating 
the that a decree of Council of Sept. 21st, con- 
sale of said ship  Gemhed Sr. Pery to pay said crew after the 
Sor taucitee, Make unloading, and that in default of so doing the 
wages out of rigging and fittings of said St. Louis are to be 


said sale. sold with usual formalities, which would cause 


- Sr. Pery useless expense, and as the said boat | 


has.a large leak; and: that the crew would 
geek. work ‘elsewhere, Duhoux prays that. it 
-. may please the Council to order that the boat 
_. ° be-sold:as promptly as possible on account of 
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First notice. 


Second notice. 


Third notice. 


2 pp. 


Sale of cargo. 


Adjudications. 


(The items 


aggregate more 
than the total 


reported in the 


text.) 


Oct. 3. 


1 p. 
Suit against 
Sr. Laville. 
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the aforesaid reasons. Signed: René Desayes 


Duhoux. 
October 10. Order that said boat be sold, 


at latest Monday, at ten o’clock in the morn- 
ing. Signed: Salmon. 

October 6. First notice. Notification to the 
public, of sale of the St. Louis, owned by Sr. 
Pery. Adjudication to be made to the last 
and highest bidder. Read and posted in all 
ordinary places by Chantalou. : 

October 13. Second notice to the public of | 
the sale of the St. Louis. Signed: Chantalou. | 

October 20. Notice to the public that on 
the morrow Oct. twenty-first, at 9 o’clock in 
the morning, before Mr. Salmon, at the bar of 
the Court, will proceed to the sale of the boat 
the St. Louis with its rigging and utensils, as 
per inventory, adjudication to be made to the 
last and highest bidder above 1620 livres, the 
bid made at the last crying by Sr. Latiolais, for 
cash payment and the costs incurred. Read, 
published and posted by Chantalou. 

(See further action of Council, post Oct. 7 ). 

October 2. Sale of the cargo of the Saint 
Louis, owned by Sr. Pery made by Chantalou, 
crier and usher of the Superior Council: 

Items adjudicated—6 iron kettles to Sr. 
Tourangeau at 43 livres; six similar kettles to 
St. Tourangeau, at 38 ls.; a cask of wine, to 
Sr. Jaham at 103 ls.; 37 kettles to Sr. Chas- 
tang at 250 Is.; another cask of wine to Sr. 
Jaham at 207 ls.; another cask of wine to M. 
Dalmand for 104 lIs.; another cask of wine to 
Sr. Roy at 104 ls.; another cask of wine to Sr. 
Roy at 101 Is.; another cask of wine to Sr. 
Chastang at 103 lIs.; a similar cask of wine 
to Sr. Chastang for 73 Is.; which was all the 
merchandise that was found in the said boat 
amounting to the sum of 922 livres. Sold in 
the presence of MM. Duhoux and Chastang. 

Signed: Chastang. Duhoux. Chantalou. 

Right of recovery 46 ls., costs according to 
memoranda hereto annexed : still owes 796 ls. 

Document in good condition. 


Order of M. de Salmon, First Judge, on petition 


of Jean Bosc, resident of New Orleans, for 
citation of Sr. Laville, second officer on the 
Comte de Maurepas at his domicile in the 
house of Sr. Gallo, to appear this day befo-e 
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Sr. Raguet, to testify in the inquiry instituted 
by Sr. Bosc against Sr. Fils Maurice asking 
that he be paid what is reasonable on his sal- 
ary, and that in default of appearing fined ten 
livres, copy of this present left, which was | 
certified. (Signed) Chantalou. | 


Oct. 3. Procuration in blank granted by Jean Bosc to 
(23449) prosecute Sr. Gerald Fils Maurice concerning | 
| 


oe ee a sum of 4300 piastres of Spanish money at 
55 per cent which must be employed in 
Procuration. merchandise and flour for the cargo of the 


Fortune. as explained by the petition to M. 
de Salmon on the 19th of last September, as 
well as the inquiries made in consequence be- 
fore M. Raguet, Commissioner on this case, 
for seizure, sale and delivery of the movables 
and immovables wherever they may be, as > 
agreed, promising, obligating etc. (Signed) 
Jean Bosc. Larche. Chantalou. 


Oct. 3. Session of the Superior Council of October 3, | 
No. 956. | 1744, where were MM. de Vaudreuil, La Fren- 
144 pp. iere, Raquet. 
Judgment Between Sieurs Prevost, Nicolas Henry. 
_ rendered by Louis Piot de Launay, plaintiffs, vs. Jean Pre- 
Superior Council. vost, defendant: | 


The Council has seen the decree of the fifth 
of last September which orders that the papers 
be placed on the table to be examined and de- 
liberated on; having seen and examined the 
petition of Sr. Henry of the 21st of March, 
their demands, facts, memorials, inquiries, 
with the answers and defense, and generally 
all the proceedings and heard the conclusions © 
of the Procureur General, it has dismissed the 
demands of the plaintiffs, costs and compensa- 

tion, and ordered that the sum in possession of 
Rev. Father Charles, Capuchin Curé of this 
City shall be turned over to Sr. Henry as pro- 
ceeding from the theft made, and that the sum 
of two thousand livres, at which was appraised 
Jupiter, negro under sentence, shall be thus 
divided: 800 livres to Sr. Henry and six hun- 
dred livres to each of the other plaintiffs, as 
soon as recovered. 

(Signed) Vaudreuil. Lafreniere. Raguet. 
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Oct. 4. 4 pp. 


(23452) 
(3718) 
fo. 24. 


Statement of 
unsold mdse. 
arriving on the 
sh'p Assumption 
from the Cape, 
which mdse. is 
left by the 
Captain and 
Lieutenant with 


Mr. Renaud to 


sell to the 
best advantage. 


Receipt by 
Renaud for said 
goods, who gives 
security on a 
commission of 
8 percent. 


*Spanish dollars. 
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Statement of merchandise remaining unsold from 


the cargo of the ship the Assumption, of the 
Cape, fitted out in said place by MM. Itier and 
Le Chevalier, their proprietors, which we, 


- Adam Hucasol and Jean Augier, Captain and 


Lieutenant of the said ship leave in hands of 
Sr. Renaud, dt Avignon, to sell to the best ad- 
vantage of the interested parties, returns to be 
remitted in piastres or bills of exchange, the 
whole addressed to the Sieurs interested, mer- 
chants at the Cape. The merchandise consist- 
ing of 29 barrels of tafia (rum); 26 cases of 
Olive oil of 12 flagons each; and 16 bolts of 
merchandise; nine hghds. of ‘codfish, weighing 
about 5000 lbs. damaged ; 29 barrels of salted 
fish; the whole marked in good condition and 
consigned to Sr. Avignon or assigns, or to 

bearers of order. 3 

Made in duplicate, at New Orleans, Sept. 
25, 1743. 

Signatures are apparently Brantan and 
Avignon. 

Acknowledgment of Claude Renaud dt 
Avignon, that he has received from MM. 
Augier and Hucasol the merchandise men- 
tioned, from the cargo of the ship the Assump- 
tion of the Cape, which remained unsold, 


- which he promises to sell to the best advan- 


tage of those interested and to send returns 
thereon in piastres gourdes* or bills of ex- 


_ change on the Treasury to the address of MM. 


Itier and Le Chevalier, on condition of their 


paying me 8%: for my trouble and rent of 


cellars, and for that purpose he offers all his 
goods present and to come hereafter as secur- 


_«  Ity promising to conform to orders now and 


Verification 
of contents. 


Avignon. 


hereafter. Made in — and signed : 


October 4, 1743. On requisition of Sr. 


Claude Renaud dt Avignon, the Greffier ac- | 
_companied by the crier and usher of the Coun- 
, il, went to said Sr. Avignon’s to inspect the 
.. nine hogsheads of codfish and the twenty-nine 
'. barrels of salted fish in the: presence of wit- 


nesses. After examination it was found im- 


_ possible to keep them, as the infection was 
strong enough .to poison the whole City and 


he was obliged to have them rolled to the 
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river and thrown into the current. They after- 
wards went to examine the. rum, of which two 

barrels had leaked, which was due to worms, 
on all of which we drew up the present procés 
verbal to serve as a discharge to Sr. Avignon. 
Signed: Avignon. Brantan. Only the upper 
outlines of Avignon can be distinguished. 
Three last letters of Brantan damaged. 


Test.mony of March 26, 1744. On requisition of Avignon 
appeared Nicholas Brantan and Pierre Gues- 
7 | non, cannoneer of the King, who said. and 
declared that having been led to the cellar 

where the rum is kept, they found that in the 

, : consignment sent to Avignon to sell, were 
ae three. barrels which had entirely leaked out, 
3 due to damage to the casks by. worms, and they 

made this declaration to serve and avail as 


need be. 
Avignon. Brantan. Guesnon. 
Declaration _ April 27, 1744. Appearance in the Registry 
of the Superior Council Sr. Claude Renaud 


called Avignon, accompanied by Nicholas 
Brantan and Pierre Guesnon who declared 
that they had immediately previously to their 
appearance been to inspect the rum of Srs. Au- 
gier and Hucasol, unloaded in this condition, 
and they found two barrels entirely empty, 
which leaked from defects in the casks which 
are in such bad condition that they cannot be 
moved, wherefore they make this declaration. 


Signed: Avignon. Brantan. Guesnon. (this 
last name remains only in outline.) 

(Text missing) 1744. Appeared in notarial 
office Claude Renaud dt Avignon, Nicolas 
Brantan and Pierre Guesnon, residents of this 
City, who said and declared in writing, that 
owing to the total decay of the casks of rum 
they took them out of Sr. Bellegarde’s cellar 
and transported them to that of Sr. Avignon 
to beat them and change the hoops for which 
Sr. Roy was paid the sum of 269 ls. 16 Ss. and | 
120 ls. 16 Ss. 8 ds. to Sr. Bellegarde for rent 
of his cellar, which receipts they produced. 

(No signatures. ) 


| Doesnt charred in several places, the text 
destroyed on these parts through the four 


pages. 
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Oct. 5. Petition to Superior Council by Ignace Petit, to 
1 p. end affairs of his mother-in-law, Madam Huet, 
Petit prays for before his departure. He prays the Council to 
order to pay. order that Cariton’s certificate of 220 ls. for 


effects advanced to her deceased son, Jean 
Baptiste Huet, be paid. As to the remainder 
claimed, there being no vouchers, the Council 
will do as it pleases. 

Signed: Petit. 


Oct. 5. Session of the Superior Council of Oct. 5, 1743, 

No. 957. where were MM. de Salmon, First Judge, de 

2 pp. — Fazende, Raguet and Prat, Coun- 
cillors. 

Judgments rendered in the following cases: 

the Superior 1. Between Rev. Father Vitry, Superior of — 

Council. the Rev’d. Fathers, plaintiff, vs. Antoine Le 


Moyne, Ship Captain, defendant, Jahan hold- 
ing his procuration, representing him. Case 
heard with the conclusions of the Procureur 
General, bill of lading, invoice, and procés 
verbal seen, the~ Council orders that the bolts 

of Brittany, which are not damaged be re- 
mitted to the plaintiff, and that those which 
are damaged be appraised again, by Sieurs | 
Assailly and Chastang unless defendant pre- 
fers to accept them at the price at which they 
were sold to Sr. Voisin who will be held to 
give his decision twenty-four hours after noti- 
fication. Costs pending. 

2. Between Captain Antoine Le Moyne, 
holding procuration of Sr. Jung, ship outfitter, 
plaintiff, vs. Sr. Gerard Pery, defendant: Case 
heard, with the conclusions of the Procureur 
General of the King, the Council orders that 
the defendant will render account to the plain- 

*St. Martin’s tiff at St. Martin’s day*, that certificate of 
day was Nov. 11th, Consent and vouchers, which are under seal 
will be remitted under inventory to defendant 
in order to work on accounts. Costs pending. 
Ignace [etit 3. Between Ignace Petit, plaintiff and de- 
fendant, vs. Widow Huet, defendant. The 
- Council orders that all remain as it is, until 
_ inventory of the succession is reported, the de- 
cree of the St. Martin day to be executed in 
its form and tenor. Costs pending. However 
the slave in question be turned over to the 
Company (of the Indies) which shall be paid 

by preference before division. | 

Signed: fazende. Salmon. fleuriau. Raguet. 
lafreniere. Prat. 
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Oct. 7, 1743. On Petition of Captain Duhoux and its crew, and 


No. 958. 
4 pp. 
Judicial sale 


of the boat 
the St. Louis. 


Auction sale 
continued. 


by order of Judge Salmon, the St. Louis is sold 


-at auction, after observing prescribed formal- 


ities, by Chantalou, Crier of the Superior Coun- 
cil, for payment of wages of the crew and to 
avoid deterioration of said ship, of fifty tons, 
with its rigging, sails and utensils, under in- 
ventory hereto annexed, all persons being ad- 
mitted to bid on paying price of adjudication 
cash and the costs thereon. On the said day 
at 9 A. M: at the bar of the Court, before M. 


Salmon, First Judge, in the presence of the 


Procureur General of the King, after having 
made the said sale public, we proceeded to the 
said boat. The first bid was by Geoffroy at 
the sum of 500 Is.; by Sr. Lathiolais, at 1000 
ls.; Sr. Sevet at 1100 Is.; by Sr. Lathiolais at 
1500 ls.; there being no other bids, and its not 
having brought its value, it was decreed and 
ordered that it be posted and cried again on 
the following Sunday for a sale on next Mon- 
day. (Signed) Salmon. fleuriau. 


Oct. 14. The sale being published at the 
beat of the drum at all the crossings of the 
City, second auction of the St. Louis. The last 
bid was by Lathiolais at 1500 ls., Coquelin at 
1620 Is. and no other bidders presenting them- 
selves, it was decreed that it would be cried 
again. ; 

(Signed) Coquelin, de Lathiolais, Salmon, 
fleuriau. 


Oct. 21. The sale being published and 
posted anew, at the bar of the Court the sale 
was proceeded to; Sr. Lathiolais’ bid was cov- 
ered by Geoffroy at 1650 lIs.; Sr. Coquelin 
covered it at 1660 ls.; Aufrere bid 1700 Is.; 
Sr. Coquelin 1800 lIs.; Sr. Aufrere, 2000 ls.; 
2010 Is. by Sr. Geoffroy; 2038 Is. by Sr. Co- 


~quelin; 2500 by Dupare which was covered by 


Geoffroy at 2530, 2700 ls. by Coquelin; Dupare 
bid 3010 ls., 3050 Is. by Sr. Belille; covered 
by Herault, outbid by Coquelin at 3080 ls.; 
covered at 3100 Is. by Sr. Belille, 3120 Is. by 
Coquelin; 3150 by Geoffroy, covered by Co- 
quelin at 3160 lIs., 3180 Is. by Coquelin; 3200 
by Geoffroy; 3300 by Coquelin, 3500 ls. by 
Geoffroy, covered by Coquelin at 3600 ls.; 
3700 by Geoffroy; covered by Coquelin at 
4000 Is. and there being no more bidders the 
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said boat was adjudicated to Sr. Coquelin at 
4010 livres cash and the costs thereon. 
Signed: Coquelin, de Lathiolais, fleuriau, 


Salmon. | 

| Oct. 9. Name of bin nor Captain not mentioned, first 
1014 pp. entry April 9, 1743 and the last of Oct. 9th of 
Log Book the same year. (Document in good condition 
of a ship. and clear script.) 
Oct. 15. _Marriage Contract of Nicholas Maret, Sergeant 
5 pp. in the troops in the Company of Benoist, son 
fo. 24. of deceased Pierre -Maret and of deceased 
(23468) | _ Marie Moisy, a native of Paris, Parish of St. 
(3721) Germain de L’Auxerrois,- Widower of Roze 


Elizabeth Guidon, on one side, and Francoise 
Gabrielle Gargaret (Dargaray), minor daughter 
of deceased Pierre Gargaret, and of Gillette Gau- 
tier, now married to Jullian Ruelan, resident ~ 
of New Orleans; the said Francoise Gabrielle 
Gargaret, a native of New Orleans, Bishopric 
of Quebec, on the other part, the said Ruelan 
and his wife stipulating for the said minor. 

Oct. 16. Inventory of goods annexed to this 
contract for security of goods of Genevieve 
Maret, minor daughter of Maret and deceased 
Roze Elizabeth Guidou, who shall be lodged, 
nourished and raised in the Catholic, Apostolic 
and Roman religion and maintained at the 
expense of the future community, until the age 
of eighteen years or until her marriage with- 
out reduction on what comes to her from Suc- 
cession of her deceased mother or on the goods 
of her father. 

Contract of marriage signed on the fifteenth 
day of October by ‘“‘Marette”’ “‘Francoise Gab- 
rielle dargarey” “jamme ruelan.”’ Carriere. 
nicolas judice. Guebre (apparently). Chan- 
_ Dallemand. Cantrelle. Henry (paraph) 
| 

aavmntory by _ Oct. 15. Inventory of what is to be found 
Ppeeioree? Wee in the house of Nicolas Maret, Widower of 
Roze Elizabeth Guidon, which was estimated 


at time of 


Marriage contract 


second marriage and appraised by the undersigned witnesses. 
| Total 1204 livres, which will replace 1000 Is., 
(23479) which deceased Roze Elizabeth brought in 
(3724) marriage. 
Signed Nicolas Marette. Nicolas judice. Car- 
riere. | 


(First number is that of pagination. ) 
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Oct. 15. Contract between Le Cler, dt Belhumeur, resi- | f 
(23473) dent of Pointe Coupée, and Grevemberg, called ) 
(3722) Flamand, to furnish and deliver in the course i 
fo. 24. of next March 200 pieces of lumber, ten feet @ 
114 pp. long, by twelve inehes in width; 100 pieces 25 i 
ft. in length by 12 and 14 inches, at 9 sols per 
Contract to foot, which Belhumeur obligates himself at the | 
frau Pant coupee rate of 9 sols at New Orleans, the whole 
anil delieer amounting to 3000 livres, on which the sum 
same in New of 1500 livres was paid to Le Cler; Grevem- | 
Urieans, berg obligates himself to pay the remaining | 


1500 livres on delivery of the lumber, for se- | 
curity of which contract said Le Cler affects , 
and hypothecates all his movables and immov- | 
ables, and specially the lumber. Passed in > 

New Orleans before Augustin Chantalou and 

Jacques Cantrelle, witnesses there residing. 

Signed: Le Cler. grevemberg. Chantalou. Can- 

trelle. Henry (paraph) Ntry. | 


Oct. Exchange in which Jean Baptiste Champagne _ 
(28am 5) and his wife Catherine Mouton, abandon to . 
(3723) Louis Menard and Madeleine Valeran, his _ 
fo. 31. wife, a lot adjoining M. de la Pommeray, on 
21% pp. the other side M. de Lafreniere and Sr. Moris- ) 
Exchange set in the rear, with buildings and depen- eg 
of land. dencies in exchange for a half lot and a house g 


bricked between posts, acquired from succes- | 
sion of Bonvilain, first husband of said Cath- | 
erine Mouton; Louis Menard and his wife cede 

and give in exchange of said lot, one situated } _ 
in this City, adjoining Cousin on one side and 
on the other one owned by succession of Nic- 
olas Beauche; Menard and his wife acquired | 
it from Barthelmy Du Bic with the buildings a 
thereon. Both parties are satisfied of this ex- : 
change for which Louis Menard and his wife | 
paid cash 3500 livres. Act of sale and ex- gq 
change passed in New Orleans before Henry, | 
Ntry. and signed by Chantalou and Cantrelle _ 
as witnesses. _ 


Oct. 19. | Rene Desages Duhoux, Captain of the St. Louis, ) 
1 p. certifies that there is due to Louis and Pierre | qa 


Hilaire, now in the King’s ship, the sum of 247 
ating a a livres, 10 sols for five and a half months of 
of the St. Louis, | Service as sailors on the St. Louis, which sum 
as te wages due was paid by Duhoux and there remains due ®g 
three sailors. on said account 157 Is., 10 sols. 


Signed: R. Desages Duhoux. 
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Sailors agree These three sailors have agreed in the pres- 


ence of the undersigned that Sr. Beaupré will 
receive the 157 ls., 10 Ss. coming to each of 
them. 
Delaplace. 
Receipt. | Receipt for 472 livres, 10 sols, on this 23d 
of Oct., 1748. 
Beaupré. 
Document water stained and margins 
ragged. : 
Oct. 19. Detailed account of expense during the voyage 
13 pp. of the boats the Superbe and the Aventurier 
Detailed account outfitted for Martinique and the coast of Spain 
of expense. 1743 under Captain Grenier. 
ae runs Oct. 19, 1743 to Aug. 29, 


It includes such items as payment for a 
canoe, a mule, herbs sent from Cartagena on 
board the boat; Malaga wine, 6 barrels of 
flour for provision of the boats, for pumpkin, 
an ox from Cartagena, for laundry, hens, tur- 
tles and bananas, a cloak of Beaver fur, wax 
candles, hens and eggs, lemons, Madeira wine, 
onions, corn, black pepper, rice, citrons, fish, 
Cassava, wine from Brazil, hogs, ‘chee e, hams, 
given in exchange 97 turtles, vinegar, tar, 
sugar, a quarter of a wild pig, garlic, cloves, 
a cask of brandy, meat for the crew, sugar, 
cabbage, veal, beans, peas, salt, turkeys, bears’ 
oil, butter, sweet almonds and olives, anchors 
of brandy, boards, salted meat, jars of pre- 
serves, utensils, etc. 


| Badly stained with lower end of margins 


| crumbling. 
Oct. 21. Petition to Superior Council by Jacques Roman, 
114 pp. settler at the German Coast stating that three 


| ee years ago he sold a savagess to Sr. Herbert for 

| recovery of price 000 livres. Herbert gave him a first note for 

| of Indian slave— 368 ls., which he negotiated to Sr. Pictet, and 

| a “savagess.” since then he has not been able to collect an- 

other cent, wherefore he prays for citation of 

| Sr. Herbert. Signed: Roman. 

| ere eres, Oct. 26. Notice served on Sr. Herbert, res- 

114 pp. ident of Pointe Coupée, on petition of Sr. Ro- 
| man, on his plantation, to appear before Coun- 
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cil on the 7th of December. Copy of petition 
and notice which was certified left with Her- 


bert. 
Oct. 21. Decree of Council in case against Sr. Pery, owner 
4 pp. of the St. Louis. Rene Desages Duhoux acting 
rer ee for himself as well as Sr. Pery who was con- 
demned to pay wages of the crew after the 


unloading, in default of which said boat would 


of the St. Louis. | be sold after usual formalities. As a longer 
delay would be detrimental to said Pery, in- 
terested parties ask that sale be made as soon _ 
as possible wherefore it was ordered that judi- @ 

- cial sale be made; the first auction not bring- _ 
ing its value a second was ordered in eight 
days. Finally the boat was adjudicated to Sr. = 
Coquelin de Lathiolais at 4000 livres and costs _ 
of adjudication. 
Statement of costs amounting to 843 ls., 10 | | 


“By the Council.” a 
Document badly charred and perforated. : 
Oct. 21. Before Notaries of the Province of Quebec, Jean 
Procuration. pré, residing in Ville Marie, Isle of Montreal, 


with Sr. Dupré, her brother, have granted 
their procuration to Sr. Jacques Terrebonne 
Dupre, their brother residing in Louisiana to 
collect, receive, the 4000 livres in money of | 
France left by their deceased brother. Signed: | 
Dupre Le Comte. Veuve Magnan. C. Turpin. 
J. Hequat. Certification of Barolle’s signature. 
(Well preserved seal.) 


214 pp. Baptiste Dupré Le Comte and Miss Marie Du- | : 
| 


Oct.. 21. Rene Desages Duhoux acting for himself and the 
a crew of the boat the St. Louis obtained a de- 
Repitition of cree on Sept. 21st ordering sale of said boat in 
St. Louis matter. order to pay the debts after the formalities 
prescribed. (mentions formalities prescribed). 
nN The boat was sold at the bar of the Council, 
af | after many bids to Sr. Coquelin de La Thiolais 
for 4000, which he will pay cash to the Gref- 
fier with the costs incurred for said sale. De- 
tailed list of costs amount to 743 ls., 19 Ss. 
(Document charred and perforated.) | 
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Oct. 22.3 pp. Contract between Louis Le Cler called Belhu- 
(23490) meur, settler at Pointe Coupée, with Sr. Prat, 
(3726) fo. 24. “Physician” of the King and Sr.. Prevost, 
Agent of the Company of the Indies, to fur- 


meses te nish 400 pieces of cypress, squared, to wit: 100 
cuaber dedated, pieces 28 ft. long by eleven inches; 122 pieces 
from Pointe of 12 inches wide; and 100 of 12 by 12, to be 
Coupee to the cut in winter, to be squared and on the wharf 
o— at - at New Orleans, at the cost and expense of 


contractor next September, 1744, under pen- 
alty of costs, damages and interest, explained 
by MM. Prat and Prevost, as the said Sieurs 
intend the said lumber for work proportionate 
in length and width. 
- Signed: Le Cler. Prevost. Chantalou. Can- 
trelle. Prat. Henry (paraph) Ntry. 
Document in bad condition. charred and per- 
forated. 


Petition to Superior Council by Sr. Assailly that 
ee the succession of deceased Couturier owes him 
mes Po a sum of 59 lIs., 15 Ss. for merchandise fur- 
papain in nished to him according to memoranda hereto 

debt of Couturier annexed. After death of said Couturier, peti- 
succession. tioner, made his declaration and protest in the 

Registry and asked payment by Sr. Barbin, 

Attorney of Vacant Estates without it being 

ordered by the Council, Wherefore he prays 

that Sr. Barbin, be ordered to pay said debt, 
after which he shall be validly discharged. 
(Signed) Assailly. 


Sr. Barbin Oct. 22. Sr. Barbin summoned to answer | 

on above petition. _ 
(Signed) Salmon. 

Sr. Barbin Oct. 28. Answer of Sr. Barbin that Sr. As- 


awaits order 
from the Council. 


sailly’s claim is well founded and that he is 
ready to pay it when so ordered. Barbin. 


Oct. 23. i Statement of wages due to the crew of the St. 
Wages paid to Louis: 
Duhoux from 3 to Oct. 21, 
9 mos., 18 days..... 
Pierre Daviaux, Jan. 9 to Oct. 21, 2 
Pierre Voisin, 3 mos., at 30 Is..... 90 # ‘“ 
carpenter, 4 mos.. at 70 


J eo Boyer, from Feb. 8th to Oct. 
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Approval. 


Acknowledgment. 


Order to turn sate 


over funds. | 


Receipt to Henry | 


and Chantalou 


for balance on 
sale of the boat. 


Oct. 23. 
(23493) 
(3727) 
fo. 24. 
11% pp.. 


Sale of a 
negro slave. 


Oct. 25. 
A case in 
Arkansas Post. 


Petition to have 
inventory made. 


*Bienvenu. 


Louis Le Breton from April 25th to 


Libourne, April 25th to Oct. 8th.... 157.10 “ 
Pierre Hiliar, April 23d to Oct. 8th 157.10 “ 
Bernulhaud, April 3d to Oct. llth.. 188.15 “ 
Lambert, 2 mos., 18 days.......... 120.10 “ 
Nicolas Desnoyers, 4 mos........... 40.— 


Total......2739.15 ls. 


Approval signed R. Desages Duhoux. 
Oct. 23, 1743. Request to M. Henry to pay 


the above sum from thé ‘sale of the ship. 


Signed: G. Pery. 
Oct. 23. A card, (7 of hearts), acknowl- 


edging 202 Is. due to jean Boyer. Signed: 


Duhoux. Withhold 100 sols owed. 
Oct. 23. Request to M. Henry to turn over 


to M. Chastang the funds which remain of the 
boat the St. Louis and its merchandise. Signed: 


G. Pery. 

Oct. 23. Receipt to M. Henry for 260 ls. 
balance of funds on the sale of the St. Louis. 
Signed: Chastang. 

Oct. 24. Receipt to M. Chantalou for 796 
ls. for amount of sale of the cargo of the boat 
the St. Louis. Chastang. 


Sale of a young negro, by Tixerant to Galois de 


Labrosse, aged about sixteen years, issue of.a 
negro owned by Tixerant, for the sum of 3500 
livres, paid cash, to M. Le Bretton, Secretary 
of the Marine, on account of a plantation 
which he sold to Sr. Tixerant. Sale passed be- 
fore Sr. Henry, and signed: Delatour. Tixer- 


ant. Cantrelle. Chantalou. Henry (paraph) 


Ntry. 


Petition to M. de Moncharvaux, Commandant of 


the Fort at Arkansas by Anne Catherine Che- 
nalenne, widow of Sieur Lepine, showing that 
in consequence of the accident to Guillaume 


- Bienvenut* and his wife who lost all their 
goods, she wishes to have inventory made of 


all she possesses to give them their share, with- 
out prejudice to her other children living with 
the petitioner. Therefore, she prays that he 
come with witnesses to the residence of the 


~ said widow to take said inventory. 
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Oct. 26. 
(24854) 
4 pp. 
Inventory on 
said matter. 


Oct. 28. 
(24595) 


114 pp. 


Petition to 
allow sale. 


Oct. 26. 
11 pp. 


Suit for 
separation of 
community and 
seizure of 
property. 


Original. 
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Oct. 25. In the presence of Louis Giscard 
dit Benoist and Charles Grusillon it shall be 
proceeded to inventory of her movables at the 
said Widow’s by Jean Lafleur and Pierre In- 
bau, alias la Jeunesse. 

Signed: Tisseran. De Moncharvaux. 


Before us, Sieur de Moncharvaux, Commandant 
for the King, at the Fort of Arkansas, inven- 
tory taken of contents of residence of Dame 
Chenalenne widow L’Epine, in the presence of 
Louis Giscard called Benoist, Charles Grosil- 
lon, for one side and Srs. Lafleur and Inbau for 
the minors. 

Inventory follows amounting to 14630 ls. 10. 
. Declaration by witnesses that no other ef- 
fects remain after those inventoried. 
Collated to the original. Paid to Sr. Antoine 
Coulleret, the sum of 300 Is. in the presence 
of M. de Moncharvaux, Commandant at said 
Post, on account of a debt stipulated, in the 
present act. | | 
(Signed) Tisserant de Moncharvaux. Lieg- 
vos, Greffier. 


Petition to M. Salmon by Louis Tixerant to sell 
a lot in New Orleans, and a young negress of 
14 or 15 years, for liquidation of plantation 
bought from Le Bretton, on which he wishes 
to establish himself; to allow also the sale of 
a young negro for the same purpose. Signed: 
Tixerant. 


Sale allowed on condition that price thereof 
be employed to pay said plantation in place 
of a mortgage. (Signed) Salmon. 


Suit for separation of community between Sr. 
Gerard Pery and Francoise Aufrere, residing 
at home of Sieur Antoine Aufrere, her father 
and curator. Having obtained a decree of 
Superior Council ordering separation of goods 
and property by virtue of which decree Sr. 
Pery is condemned to reimburse the sum of 
20000 livres, which she brought by her con- 
tract of marriage, Feb. 1, 1742, before Sr. 
Henry, as dowry and advance of inheritance, 
in consequence of which, Augustin Chantalou, 
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Oct. 28. 
(23584) 
(3737) 


214 pp. 


Procuration. 


Oct. 28. 
(23498) 
(3728) 
fo. 24: 
Marriage 


contract 
Decuir-Mahyeux 


in Pointe Coupee. 


as huissier, went to examine goods and prop- 
erty of Sieur Pery, in the country as well as in 
the city, for the purpose of real seizure, to 


place them in possession of the King and jus- 


tice. Inventory being made judicial sale, after 
customary formalities, took place before the 
bar of the Court. Auction sale was cried four 
times, each report being signed by Chantalou 
and bidders, the sales to be continued until full 
payment of the 20000 livres. 


-Procuration granted by Louis de Lavergne in 


blank, on information received of the death 
of Marie Simon, Widow of Louis Lavergne, 
his father, who died last year. His widow left 
but one heir, Etienne Fichet, married to his 
sister, Marie Lavergne, and Angelique, which 
obliges him to grant power of attorney to. . 
(blank), to whom he gives unlimited power 


to receive all that may come to him from suc- 


cession of the said Marie Simon his mother, 
and proceed to division, and draw the lot 


which may fall to him in effects and money; 


to pay the debts of said succession and make 
necessary sales, either by licitation or other- 
wise. The same to:be done in the succession 
of his father, Louis Lavergne. 

Signed: Cantrelle. Chantalou. Henry, Ntry. 


Between Jean Francois Decuir, aged thirty-nine 


years, resident of Pointe Coupee, son of Al- 
bert Decuir and Catherine Daumaire. 

And Genevieve Mahyeux, aged sixteen 
years, daughter of Pierre Mahyeux and Marie 
Sellier, in the presence of their relatives and 
friends. On the part of the future bride of 
Sieurs Francois Mahyeux, Pierre Ricard and 


Jean Pierre Hardy, dt La Vierge; and of the 
- groom of Sieurs Etienne Decuir, Jacques De- 


coux, Joseph Herbert, and Francois Alain. 
Done at Pointe Coupée, the aforesaid day and 
year, signed: X mark of Jean Francois Decuir. 
Favrot Commandant. genevieve Mayeux. jean 


_piere Hardy dt La Vierge. Mark of Marie 
-francoise+ Manne. alain dequir Maieux. J. her- 
bert. Allain. jacques decoux. ‘‘Francois May- — 


eux fraire’’ Rivard. And we the undersigned 
Notary. | 
Potin. 


t - 
/ 
a 
5 
. 
‘ 
4 
ig 
> 


320 The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 


Nov. 2. Examination of M. Jahan, by Surgeon Prat under 
1 ‘pi order of M. Salmon, who report this day; three 

contusions were found on his head, near the 
Report on Jahan’s right parietal bone, accompanied by a small 


a an wound, with surrounding part black and blue, 
countersigned by on the cheek bone, and a slight wound at the 
Gueydon. — extremity of the index with bruises, which — 


, must have been made with a blunt instrument, 
| ae Et such as a club or cane, which wounds are not 
dangerous and will be healed in about eight 
days. In testimony of which we have drawn 
up the present report to serve and oe as 
need may be. 

Signed: Prat, S. 
Paper slightly stained but otherwise docu- 
ment in good condition. 


N ov. 4. 1 p. Declaration in the Registry of the Seneiien Coun- 
(23501) | cil by Gatien Bredy called Tourangeau, Gar- 
(3729) fo. 24. diner of the King. who stated that about 
Declaration by the eleven days ago he sent his negro through the 
Kings Gerdiner. city to sell vegetables; passing before Dalman, 
tavern keeper, who called him to buy salad ; 
j opie! “an ‘the said Dalman broke all his salad and so ill 
gardiner’s slave. § treated him that he complained to M. Salmon, 
who told the deponent to make a complaint 
and have said Dalman cited, which he delayed 
until this day in the hope that Dalman would 
have given satisfaction to the petitioner. More- | 
over Dalman boasted that he would break the 
arms of the deponent. He declared that he 
could not write nor sign, after inquiry as per 
ordinance. Signed: Henry, Greff. 


“Nov. 4. Reply made before the Superior Council by Sieur 
1134 pp. and Dame Tixerant, rendering account of suc- 
Reply by Sieur and cession of deceased André Carriere to the de- 


Dame Tixerant to bates (oppositions) furnished by said coheirs 


the the said account. It is not sufficient to per- 
acctnt ta thelr suade just and equitable judges to advance a 


father’s succession. fact. The accountants have the honor to plead 

| a fact, to deny or establish it, to prove it from 
the base Ex Visceribus. The coheirs pretend 
that there are six slaves accruing to them before 
any division, and the accountants maintain 
that they belonged to their deceased father 
before his marriage with Madam Tixerant. To 
day they will answer only the principal ques- 
tion which must be decided before all others, 
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according to the laws and customs and more- 
over the usage in all Superior and lower courts. 
| Sr. Carriere wished to marry Marie Ar- 
i i seem lut*, he had the precaution to have all his 
secondly: goods inventoried, (which at this day would 
| be considered chimerical because of their little 
solidity), consisting of slaves and land, of 
which the only fragment remaining are ‘two 
slaves. However these pretended goods have 
been estimated and amount to the sum of, - 
12000 Is., on which. remain as said above but 
two slaves, Francois and Jeanneton, called 
'Maman Gros. He pretended to have certain 
goods acknowledged for those to come later 
on, that is, his children, coheirs, heirs and as- 
signs and he separated from this inventory 
the sum of 4000 livres which he entered into 
_ the community with Marie Arlut, following her 
contract of marriage, on July 24, 1719, on 
which question the Superior Council has to-day 
to decide. The contract of marriage of 4000 
ls. and the eight thousand livres which they 
‘pretend comes to them in preference, might 
appear just if he had really brought that sum, 
which cannot be proven, as they were com- 
posed of slaves who died, of cattle that were 
lost, of plantations which were abandoned, and 
of which none of the heirs can cite the name 
nor the site, and at this day the community 
- can be estimated only on what chance has pre- 
served, that is two slaves and not six. At An- 
dré Carriere’s death the community showed | | 
only the gains and economies made in com- | 
mon during their community. It remains to 
; the coheirs to show on what base they claim 
six negroes before division, without seeking 
to argue that a quarrel is sought, when, on the 
contrary they are the ones who keep up the 
wrangle in making demands which they cannot 
prove. Sr. Tixerant for these reasons will re- 
| mit the account to the Procureur General so 
i that they may be judged judicially, and not to 
| confuse matters which would be prejudicial to 
the interest of all. . 

Signed: Tixerant. Marie Arlut. 

Nov. 14. Request that the marriage contract 
of Sieur and Dame Tixerant be examined, as 
the minors are there mentioned, and Sr. Tixer- 
ant says that “in accepting the tutorship he 
will render account of their goods as soon as 
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they become of age to be emancipated.” Mr. 
the Procureur General, who is as their curator, 
considered it to their advantage to leave things 
remain as they were for the moment. If he 
and the referee do not think Sr. Tixerant right 
in this instance he asks them, he is ready to 
submit to what they may decide. : 
(Signed) Lavergne. 


Nov. 5. Petition to the Superior Council by Sr. Daunoy 

134 pp. for induction into the Superior Council, stating 

that M. de Vaudreuil, Governor and M. de 

Salmon, Commissioner, Ordonnateur and First 

Superior Councilas Judge have commissioned and established him 

Councillor Assessor. gs Councillor Assessor, under the pleasure of 
His Majesty, by Letters patent sent to him of | 
the fourth of the present month. He prays that 
he be received in this charge, and to order that 
the said Commission be registered. 

Nov. 5. Order to communicate to the Pro- 
cureur General of the King. (signature 
omitted.) | 

Seen the present petition with the commis- 
sion of M. de Vaudreuil, Governor; and de 
Salmon, Commissioner and Ordonnateur, I de- 
mand in the King’s name that Sr. Daunoy be 
inducted into the Superior Council of the Pro- 
vince of Louisiana. (No signature.) | 

Seen the present petition, with the commis- 
sion of MM. de Vaudreuil Governor and Sal- 
mon Commissionaire Ordonnateur and First 
Judge of the Superior Council, dated 4th of 
the present month. I demand in the King’s 
name the reception of Sr. Daunoy as Council- 
lor Assessor civil and criminal be delayed un- 
til inquiry on life and morals be made, there- 
after to be ordered what shall appertain. Nov. 
6, 17438. (No signature. ) 

Order for inquiry. Nov. 6. Order for inquiry on life and morals 
of Sieur Daunoy, the whole to be _— 
to the Council. (No signature.) 


~ Nov. 5. Petition to the Superior Council by Charles Le- 
114 pp. - Sassier, stating that he had subrented a house 
from Sr. Pery, which is owned by Sr. Carriere, 
to have lessor situated in this City, for the remainder of the 
make repairs or - year on the same conditions in which he held 
BA Hi it from Carriere. Moreover he has a lease un- 

; der private seal with Carriere, dated the 12th 


deduct same from 


rent. ie of last June, for three years in sequence, and 
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as there are repairs to make, such as hearths 
and chimneys, where fire would be dangerous; 
to the stairway and roof of this house, of which 
said Carriere was notified and refused to make 
them; wherefore he prays that said Carriere 
be cited to be condemned to make said repairs, 
unless he prefers that returns on lease pay for 
same, which shall be examined by experts. ~ 
Signed : Lesassier. 
Nov. 5. Permit to cite. Signed: Raguet. 
Notice of citation Nov. 5. Notice served on Sr. Carriere, at 
— his domicile on his plantation, left with the 
Procureur General, residing on Royal Street, 
speaking to his negro servant, leaving copy 
of the petition and of the order. Signed: 
Chantalou. 


Nov. 6. Petition to the Superior Council by Lafleur, stat- 
q Petition to enforce ing that by decree of 28th of last Sept. Sr. Ig- 
ee nace Trepanier was condemned to complete 
of the Council. the work and furnish pickets according to his 
agreement and for which said Trepanier has 7 | 
received payment. He prays that he be cited | 
to be condemned to complete said work as | 
well as to the reimbursement of the sum he | 
has received, with damages and costs. 
(Signed ) Lafleur. 

Permit. Nov. 6. Permit to cite. Signed: Raguet. 
an Serves. Nov. 11. Notice of citation served on Sr. Ig- 


nace Trepanier, residing above Cannes Brus- 
» . lées, to appear before the Council on the 16th 
J _ instant; notice left at the residence of the Pro- 
cureur General, on Royal Street, speaking to 
his negro servant. 


Chantalou. 

Nov. 11. Petition to the Superior Council by Ignace Petit 
4m. stating that by decree of last Oct. 28, in favor 

of Widow Huet, he was ordered to remit the 
Petition to allow negro and negress concerned, to Sr. St. Mar- 
tue tin, Militia Captain, for security of the debt 
seatetiiiiae eal to the Company of the Indies due by succession | 
final decision. of deceased Guillaume Huet with the consent | 


» of Sr. Prevost, Agent of the said Company. He 
has more representations to make than a 
stranger for it is allowed to a creditor to de- ) 
mand what is due him. It is painful to an 

heir to see patrimonial goods pass to strangers, . 

: when he offers to pay the Company of the In- 
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Order signed 


Council thereon. 


Meyere charges 
Pery with errors 
in account which 
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dies the debt of Sr. Huet’s succession. He 
‘prays that the slaves in his possession remain 
to him until final division between the heirs. 
Moreover petitioner prays that Widow Huet 
be cited under delay of a month, for reasons 

known to petitioner, which he does not ad- — 
vance at present but which he apprehends will 
become but too evident, to render account to 
Sr. Huet’s succession and to produce all the 
effects proceeding therefrom. Signed: Petit. 


Order to communicate to the Procureur 
General of the King. Salmon. 

Nov. 9. Consent that said slaves remain in 
possession of Petit until the end of his suit 
with Widow Huet, and prays for order that 
she be cited to render account of said succes- 
sion. 

(Signed) fleuriau. | 
Seen the petition presented by Petit with the 
conclusions’ of the Procureur General of the 
King, the Council orders that the sum of 1500 
livres remitted by Petit to M. Henry, be turned 
over to the Company of the Indies on account 
of what the Huet succession owes, claiming the 
wages. The said widow, however, is cited to 
appear in a month from this day to render ac- 
count of said succession. Costs pending. 
Signed: Salmon. Vaudreuil. Lafreniere. fa- 

zende. Raguet. | 7 


Mr. Pery is surprised that Sr. Meyere has made 
_- researches concerning the sale of merchandise 
which he left when he sailed for Vera Cruz. 
At the time mentioned in Pery’s account, the 
sugar sold to Sr. Carriere, did not proceed from 
what was left by Meyere. It was optional to 
him to take them at the same price he would 
have made to Sr. D’Auseville, and also with 
other merchandise. It would seem to Sr. 
Meyere, that Pery had no other affairs in hand 
but his, and that he Pery had no other sugar 
but that of Meyere. Being in commerce of 
buying and selling wholesale and in retail, he 
does not hold his merchandise and particularly 
those that are provisions to find a more advan- 
tageous price later. He offers to prove that he 
offered the merchandise to Chastang and Du- 
pont at the same price due on said merchan- 
dise, that is: brown sugar at 6 sols per Ib., 
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by Salmon. 
Petit’s plea 
granted. 
; 
4%, 
4 
Order of the 
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Pery denies. 
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finer sugar at 16 sols per lb., molasses or ‘syrup 
at 80 livres the barrel. 


Mr. Chastang did not want to buy part of 
said merchandise, not having <-sufficient place 
for them; Mr. Dupont would not buy them but 
at a term of five months: Pery wished to grant 
him but three months; all of which Pery com- 
municated to Sr. Meyere. Meyere who was 
then leaving for Vera Cruz charged Sr. Pery 
with the merchandise to sell for his own ac- 
count and risk and borrowed from said Pery 
the sum of two thousand and a few hundred 
livres as appears by note and mandate of Sr. 
Meyere. He also complains of the price of the 
soap. Pery was obliged to sell at this price | 
and even lower on account of the great quan- | 
tity in the country. Soon afterwards Pery was | | 
obliged to abandon part of 141 6” at 14 sols _ 
to the livre, coming from the cargo of the ship 
Le Comte. Sr. Meyere pretends that Sr. Pery | 
furnished him unequal accounts, which are , 
never without error nor omission, in which 
Meyere has more share than Pery. Sr. Meyere 
charged Pery with the sale and made an ac- | 
knowledgment by the hand of Sr. La Brosse, | 
and signed by Pery, which does not conform 

“Should be with the note, written by Sr. Duhaume,* | 
— trusted man of Mr. Meyere. The error on Mr. 

: Pery’s part is involuntary, he cannot under- | 
stand this difference between the note and the 
acknowledgment. Pery noted several articles | 
which were to the advantage of Meyere, as | 


appears by the second account. The value of 
the cargo was about 60000 livres, which is ver- 
ified. Pery prays that the Council be kind | 
enough to examine this and not to stop at use- 
less papers having no strength, having been 
made for pleasure. 

Signed: Pery. 


4 pp. Nov. 12. Petition by Sr. ai to Superior 
| Council stating that in defense of Nov. 9, he 

- could not understand from whence proceeded 

errors charged by Meyere: On examination of 

the acknowledgment he gave Meyere he has 

found 27 cases of soap weighing 1238 lbs. 

marked 356 lbs., and 34 cases idem weighing 

634 lbs., and with the other item, 3168 Ibs. He 

‘mentions other articles in receipt given Mey- 

ere. This error occasions to Pery a loss of 282 
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livres which he prays Council to condemn 
Meyere to pay; he explains other figures and 
deductions, adding that this was not merchan- 
-dise brought from the Colonies nor from Eu- 
rope, which he hopes they will bear in mind. 
Signed: G. Pery. 


Nov. 9. Session of the Superior Council, where were MM. 
1 p. de Vaudreuil Governor; Salmon First Judge; 
Judgments rendered Lafreniere, Fazende, Raguet, and Prat, Coun- 
by Superior Council. 

Roman vs. Herbert. 1. Between Jacques Roman, plaintiff, vs. 
Joseph Herbert, defendant: Council has de- 
cided against defendant and condemned him 

| to pay plaintiff’s demand, and costs. 

Pictet vs. Roman. 2. Between Gaspard Pictet, plaintiff, vs. 
Jacques Roman, defendant: The Council has 
rendered judgment in default against defend- 
ant and condemns him to pay the sum of 358 Is. 
1 sol. and costs. 


Lesassier vs. 3. Between Sr. Lesassier, plaintiff, vs. Sr. 
Joseph Carriere. = Carriere, defendant: The Council has ad- 
journed the parties to eight days, costs pend- 

ing. 

chee vs. 4. Between Andre Carriere, plaintiff, vs. 
5 Sr. Tixerant, defendant: The Council having 


heard the case, with the conclusions of the Pro- 
cureur General of the King, orders that vou- 
chers be placed on the table, for report by M. 
Raguet to be ordered what shall appertain. 
(End of the page.) 

Signed: Vaudreuil. Salmon. lafreniere. fa- 
zende. Raguet. | 


Nov. 9. Nuncupative Will of Philippe Haineaux, before 
214 pp. Claude Trenaunay Chanfret, subdelegate and 
(23513) Judge at Pointe Coupée, Bernard Louis Potin 
(3731) fo. 24. acting as Notary. Signed: philippe haineaux. 
Nuncupative will Allain. Meuillion. Gueho. Porche. Patin. Potin 


Philippe Haynaud- =Ntry. F. Remy prétre Capucin Curé. 


Nov. 11. Inventory of goods of Philippe Haineaux. It 
6 pp. covers 534 pp. Signed: Potin. Greffr. Vincent 
Inventory.  Porche. Allain. Trenaunay Chanfret. Calais. 


This has been printed in full in the La. Hist. 
Qtly. under the title A Gentleman of Pointe 
Coupee. Vol. 5, pp. 462-467, Oct., 1922. 
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Nov. 11. 
4 pp. 
(23524) 
(3732) 
ff. 


Transaction 
between Gallard . 
de Chamilly and 
Bonne. 


Appeared in office of Notary Royal Sieur Fran- 


cois Gallard dt Chamilly and Dame Marianne 
Ervieux, his wife, authorized to these presents 
by him, on one side and Sr. Albert de Bonne, 
resident in this Colony, said Sr. and Dame de 
Chamilly having an obligation passed before 
le Saillier at Montreal, May 27, 1718, by which 
it appears that Sr. Albert de Bonne, jointly 
with Sr. Francois de Bonne, his brother, owe 
to Sr. Jean Baptiste Hervieux, merchant of 
Montreal, residing at Ville Marie, the sum o? 
six thousand one hundred and ninety-five livre 
on one side and that of 286 livres of cards for 
merchandise sold to Srs. de Bonne and a pro- 
curation before Ademar (Adhemar and Rem- 
baud,) notaries of Montreai, Aug. 24, 1733, to 


Mr. Gallot. Secretary of M. de Bienville to 


prosecute Sr. de Bonne; another procuration 
of July 16, 1735, substituting Sr. Turpin in 


place of M. Gallot, and moreover an excerpt 


from a letter of Sr. Ervieux written from Mon- 
treal, Sept. 6, 1740, collated with the original 
by the undersigned notary on the eleventh of 


_last July, by which it is stipulated that Sr. Er- 


vieux abandons said sum to Madam de Cha- 
milly to be paid by Sr. de Bonne, the parties 
having now agreed, to avoid a suit, to reduce 


the debt to 3400 Is. which Sr. Albert de Bonne 


has voluntarily promised to pay jointly with 
his brother who has since died. Agreement 
fully explained with dates of payment for 
which Sr. de Bonne affects and hypothecates 
all his movables as security. Albert de Bonne 
declared that he does not know how to write 
nor sign, wherefore inquiry as per ordinance. 

Signed: Chamilly. 

Feb. 25, 1745. Appeared in notarial office 
Sr. Albert de Bonne and Charles le Sassier, 
husband of Genevieve Gallard de Chamilly, 
daughter of Francois Gallard and of Marianne 
Ervieux, who have desisted from payment of 
said sum in favor of the said marriage, Sr. de 
Bonne obligating himself, before the said no- 
tary, to the payment of 2400 Is., half payable 
in March, 1746, and the other half in March, 
1747, and to avoid all contestation, owing to 
the reduction of specie in the Colony, follow- 
ing the declaration of the King of Jan. 1 of 
the present year, (1743) the said Sr. de Bonne 
and Sr. and Dame Lesassier have agreed to pro- 
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long the payments into four -— ual payments 
on the conditions explained, de Bonne furnish- 
ing mortgage security. 

Signed: Lesassier. Chantalou. Henry 


(paraph) Ntry. ~- 
Nov. 11. Petition by Jacques Roman claiming that Sr. | 
14 pp. Daufin owes him 2200 ls., on a note dated last 
es f Sept. 13th, wherefore he prays that he be cited 


payment of debt. to be condemned to pay same. 

Signed: Roman. 

ore Permit to cite signed: Salmon. 

Netice | seqved. Nov. 11. Notice served on Sr. Jean Joseph | 

| Daufin at his ddémicile in New Orleans, to ap- 
pear before the Council on the 16th of the 
present month, by Chantalou. | 
Document legible but with torn margins. 


Statement of of the caxro of the Superbe, com- 
Barge. manded by Chevr. Grenier, from Martinique. 


Document stained with upper margin 
July 26, 1745. ragged but in clear script. 

Nov. 9. Excerpt from Registers of the Superior Council. 
2 pp. ss Between Raimond Bardon, plaintiff, vs. Beau- 


pre, defendant. Seen by the Superior Council 


retition by Bardon of Louisiana the petition presented by Raimond 


to have an 


investigation Bardon, alleging that being at supper at said 

made of an assault Begupre, tavern keeper, he struck plaintiff 

Seater eg with a spade on the face, that laid him on the 

floor, concluding that it be permitted to make 
tavern keeper. inquiry into the facts before M. Raguet, last { 


September. The Council ordered that Beau- 
pre be cited before M. Raguet, Commissioner 
on this case by the Council. Henry, Greff. 


Nov. 9. Notice of citation served on Raimond 
Bardon, at his domicile in New Orleans, to ap- 
pear before the Council on the 20th day of the | 
present month, leaving him copy of the peti- 
tion and of this notice. (Signed) Chantalou. 


Nov. 18. Session of Superior Council of Nov. 18, 1743; 


No. 960. were present MM. de Vaudreuil, Governor: 
334, pp. Salmon, First Judge; De Noyan, Lieutenant of 


Judgments rendered the King; ; De La Freniere, Fazende, Raguet 
by Superior Council. gnd Prat, Councillors: 


Pery vs. Meyere. 1.- Between Sr. Gerard Pery, plaintiff, vs. 
Portion debated Sr. de Meyere, defendant and plain- 
to arbitration. tiff: Seen by the Superior Council the agree- 
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Louis Tixerant as 
Husband of Widow 
Carriere vs. 

Coheirs of deceased 
Carriere. 


LeSassier vs. 
Carriere. 


La Fleur vs. 
Trepagnier. 


Records of the Superior Council of Lousiana 


ments of the parties, the procuration sent by 
the plaintiff to Vera Cruz, observations made 
on the account, answers and replies of the par- 
ties, seen and examined, the Council has sent 
the parties before Sr. Elie Rasteau and Nou- 


guez, appointed to arbitrate. On their report - 


to decide what shall appertain. Costs pend- 
ing. | 

2. Between Louis Tixerant as husband of 
Marie Arlut, plaintiff, vs. Andre Carriere, La- 
vergne married to Marie Carriere; Trudeau 
married to another Carriere, coheirs of de- 
ceased Carriere, first husband of said Marie 
Arlut, defendants and plaintiffs: Seen the 
marriage contract of deceased Carriere and 
said Marie Arlut, inventory made at the time, 
July 22, 1719; seen the account presented by 
Sr. Tixerant, with the conclusions of the Pro- 
cureur General; heard the ~ ort of M. Ra- 
guet, the Council orders provisionally that 
Francois and Maman Gros, slaves, owned by 
deceased Sr. Carriere before his marriage with 
the issue of the said slaves, who are Charlot, 


aged 12 years, Marie Jeanne, eleven years, 


and Babet of five years, be given to the minors 
in kind, and will belong to them in full owner- 
ship, without division, on condition that the 
sum of 4000 livres be recognized to the com- 
munity and moreover that the parties will an- 
swer the debate in defense of their account, in 
default of which, judgment will be rendered 
notwithstanding. Costs pending. 


3. Between Sr. Lesassier, plaintiff vs. 
Joseph Carriere defendant: Seen the petition 
presented by Sr. Charles Lesassier with a lease 
under private seal with Sr. Carriere the Coun- 
cil has rendered judgment in default against 
defendant and condemns him to make repairs 
necessary to the house in a month at latest, in 
default of which the plaintiff will have an es- 
timate made-by Sr. Broutin, engineer, of the 
repairs promised to plaintiff, and that they be 


made at cost of defendant, who will bear costs. 


4. Between La fleur, plaintiff, vs. Ignace 
Trepagnier, defendant: Seen the decree of 
Council of Sept. 28th, the Council has ordered 
the plaintiff to accede to the demand and make 
repairs mentioned, according to estimate to be 
made by Noyan, and on his report to be or- 
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dered what shall appertain. Signed: Noyan. 
Lafreniere. fazende. Prat. Salmon. Raguet. 


fleuriau. 
Assailly vs. Barbin 5. Between Sr. Assailly, holding procura- 
for tion, plaintiff, vs. Sr. Barbin, Attorney of Va- 


cant Estates, charged with succession of de- 
ceased Couturier, defendant: Defendant is 
ordered to pay to Sr. Assailly the sum of 59 
livres, 15 sols, for merchandise delivered to Sr. 
Couturier and condemns succession to bear 
costs. 

(Signed) Vaudreuil. Noyan. Lafreniere. fa- 
zende. Prat. Salmon. Raguet. Fleuriau. 
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INDEX TO THE SPANISH JUDICIAL RECORDS 
OF LOUISIANA 


AXIV. 


January-March, 1777. 
(Continued from January, 1929) 


By LAURA L. PORTEOUS 


January 2, 1777. 
Carlos Jolidon vs. 
Bazilio Ximenes. 
No. 3685. 2 pp. 


Court of Governor Galvez. 


No Assessor. 
Escribano, J. B. Garic. 


To collect a debt. 


The plaintiff claims a debt of 
1670 hard pesos that he has been 
unable to collect. The defendant 
is absent from this Province and 
he has learned through public 


rumor that he will never return. 


Therefore he asks for a compar- 
ison of signatures, so as to prove 
the authenticity of the note he 
holds. He further states that Mr. 


Cavallier who is in charge of Bazilio Ximenes’ procuration 
holds in his possession a slave woman and her son belonging 
to the defendant, if these should be sold it would be preju- 
dicial to him. He asks that the escribano be notified not to 
pass any acts of sale to alienate the property of Ximenes. Peti- 
tion granted. This ends the record. ; 


January 8. 

Philippe de Marigny 

de Mandeville vs. 

Alferez Real Don 
Francisco Maria de 
Reggio. 

To collect a debt due the estate 
of his deceased half-brother, 


Ignacio Broutin in which he has 
an interes. 


No. 3690. 138 pp. 
Courts of Alcalde Panis 
and Assessor General 
Cecilio Odoardo. 
Assessors, Odoardo and 
Postigo. 

Escribibanos, Almonester 
and Mazange. 


- This record is filled with a most 
valuable collection of certified 


copies and as many of them are 
lost or impossible to obtain’ from 
their original sources they will 
be given here in detail because 
of the important material in- 
cluded therein appertaining to 
the de Marigny-Broutin-de eal 
gio families. 


In place of page 1 there is a 
note to the effect that by decree 
of Governor Esteban Miro, dated 
January 31, 1785, the first entry 
which was Chevalier Broutin’s 
death certificate has been re- 
moved. It appears later in Span- 
ish translation on page 69. 
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The marble slab covering the de The second exhibit is a baptism- 


al certificate dated November 7, 
Louisiana, carries an inscription 1737, signed by Father Dagobert, 
which we translate as an stating that there was baptized 

interesting note upon the history Ignace, son of Ignace Francois — 
Captain, of. the Marine 
Ici and Engineer and Magdeleine 
FRANCOIS PHILIPPE MARIGNY Le Maire. The god-parents were 
MANDEVILLE Antoine de Marigny and Marie 
Therese Pineau (Pinaud) wife of 
pRANdOIS manicny Mr. de Verges, the King’s engi- 
MANDEVILLE neer. Father Pierre, Capuchin, 


Knight of the Royal and Military officiating. Father Dagobert’s 
Order of St. Louis and Major signature is certified to by Father 


of the fortress at New Or- | 
leans, born at Bayeux in Baudouin, Jesuit Superior of the 


Normandy, died in this Missionaries of Louisiana, Vicar 
city November 4, 1728. General of Quebec, Father Bau- 
douin’s signature is vouched for 


ANTOINE PHILIPPE MARIGNY 
de MANDEVILLE Knight of the e de Rochemo 
Royal and Military Order of St. uly ’ ° 


The third entry is a certified 
the of copy taken from the register of 
28, 1722, died in New the Parish Church of Notre Dame 
Orleans November 6, de Mobile, dated February 28, 
1779. 1722, and is to the effect that. 


Father Mathieu baptized a son 


born July 17, 1721, of the legit- 


de MANDEVILLE Knight of the imate marriage of the noble per- 
Royal and Military Order of gons Francois de Marigny de 


Louis, Captain Commander of 
this city June 15, 1751, Mobile and Magdeline Le Maire. 

died May 14, 1800. He was given the name of An- 


toine. The god-father was the 
High and Mighty Antoine Le Moine, Seigneur de Chateaugue, 
Chevalier of the Military Order of St. Louis, Lieutenant Gen- 
eral for the King in Louisiana, the god-mother was Marguerite 


_ Le Sueur. 


The fourth exhibit is a certified copy of the proceedings 
taken in Paris, August 29, 1764, at the request of Antoine 
Philippe de Marigny de Mandeville, for the making of the 
inventory of the estate left there by his half-brother, Ignace 
Broutin, Lieutenant of Infantry and Aide de Camp of Chevalier 
Turgot, Governor General of Guyanne and of La Cayenne. De 
Marigny claims that he acts on behalf of the absent heirs, which 
include Miss Chauvin, Broutin’s widow, Magdalena Broutin, 


wife of Chevalier de la Ronde and the minor children of Mar- 


guerita Broutin who at her death was the wife of Mr. de 
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Pontalba. Mrs. de la Ronde acts on her own authority and 
the Pontalba minors by representation of their mother. Among 
the papers inventoried is Francisco de Reggio’s note in Brou- 
tin’s favor for 36487 livres, 11 sols, 6 deniers, dated October 
18, 1760, which is the basis of this suit, which begins with the 
following petition. | 

| Antonio Philippe de Marigny de Mandeville after present- 
ing the foregoing exhibits sets forth that he is a co-heir to 
one-third part of the maternal property left by his half-brother, 
the late Ignacio Broutin as appears from his burial certificate, 
his baptismal certificate and that of the petitioner and the in- 
ventory made in Paris of the property left at his death. It is 
convenient to his right to make a judicial division of all his 
maternal property so as to make clear the part that comes to 
him. To prepare his action he asks that the deceased Mr. 
Broutin’s wife answer under oath the questions he presents 
and that her answers be sent to him to use for his rights. The 
interrogatory is as follows: 


1. Q. What did she receive for the full amount of her dowry 
and preference legacy, from whom did she receive it, 
in what money and at what time? 

A. Juana Maria Marta Chauvin now wife of Augustin 
. Marcaty, and widow by her first marriage of Ignacio 
Broutin answers; that she has not received more than 
2000 pesos from Francisco Maria de Reggio a little 
more or less according to the various prices of the 
slaves that Broutin gave her as a pre-nuptial* dowry, 
and that of her dowry and preference legacy she has 
received nothing. The negroes were given her about 
two years before and that all is referred to in an in- 
strument drawn up treating of the affair. 

*Note: Mrs. Broutin-Macarty speaks of her “Arras propter 
nuptials” “Donation on account of marriage.” This 
word “Arras” is interesting because of its local Spanish 
meaning. It is thirteen pieces of money, which the 
bridegroom gives the bride, as a peldge, in the act 
of marriage. It is also a dowry or a sum of money 
assigned by a husband to his wife, for her mainte- 
nance after his death, which according to the Spanish 
laws, can not exceed the tenth part of his fortune. 


2. Q. Let her declare what merchandise and other effects 
her deceased husband sent to Paris and at what time? — 

A. Her first husband, Mr. Broutin did not send anything 

to Paris or any other place until he went himself and 

that at his death in the Kingdom of France the one 

who was present at the time gathered up what prop- 

erty he left but she has no knowledge of the amount 
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of it. She has asked an accounting at various times 
because it seems he left quite a valuable estate in 
jewels and bills of exchange. 

. Let her declare if it is true that Ignacio Broutin be- 
fore he went to France left her a creole negro, named 
Joseph? 

. It is true when Mr. Broutin, her husband, went to 
France he left her Joseph that she has in recompense 
for the expenses of mourning and funeral honors 
made at his death. 


De Marigny then presents a certified copy of the eae 

obligation between Francisco de Reggio and his wife Helena 
Fleuriau and the late Ignace Broutin, together with the pro- 
ceedings before the Superior Council (removed, but appearing 
later in Spanish translation) and states that as it will be seen 
from the foregoing, Francisco Maria de Reggio, Alferez Real 
and Regidor of this Government and Cabildo, jointly with his 
wife owes the late Mr. Broutin 7297 pesos, 4 reales, from Oc- 
tober 8, 1760, besides the interest at 5% until full payment is 
made. It also appears from this obligation that he has been 
condemned by definitive sentence and executory process (by — 
the Superior Council). Considering that he is a co-heir for a 
fifth of all the property and by right of execution resulting 
in his favor by the definitive sentence pronounced, may it please 
the Court to declare him a co-heir for the one fifth part of the 
estate left by his brother, since he has proven his relationship. 
He further asks for a writ of execution against de Reggio’s 
estate up to 1459 pesos, 4 reales, which is the one fifth part 
of the full amount. Besides this he asks for interest on this 
sum until the day of payment and the one fifth and costs. Re- 
serving to himself the right to claim what he has spent in 
Paris for the funeral and interment of his late brother. He 
swears by God and a Sign of the Cross in conformity to law 
that this one fifth is due him and has never been paid. Odoardo 
orders this petition sent to the opposition. 
[ This ruling is dated August 9, 1777. Nothing further is 
done until September 7, 1780, when the case is resumed in the 
Court of Alcalde Pedro Piernas, Postigo Assessor, with Andres 
‘Almonester as escribano by Pedro de Marigny and Carlos Hon- 
orato Olivier de Vezin as husband of Magdalena de Marigny 
de Mandeville as heirs of the late Antonio Philippe de Marigny 
de Mandeville. The suit takes'up where the late plaintiff 
left off, and asks to have the last petition sent to their oppo- 
nents as was ordered by Cecilio Odoardo, the Judge who had 
had charge of the proceedings until he left the Colony and as 
the delivery of the said petition has been delayed until now 
he asks that it be sent immediately to de ot gyrate Petition 
granted. | 
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| Andres Almonester, who was escribano during the first 

part of the suit, in a petition dated October 24, 1780, asks to 
be recused as escribano (he, in the meantime, having married 
Mrs. de la Ronde’s daughter) and that the other escribano 
act in his place. Piernas n Postigo’s advice orders Leonardo 


Mazange notifies de Reggio in person of the claim against him. 
He replied he did not have an attorney and could not answer 
now because he did not know nor was he acquainted with any 
intelligent person who could take charge of the affair. This 
declaration is attested to by Mazange and signed by de Reggio. 


Francisco Maria de Reggio then appoints Rafael Perdomo 
as his attorney, who asks that all the documents presented in 
this suit that are in French be translated into Spanish by whom- 
soever the Court may find suitable. Piernas on Postigo’s ad- 
vice orders Esteban de Quinones to accept, take oath and to 
make the required translations. Quinones qualifies. The 
translation runs from page 69 to page 84. 


de Reggio answers by setting forth that the records of the 
case together with the translations requested have been deliv- 
ered to him with the distinct object that he answer the petition 
that was communicated to him on August 9, 1777. His attor- 
ney having examined the records attentively has explained to 
him that the prosecution and defense of this cause can not be 
continued as it is purely a matter of law and he is not a pro- 
fessor of it; and knowing the justice of his objections and at 
the same time, the lack of experienced attorneys in this city to 
lay before Your Honor the justification of the claim. Taking 
into consideration what he has reported he asks that the other 
party be cited so as to agree to submit this suit to the Super- 
iority of the Captain General of the city of Havana, or to the 
Tribunal that corresponds, where he will promptly answer 
either in person or through an attorney who will be instructed 
and chargéd to answer for the results of the cause. This is 
ordered sent to the opposition. 
| Messrs. de Marigny and Olivier now present three exhibits 
namely, first the marriage certificate dated April 15, 1776, 
between Charles Huges (Honore) Olivier, esquire, Sieur de St. 
Maurise, son of Pierre Francois Olivier de Vezin, Regidor Al- 
calde Mayor Provincial and Dame Marie Joseph Duplessy and 
Marie Magdelene Philippe de Mandeville, native of this Parish, 
daughter of Antoine Philippe Esquire, Sieur de Marigny de 
Mandeville, officer retired on half pay and Dame Francoise 
de Lille Dupard. Signed in the register Father Dagobert, Pas- 
tor, Olivier de St. Maurice, de Mandeville, Carlos Olivier. A. 
de Marigny, Derneville, Olivier, Macnemara, Antoin Philippe 
de Marigny de Mandeville, Godefroy Olivier. 


| 
iazange to act as escribanse for, Lhe @emainaer oO case. 
4 
j 
| 
| 
J 
| 


336 - The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 


The second exhibit is a baptismal certificate dated 29th 
of (name of the month torn away) 1751 of Pierre son of An- 
toine Philippe Esquire, Sieur de Marigny and Dame Francoise 
de (Lille Dupard) the god-father was Pierre de Lille, grand 
father of the child and the god-mother Jacqueline Michel wife 
of du Parr (the rest of the name torn away but should be Par- 
raine) Signed Father Sebastien, Capuchin Priest. 


The third is the burial certificate of Antoine Felipe de 
Marigny de Mandeville dated November 7, 1779. With these 
certificates as a basis for their claim the co-plaintiffs state that 
as heirs to the deceased Antoine Philippe de Marigny de Man- 
deville, half brother to the late Ignace Broutin they are en- 
titled to one-fifth of all his property, which includes the de 
Reggio debt of 7297 pesos 4 reales exclusive of interest from 
October 18, 1760, until the day of payment. They say that 
they have proven the legitimacy of their relationship to the 
persons mentioned, by the foregoing certificates duly presented. 
They now proceed to answer Francisco Maria de Reggio’s writ- 
ten petition sent to them, in which he as guardian of the late 
Mr. Broutin’s estate asks to have the proceedings transferred 
to the Superiority of the Captain General in the city of Havana 
because of a point of law treated of in this process and there 
are no Professors of law here with whom the attorneys can con- 
sult. For the just judgment of this cause we consent to the 
transmission of it to the said Tribunal and in virtue of this we 
have conferred our power of attorney and instructed Felix Rod- | 
riguez, attorney in the city of Havana and pray that Francisco 
Maria de Reggio be ordered to do likewise for the judgment 
of this cause. Let the present escribano send the originals to 
the Tribunal and keep a copy of them in his Archives. 


Panis on Postigo’s advice rules: Let the originals of this 
suit be sent to the Governor of the city of Havana for his deter- 
_ mination. Cite the parties to see if the copy drawn up conforms 

to the originals. Notify (de Reggio) that he must either pre- 
sent himself, or else appoint an attorney upon whom he must 
confer sufficient power to represent him in that Tribunal with- 
in one month, time will be counted from the day of sailing of 
the first registered ship from this Port to Havana. In case 
the parties do not present themselves within the time deter- 
mined, the party not appearing in Court will be sentenced in 
absence and default. 


Messrs. de Marigny and Olivier then ask to have the costs 
taxed and de Reggio ordered to pay them together with the 
charges for the certified copy to be made and held in this 
Tribunal while the originals are sent to Havana. Petition 
granted. However Francisco Maria de Reggio protests against 
paying costs and asks to have the decree revoked condemning 
him to do so. Panis on Postigo’s advice denies the petition 
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and orders the ruling on page 94 carried into effect that or- 
dered the suit sent to the Governor of Havana for consulta- 
tion. 

De poet still further protests at having to pay full costs 
and asks that the certified copy, at least, be paid for by one 
half each as it was mutually consented to by all parties and 
was not a recourse by appeal. In such cases the one making 
the appeal becomes liable for costs. Therefore he asks that all 
costs caused be paid for by one half each, with recourse to the 
definitive sentence. He further asks that Juan Dorotheo del 
Postigo recuse himself as legal adviser. Postigo having re- 
cused himself, Panis rules: Whereas, let the costs of the certi- 
fied copy be paid for now by one half each. The party upon 
whom it may devolve by judgment and sentence reserving to 
himself the right to take action against what he will be con- 
demned in the Tribunal of Havana, where they have mutually 
agreed to transfer the proceedings to be definitively judged, 
in consideration of the lack here of persons learned in Juris- 
prudence. The sole Assessor General that His Majesty has 
destined (for New Orleans) having recused himself, he must 
receive compensation and reimbursement for them. 

Francisco Maria de Reggio presents a certified copy of 
an act of adjustment written in French which he asks to have 
translated into Spanish by Juan Jose Duforest and done re- 
turn the translation to him. This document is dated April 
10, 1760 and is to the effect that Antoine Philipe de Marigny 
de Mandeville using his rights as oldest son of the deceased 
Francois Philipe de Marigny de Mandeville and the late Mag- 
delaine Lemaire who was married a’second time to Mr. Fran- 
cois Broutin who died in New Orleans, for one part, and Joseph 
-‘Delfant de Pontalba widower of the late Marguerite Magde- 
laine Broutin, natural tutor of his and his wife’s minor child- 
ren, and curator of Ignace Broutin, at present in Mobile, minor 
son, emancipated of the late Mr. Broutin and Mrs. Broutin 
(Magdeleine Lemaire) and Pierre Chevalier de la Ronde, hus- 
band of Magdaleine Marguerite Broutin daughter of the late 
Mr. Broutin and Mrs. Broutin and formerly the widow of Mrs. 
Luis Xavier Delino, Mr. and Mrs. de la Ronde here present, 
and he duly authorized by her to draw up these proceedings, 
and likewise tutor with her conjointly for her minor Delino 
children all co-heirs with Mr. de Mandeville for the part to 
each in the successions of Mr. and Mrs. Broutin for the other 
part. 

The document thus translated reads as follows: 


. These parties here present have said and declared 
that they wish to live in harmony and for this purpose 
Mr. de Mandeville agrees with Mr. and Mrs. de la 
Ronde here present to cede and transfer to them now 
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and for all times without restriction or reserve all and 
any rights due, or to be due, name, reason, action, and 
claim of any kind that may or can belong to him in the 
succession of Mrs. Broutin, his mother, as well as that 
of Mr. Broutin, his step-father and this for the sum of 
17,000 livres paid that Messrs. Pontalba and de la Ron- 
de in their capacities transfer and cede to Mr. de Man- 
deville who acquits and discharges them and promises 
and obligates himself to remit, acquit and discharge 
them before the whole world who it may concern that 
the said sum of 17,000 livres is taken and retained by 
Mr. de Mandeville upon a sum of 28948 livres, 10 sols, 
that he owes the succession for negroes and effects that 
were adjudicated to him at the judicial sale. By this 
arrangement Mr. de Mandeville now owes 11948 livres | 
10 sols and now obligates himself to pay to Messrs. Pon- 

talba and de la Ronde 6000 livres in the current month 
of June next of the present year and 19048 livres, 10 
sols, the remaining and last payment in the current 
month of December free of all delay. For the security 
of this debt he obligates and mortgages all his present 
and future property both movable and immovable nam- 
ing to this effect the house on his plantation where he 
now resides. The parties declare that they have noth- 
ing more to demand from one and other concerning the 
succession. Mr. de Mandeville renounces and abandons, 
as it is said all his rights and pretentions having here 
before received by adjustment between himself and the 


_ late Mr. Broutin, what should come to him from his late 
father’s succession. This adjustment he approves and 


confirms in all its contents as likewise all sales made by © 


the late Mr. Broutin, particularly a piece of land and 


a house transferred to the late Mr. Delino and a piece 


of land in the city ceded to Mr. de Pontalba. In like 


manner he has no claim on any of the land belonging to 
the said succession that remains to be sold and the land 
in the city not yet disposed of. By this means all sen- 
tences, documents and proceedings made and done be- 
tween the parties up to this day become null and of no 
value nor effect. The constituents promising and obli- 
gation themselves in consideration of the said succes- 
sion not to trouble nor molest in any manner or way 
what has been arranged under penalty against the of- 
fenders for all expenses, damages and interests. For 
the execution of this agreement and its incidents the 
parties have elected their domiciles irrevocably; namely, 
Mr. de Pontalba and Mr. de la Ronde in their houses 
in New Orleans and Mr. de Mandeville on his planta- 
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tion. At which places they consent promise and obli- 
gate themselves. Besides Messrs. Pontalba and de la 
Ronde approve and ratify the present for Mr. Broutin, 
minor emancipated, who will do so for himself as soon 
as he will attain the age of majority. All of this has 
been agreed and accorded between the parties and done 
and passed at Mr. de Mandeville’s plantation situated 
at Point Saint Antoine. where we the notary have gone 
in the year 1760 on the 10th of April in the presence of 
Pierre Morest De la Tour, Charles Delomer signed by 
them and Antoine Philipe de Marigny de Mandeville, 
Pontalba. Broutin. De la Ronde, Chevalier de la Ron- 
de, Maret de la Tour. Delhommer, Chantalou, Notary. 


There is a further proceeding dated June 11, 1760, where 
there appeared before the Notary, Mr. de la Ronde named in 
the previous transaction together with Mr. Fuselier de la Claire 
as testamentary executor of the late Mr. de Pontalba and tutor 
to his minor children who acknowledges and confesses to have 
this day received in cash and in our presence from Mr. Philippe 
de Marigny de Mandeville, also named in the other transac- 
tion delivered by the hand of Mr. Marin Le Normand process- 
server and to the payment of which Mr. de Mandeville was 
condemned by a decree of the Council dated May 2, last. The 
amount due was 11948 livres, 10 sols, that Mr. de Mandeville 
had obligated himself to pay in the said transaction for rea- 
sons contained therein. In virtue of this payment Messrs. de 
Ja Ronde and Fuselier de la Claire in their capacities acquit 
and discharge Mr. de Mandeville of the sum of 11948 livres, 
10 sols, promising and obligating themselves to grant him a 
formal receipt for this amount and not to trouble nor molest 
him in any manner whatever in the future. 

Done and executed in New Orleans in the office of the 
above said Notary on the same day, month and year in the 
presence of Mathurin Dreux and Robert Antoine Robin de Lau- 
gny, witnesses required who signed after reading together with 
Chevalier de la Ronde, Fuselier de la Claire, Le Normand, 
Chantalou. The Spanish translation follows this document. 

Francisco Maria de Reggio then asks for a translation 
into Spanish of the other French documents presented. Pos- 
tigo orders Pedro Ignacio Cowley to carry out this request. He 
is notified and qualifies. The next entry is a certified copy | 
dated December 24, 1759, of the baptism of Marie Magdalenne 
daughter of Antoine Philipe de Marigny de Mandeville and 
Francoise Dupart. The god-father was Father Dagobert and 
the god-mother Marie Dupart. Cowley makes a translation 
of the foregoing together with the other three Church records 
previously entered. Costs are taxed at 148 pesos, 244 reales. 

On September 3, 1782 in a joint petition signed by Carlos 
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Honorato Olivier and Pedro de Marigny de Mandeville it is 
set forth that it has been ordered to send these proceedings to 
the city of Havana for a definitive judgment. They having 
reflected upon the particulars and consulted with learned and 
conscientious persons they have come to understand how 
groundless is their demand against Francisco Maria de Reggio 
and for peace and concord and to better serve God they have 
agreed to discontinue the prosecution of this suit so incon- 

Ke defendant and to leave him in 
quiet and peaceful possession of his property, and for its 
greater security to condemn them, unanimously to a perpetual 
silence, agrreeing to pay all costs caused or to be caused until 
the definitive sentence. 


This petition is sent to Francisco Maria de Reggio, who 
answers asking to have the suit definitively sentenced by put- 
ting his opponents in perpetual silence as they have petitioned. 
Postigo rules; that he declares and does declare effectively, 
these proceedings as null and of no value nor effect and for 
this and he interposes his authority and judicial decree and 
condemns the plantiffs to perpetual silence, and to the payment 
of all costs that will be taxed by the official tax assessor after 
he has qualified in due form, for this is the definitive judgment 
thus decreed ordered and signed. 

So ends a lot of pother about nothing, as the plaintiffs 
discover that neither they nor their father had any case against — 
the defendant. 


January 18. The plaintiff claims a debt of 253 
Dominico Castel pesos, 7 reales, which he 
vs. Luis Query. been unable to collect. He asks 
No. 3670. 12 pp. | to have the original notes veri- 
Court of Lieutenant fied and that Marguerite Soulard, 
Governor Cecilio Odoardo. Luis Query’s wife also verify hers 
No Assessor. that is on one of them. Luis 
Escribano, J. B. Garic. Query, who is unable to write ac- 
knowledges his cross-mark and 
To collect a debt. says he owes the amount stipu- 


lated less what has been paid on 
account as appears on the back of one of the notes. Margue- 
rite Soulard called Sangermin (St. Germain) declares that the 


signature is hers but that she did not obligate herself to pay 


the sum mentioned in the note, but only signed to make it 
certain that her husband would pay. 


Dominico Castel then asks for a writ of execution. Odoar- 
do grants the petition. The writ is issued and served by Nic- 
olas Fromentin, who reports that he seized a house belonging 
to the defendant situated at the corner of St. Louis and Bour- 
bon adjoined on one side by Simon Chevry and on the other 
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by Thomas Saulet. The plaintiff now asks to have the house 
appraised and sold, naming Luis Le Sassier as his appraiser 
and that his opponent be ordered to name his within a short 
space of time, with a warning that if he does not do so they 
will proceed to the appraisement with the one named. 


Mr. Query apparently does not answer so Luis Le Sassier 
appraises the house at 600 pesos. This ends the proceeding. 


January 20. Magdalena Canella sets forth 
Magdalena Canella, that for seven years she has had 
a free mulattress, | in her possession a _  negress, 
vs. Luis Beaurepos named Adelaide, who was given 
for the possession to her by Mr. Beaurepos to work 
of her slave Adelaide. for and to be of service to her. 

| | She has enjoyed full ownership 
No. 3676. 65 pp. of her during all this time with- 
Court of Lieutenant out anyone contesting her rights 
Governor Odoardo, and to the slave, up until yesterday at 
Alealdes Forstall and seven o’clock in the evening when 
Dufossat. Mr. Beaurepos took her away 
No Assessor. without the plaintiff’s consent 
Escribano, J. B. Garic. and will not return her, although 


she has asked him to do so. She 
can and will justify and prove her rights to the slave in her 
time. She asks that the defendant be ordered to return Ade- 
laide to her without delay. She further offers to produce wit- 
nesses to prove that Mr. Beaurepos gave her Adelaide in full 
ownership seven years ago. This was and is publicly known. 


Odoardo orders the witnesses summoned. These are Ge- 
noveva, a free negress, Genoveva, a mulattress, her daughter, 
Luisa, a mulattress, Thomas Poree and Andres Bodaille. They 
all testify each in a separate declaration that Mr. Beaurepos 
gave as a pure gift to Magdalena Canella, the little negro girl 
named Adelaide who is the same as was sold at public auction > 
when Mr. Loison’s effects were put up for sale. At the time 
of the purchase he made the gift. This happened about seven 
years ago. During all this time the plaintiff had always had 
her in her house and that she served her and the children that 
she had by Beaurepos. It had always seemed that the gift of 
the slave was a full and free donation. Yesterday Beaurepos 
took her away but for what reason the witnesses do not know. 
Thomas Poree further adds that he had heard it said and that 
it was generally known that Luis Beaurepos had given Mag- 
dalena the slave but he does not know why he took her away. 
Andres Bodaille declares that he has seen the little negress in 
_ Magdalena’s house for the last seven years, but he never knew 
- whom she belonged nor in what capacity she lived in her 

ouse. 
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On the strength of this evidence Odoardo orders Adelaide 
restored to Magadalena with the wages that she should have 
earned from the day she was removed, at the rate of 2 reales 
a day, together with costs. These amount to 12 pesos, 3 reales. 
There is an added cost of 19 reales which brings the total up to 
14 pesos, 6 reales. 

Magdalena notifies the Court that the foregoing decree 
has never been obeyed. Odoardo orders Beaurepos arrested 
and placed in the Principal Guard by any minister of Justice, 
demanding help from the Governor so that the officer of it will 
receive him by means of this decree. Governor Galvez orders 
the foregoing decree fulfilled and executed. Juan B. Garic 
attests that on the 23rd of January, 1777, Luis Beaurepos made 
restitution and delivered in his presence to Magdalena Canella, 
the negress, Adelaide and 1 pesos of wages. 

Having made restitution as he was ordered to do or else 
be made to serve in the Principal Guard, Luis Beaurepos an- 
swers the suit by asking that the records ‘of the case be deliv- 
ered to him to be used for his rights. Odoardo orders them 
sent to him for two days. He then presents a certified copy, 
dated July 23, 1770, of the sale and adjudication of Guillermo 
Loyson’s property assigned to his creditors, since it was by. this | 
means Beaurepos had acquired Adelaide. He then states that. 
as it will appear from this document he bought the slave at 
public auction. He voluntarily lent her for several days to 
Magdalena to serve her as she had asked. She has worked 
for her up until now when he has decided to take his property 
back. It is with this motive that he presents himself in Court to 
prove that he is the rightful owner ofAdelaide. Magdalena’s 
only proof to ownership rests on the sworn word of some mulat- 
tresses, libertines like herself, and on their testimony he was 
condemned to make restitution of Adelaide, together with her 
earnings and costs. In consideration that the entire claim is 
false, he asks that his slave be returned to him with her wages 
that he has paid over and that the plaintiff be ordered to pay 
costs. He further asks that since Magdalena has no other 
property than her personal labor that.she be required to give 
bond. This petition is ordered sent to the opposition. 

Magdalena who has appointed Francisco Broutin to rep- 
resent her answers by presenting an interrogatorio of six ques- 
tions upon which she would have Luis Beaurepos examined. 


1. Q. Is it not true that he has consorted with Magdalena 
| - and has slept with her from the year 1767 until ’75? 
A. When he has committed any sin and confessed it, he | 
did not think about it any more. — 


named Felicidad and Roseta? 
He does not know what they would have him say as 


2. Q. Is it not true that he has had two children by her, 
A. 
he mas forgotten all. 
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Let him declare if he has not given her the slave to 
support her and his children during all this time? 
He has forgotten all of this and does not remember 
it any more. 
Is it not true that he has likewise given Magdalena 
her plantation that she owns on the other side of the 
river in front of the city. | 
What they have said on like occasions are false im- 
putations. 
At what time did he give her the plantation and let 
him declare who were the persons who were wit- 
nesses to this donation? 
A. He has nothing to answer to such lies. 
6. Q. Is it not true that he has said to various persons that 
he had given her the plantation to recompense her for 
the concubinage that he had with her and for the 
advantages of their two children. 
A. To this he answers as above. (He has nothing to 
answer to such lies.) 


These sworn answers are signed Luis Chevalier de Beau- 
repos. 

The defendant now charges the plaintiff with being in : 
default because his last petition that was sent to her and should | 
have been acknowledged within three days has not been an- 
swered within fifteen days, the time that has elapsed since 
then. When the present escribano received this petition he 
said he could not deliver it because it was a holiday. However 
this did not prevent him from taking declarations for Magda- 
lena, claiming that this had all been attended to before his pe- 
tition was handed in. All this delay has no other object than 
to deprive him of the ownership and services of his slave, all 
because Luis Liotaud, an officer in the escribano’s office is liv- 
ing in a state of concubinage with the mulattress. He prays 
that the said escribano be ordered to. admit his petition without 
delay and that his negress be returned to him and that the 
plaintiff be ordered to give bond. Odoardo orders the escri- 
stage to receive the petition and arrange every thing according 
to law. 

On February 19, 1777, Cecilio Odoardo, acting Judge asks 
to recuse himself because of his many duties in connection with 
the Royal Service, which prevent the prompt despatch of this 
cause. He says the case will be transferred to Alcalde Forstall’s 
Court. He must be notified to this effect. 

The suit is resumed July 14, 1777, when Magdalena in a 
series of petitions sets forth; firstly that she accepts the change 
of Courts but complains that the day before, on Alcalde For- 
stall’s order the two sheriffs, Bessiere and Gosson notified her 
that she must either return the little negro girl or go to prison. 
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She asks to have the records of the case delivered to her so 
that she may use them for her rights. 

Forstall rules, let the escribano go to the Auditor of War’s 
office and upon delivering to him the message in due form, re- 
quest His Honor to certify to his dismissal of this suit and done 
let the proceedings be continued. In answer Garic certifies 
that he went to the Auditor of War’s office and having shown 
him the foregoing decree, he requested me to set down as an 
answer that it was not necessary. He signed to which I at- 
test. (Signed) Cecilio Odoardo. (Signed) Juan B. Garic. 

Magdalena Canella’s next petition sets forth that on the 
11th of the current month the two sheriffs that assist at Al- 
calde Forstall’s Court, under his orders, went to her house and 
demanded possession of and obliged her to return the negress. 

This second despoliation was much more horrible than the 
first which was made on private authority. By a decree of 
January 22, last, the slave was returned to her together with 
her daily wages earned while out of her services with costs 
charged to the opposition. At that time Beaurepos asked for 
the records of the case and on the 25th of the same month 
they were ordered delivered to him. On the 30th he presented 
himself in Court claiming that the records were in her attor- 
ney’s possession and had been sent to him so that he could 
frame his answer. It was at this time that the Auditor of War 
recused himself and the case was transferred to Alcalde For- 
stall’s Court. This took place February 19, 1777. In the time 
the case has been in the Alcalde’s Court, now 5 months, Luis 
de Beaurepos has not taken any action in the matter. She 
thinks that Alcalde Forstall has the records that should have 
been delivered to Mr. Beaurepos. _ 

Notwithstanding the disordered conditions brought about 
by sending her case from one Court to another the following 
day her slave was taken away from her by force even though 
it was a feast day. She now asks that a certified copy of the 
records of the case be delivered to her so that she may frame 
her petition to the Superior Court of Appeals in Havana. She 
further asks that the escribano certify where and in whose pos- 
session these records have been from February 19, the time of 
the transfer from Odoardo’s Court up to the present day. 

Garic certifies that when the Lieutenant Governor recused 
himself because of his preoccupation in the Royal Service on 
February 19 he transferred these records to Alcalde Forstall’s 
Court in whose possession they remained until a written peti- 
tion from Magdalena Canella was presented on July 13, last, 
asking that they be delivered to her. These written records 
lack some pages and others have been substituted. These His 
Honor (Forstall) ordered to be found and when they were to 
be turned over to him. When this was done they lacked some 
pages. The Alcalde then sent them to him by Sheriff Gosson. 
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There ought to have been 32 pages without the substitutions 
and not 31 pages according to the decree rendered. Regarding 
these pages they came numbered in a strange hand from pages 
26 inclusive. Alcalde Forstall did not render any written de- 
cree before him as escribano except to rule; “that they be 
guarded.”’ 

‘The case now develops into a search for the records which 
seem to have been mislaid or lost in transit from Odoardo’s 
to Forstall’s Courts, or by having been delivered to either of 
the litigants who had both asked for them. Finally Magda- 
lena thoroughly disgusted at the treatment accorded to her by 
Alcalde Forstall and his refusal to permit her to appeal, asks 
that he be recused in favor of Alferez Real, Francisco Maria 
de Reggio. Forstall consents to let the forenamed act with 
him as his assistant in coming to a decision on condition that 
Magdalena exhibit 50 pesos to the Court. This sum she re- 
fuses to pay. 

Luis Beaurepos opposes the appeal to Havana, claiming 
that the records are in no shape, or condition to be sent there. 
His opponent. has no case against him, since he has proven by 


act of sale and adjudication that the slave belongs to him, 


a he bought her together with her parents and brother for 
pesos. 

Magdalena then asks that her case be submitted to arbi- 
tration and that each of them name an arbitrator. Forstall re- 
fuses this request, but orders de Reggio notified to act with 
him as his assistant in coming to a decision in this case. De 
Reggio consents to act. Magdalena when refused a sentence 


by arbitration continues her fight for her rights to appeal. 


Forstall then rules against all of her petitions that she has 
been presenting because they are without an attorney’s sig- 
nature. She appeals against this ruling too. 

Forstall and de Reggio then sign a joint sentence, dated 
December 17, 1777, declaring Magdalena’s petition to appeal 
as without place and contrary to law. They revoke the decree 
on page 5 and order Adelaide to remain in Mr. Beaurepos 
possession as he has already proven his right to ownership. 
Magdalena must also pay her daily wages at 2 reales a day 
from the day she was taken from him. After some further 
ruling this is declared a definitive judgment, Magdalena to pay 
costs that will be taxed by Andres Lopez de Armesto. (Signed) 
Nicolas Forstall. Francisco Maria de Reggio. 

Magdalena reiterates her plea for an appeal and without 
any judgment or ruling consenting thereto ever having been 
handed down she manages somehow to get an appeal through 
to Havana. There is filed with this suit, though detached, a 
document on the stamped paper of Havana, which proves to be 
a certified copy of a record to the effect, that; Don Diego 
Joseph Navarro Garcia de Valladares, Chevalier of the Order 
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of Santiago, Field Marshal of the Armies, Superintendent of 
the Revenues from tobacco, Judge Protector of the Maritime 
and Terrestrial Postal Service and of the Royal Company, Cap- 
tain General and President of the Tribunal of Appeals for the 
Province of Louisiana, Governor and Captain General of the 
city of Havana and of Cuba for His Majesty &a. Don Lorenzo 


de Montalva, Count of Macuriges of the Council of His Ma- 
jesty, Intendant General of the Marine for this Port; Don Juan 
Ignacio de Urriza, Chevalier Pensionary of the Royal.and Dis- 


tinguished Spanish Order of Charles III of the Council of His 
Majesty, Intendant General of the Army and of the Royal 


Treasury of this city and Island, Licenciado Don Felis del Rey, 
Counsellor of the Royal Audiences of Mexico and Santo Do- 


mingo, Lieutenant Governor and Auditor of War of this city 
and Doctor Don Ignacio Ponze de Leon y Maroto acting Audi- 


tor of War for the Marine, President and voter of the Tribunal 
of Appeals for the Province of Louisiana, &a. 


To the Ordinary Justices of the city ‘of New Orleans, Pro- 
vince of Louisiana, we notify that Magdalena Canella, a free 


brown, and a resident of that city has presented a written peti- 
tion the tenor of which is as follows: 


Magdalena Canella, a free brown, born in the city of New 


Orleans through my power of attorney which I produce in due 
form before Your Lordships present myself in spite of the nul- 
lification of my appeal. I say that Don Nicolas Forstall, Al- 
-calde Ordinario of the forenamed city has despoiled me of my 


slave, named Adelaide, my property and delivered her to Don 


Luis Beaurepos. On July 11, last, she was taken from me by 
the two sheriffs, Bessieren and Gosson upon the certification 


of the escribano to that effect, refusing to let me have recourse 


against what I considered an unjust sentence as I can prove 
by certified copies that will accredit this statement. May Your 
Lordships be pleased to order that they restore my slave to 


me immediately together with her wages for all the time that 
1 have been deprived of her services and to pay costs of this 
case which have caused me so much prejudice. I further 
pray that the Alcalde be prohibited from taking cognizance 
of the affair in any manner so that Your Lordships for the 
better justification of my cause may know my grievance and 
that the Superior Court will order the originals of the cause 
remitted to you retaining certified copies of same in New Or- 
leans as is in conformity to Justice. In the month of January 
of the present year, Luis Beaurepos having deprived me of 
the proper authority over Adelaide, but she was judicially 
restored by the Lieutenant Governor and Auditor of War. On 
the 20th of the same month my opponent took action against 
me to deprive me of the ownership of the slave. A copy of his 
petition was communicated to me. At this stage the Lieuten- 
ant Governor perenne of his many occupations in the Royal 
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Service sent the case to the Alcalde’s Court. He acknowledges 
receipt of the records and held them for some time in his 
possession without pronouncing any determined sentence. He 


then took the extra judicial means to warn me, by the obnox- 


ious ministers, that they would never deliver the slave to me. 
They arrested me and put me in the public prison. To free 
myself from imprisonment I chose the alternative and left the 
slave with Luis Beaurepos, then promptly instituted proceed- 
ings to have them deliver:the records of the case to me. After 
the loss of much time the Alcalde decided against me and 
refused to allow a certified copy of this cause to be made so 
that I might appeal to Your Lordships against this despoliation 


and also the sentence pronounced against me, namely: ‘“‘let 


the decree be guarded” (guardase lo proveido) (perhaps this 
- should be “let the records be guarded’’) I judged that the Al- 
calde had extracted from the process the first of my written 
petitions and put another in its place. I was assured that this 
decree was an error and that it would appear’ less unjust when 


this error became manifest, as it would not then seem that 


suspicions infiuenced his judgments. All this is apparent in 
the escribano’s certification. I make this appeal to Your Lord- 
ships so that you may be pleased to decide as I have proposed 
issuing to me a corresponding judgment in these terms. This 

petition was signed in the original by Licenciado An- 
Decree. dres Vizente Gonzales Ferregurt. The records that she 

mentions having been presented issue a compulsory and 
citatory despatch to the ordinary Justices of the city of New 
Orleans so that on the first occasion that presents itself they 


will remit a certified copy of the records of this case as this 


party represents. (Signed in the original) Navarro — Ma- 
curiges — Urriza — Licenciado Rey — Doctor Ponze de Leon. 
This decree is certified to as having been signed by all the 
foregoing officials repeating their full names and titles by the 
acting escribano of the Government Joseph Fernandez. 
: When this ruling reaches New Orleans from Havana Mag- 
dalena Canella presents it to Alcalde Dufossat on March 24, 
1778, and asks for the required ruling. This is rendered and 
is to the effect that; Whereas; with the despatch issued by the 
Gentlemen of the Superior Tribunal of appeals. His Honor 
says he orders and does order that it be fulfilled in its entire 
contents and in consequence of this he cites the parties to 
appear in Court. Let a certified copy of the records of these 
proceedings be drawn up and let them be remitted to the said 
Superior Tribunal, Magdalena Canella paying the costs with a 
— for what will be determined there. (Signed) Du- 
ossat 

Note: In virtue of this decree, I have drawn up the certi- 
fied copy which was ordered containing ninety five pages and 
delivered it to the party in New Orleans on the twenty seventh 
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of March of one thousand seven hundred and seventy eight. 
To which I attest. (Signed) Juan B. Garic. 
: The record ends here. 


January 23. Odoardo gives official notice of 

the death of Santiago Voisin, 
Intestate Sucession Garic certifies to his death, the 
of Santiago Voisin. keys of his possessions are col- 
Inventory and valuation lected and the two escribanos, 
of his estate. each in a separate declaration 
No. 3703. 32 pp. state that there is no will nor 
Court of Lieutenant other disposition of the deceased 
Governor Odoardo. filed in their Archives. The 
No Assessor. keys and all property left are 
Escribano, J. B. Garic. then turned over to Elena Voisin, 


a daughter, and Francisco Brou- 
tin is appointed to represent the absent heirs. Helena Voisin 
then sets forth that her sister is married to Baltazar de Villiers, 
is absent, so it becomes necessary to make an inventory, this 
she asks to have done and also to have it appraised, naming 
Francisco Lioteau for this work. He is accepted by the Court 
and qualifies. Broutin representing Mrs. Baltazar de Villiers 
names Luis Le Sassier as appraiser for his clients interests. He 

is accepted and the two in the presence of Cecilio Odoardo, 
Garic, Mazange attorney for Elena Voisin and Francisco Brou- | 
tin representing the deVilliers interests make an inventory and 
valuation of the Voisin estate which consists of house furnish- 
ings, wearing apparel, some private papers, slaves etc., and a 
house and lot situated on Burgundy and Bienville Streets ad- 
joined on one side by Francisco Delery and on the other it gives 
out on the stockades or palisades of this city. Broutin and 
Helana Voisin each in a separate petition ask to have the 
inventory and appraisement approved. Odoardo rules with 
the consent of both parties he orders the inventory and ap- 
praisement approved and that they be condemned to anise 
by it and that a taxation be made of the costs. 


February 1. Odoardo announces the death of 

| Maria Constancia Volent, wife of 

Intestate Sucession of Vincent Morant, who has left a 
Maria Constancia Volant. minor daughter. The death 
No. 3706. 8 pp. which took place in the home of 
Courts of Lieutenant Maria Martha Devins, widow 
Governor Odoardo and Bienvenu, is certified to by Garic, 
Governor Galvez. who gathers up the keys. Al- 
No Assessor. monester and Garic both certify 
Escribano, J. B. Garic. that no will has been filed in 


their Archives. Odoardo ap- 
points Francisco Broutin comes to the minor who must ac- 
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cept, take oath and give bond. Broutin qualifies naming Luis 
Le Sassier as his surety who signs the required bond. — 


June 14, 1779 Francisco Broutin sets forth that having 
been named by Lieutenant Governor Cecilio Odoardo curator 
ad lites to Maria Constancia Volent’s minor daughter more 
than two years ago, in consequence he presented a petition 
asking for an inventory and appraisement of all property left. 
Odoardo did not make any ruling to this petition and left the 
settlement of the succession suspended until now. He is re- 
sponsible for any losses sustained by his minor, since he ac- 
cepted the curatorship. He asks that either the inventories be 
made with the assistance of Governor Galvez, or that he be 
relieved of his office, so that he may have no further respon- 
sibility. Galvez orders the inventory made and appraisers 
appointed to this effect. 

Broutin then asks for a writ of citation as Vincent de 
Morand, father of the minor and guardian of the estate lives 
on his plantation and that he be notified of the foregoing de- 
cree by the deputy sheriff. Petition granted, the writ is issued 
and served by Pedro Bertoniere June 18, 1779. | 

_ This suit comes up again in another folio in August, 1779. 


February 12. Forstall announces Julian 
: - Vienne’s death, leaving heirs both 
Testate Succession of - present and absent. Garic certi- 


Julian Vienne, inventory fied to the death and that the 
and valuation of his estate. keys were delivered to him by 


No. 3704. 11 pp. Mr. Vienne, a nephew. He files 
Court of Alcalde a certified copy of the will which 
Nicolas Forstall. reads to the effect, that he was 
Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. born in Menibeuf, Bishopric of 
Escribano, J. B. Garic. Avranche in lower Normandy, 


son of Julian Vienne de la Gatin- 
iere and of Genoveva Poitier both dead. He is a bachelor and 
has never been married. His property consists in a brigantine 
named “The Renown” with a cargo of lumber now on a voyage 
to Havana, a negress named Maria aged 25, an Indian, Fran- 
cisco, also 25, a house in which he lives, situated on Royal and 
Dumaine Streets adjoined on one side by Santiago Landreau 
and on the other by Juan B. Veillon. He owns another piece 
of real property 57 feet front by 150 deep on Dumaine Street, 
on which there is a warehouse 60 feet long, adjoined on one 
side by Elizabetha Gerardy, widow Deruisseaux, and on the 
other by Gil Alex Connard called La Forest, besides he has 
1000 pesos in effective money and notes to the order of various 
persons in this vicinity. He says he owes no one and those 
who owe him will have their debts verified by his papers. He 
“ names as his testamentary executor and guardian of his estate, 
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Francisco Braquier and in case “of his death, Martin Braquier. 
He names as his heirs, his brothers Santiago Delaunay Vienne 
and Juan Vienne and his sisters, Francisca, Renata and Jac- 
quelina Vienne, or their children if any of them should have 
died, or if they have left no successors his or her share will be 
divided equally among the survivors. He leaves to his two 
nephews, Julian Vienne and Carlos Amelin 500 pesos each. 
It is his wish that his testamentary executor pay them from the | 
rest of his estate, this is independent of the part that go to 
their parents in his succession. The witnesses signing with the 
testator are Antonio Blanc, Antonio Reboul and Luis Liotaud. 
Forstall on Odoardo’s advice appoints Francisco Broutin 
to represent the absent heirs. He qualifies and asks to make 
an inventory and appraisement of the estate, naming Luis Le | 
Sassier for this purpose. The other parties are called upon to 
name theirs. Forstall on Odoardo’s advice rules accordingly. 
Luis Le Sassier qualifies. This ends the record. 


February 14. The record opens with an offi- 
'  gial notice of the death issued by 
Intestate Succession ‘Chevalier de Villiers who states 
of Luis Charleville, that Luis Charleville died at Mrs. ‘ 
inventory and valuation Gentilly’s, where he made his | 
of his estate. home, leaving absent heirs. Garic | 
No. 3678. 40 pp. certifies to the death and gathers 
Court of Alcalde up the keys. Almonester and 
Francisco de Villiers. Garic both report that no will 
Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. has been filed in the Archives of 
Escribano, J. B. Garic. either. Alcalde de Villiers on 


Odoardo’s advice appoints Pedro 
Francisco de Volsey as guardian of the estate because he has 
informed the Court that he was in the confidence of the de- 
ceased who left a daughter in Illinois, Broutin is named her 
curator ad lites, who must be notified for his acceptation and. 
oath. Both de Volsay and Broutin qualify. 


Broutin then asks for an inventory and appraisement of 
the estate naming Luis Le Sassier as his appraiser. De Villiers 
on Odoardo’s advice rules accordingly. Luis Le Sassier is noti- 
fied and qualifies. The next entry is a receipt signed by Rpha. 
Beauvais for the original notes and accounts that had been 
filed here. Then Patricio Morgan sets forth that it will appear 
from the notes that he presents, Luis Charleville owes him | 
2816 pesos, 3144 reales, as a remainder on an account. He ¢ 
understands that the deceased has not yet disposed of the mer- 
chandise that he had sold him. He asks that this merchandise 
be restored to him as it exists in kind or else pay him from the 
proceeds from the sale of the entire estate, up to the amount of 
the debt he has named, offering to deduct from this the amount ° 
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of pelts that he has received at current prices. This petition 
is ordered sent to the interested parties. 

Pedro Francisco Volsay states that he accepted the ap- 
pointment of guardian of Luis Charleville’s estate without 
reflecting, in consideration of which he can not accept because 
he is employed in the service of the Battalion of this place and 
because he has many private affairs to attend to. Therefore 
he asks to be relieved of this charge. He calls the Court’s 
attention to the fact that Mr. Rafael Beauvais, an uncle to. 
Charleville’s minor daughter is in this city. He is an upright 
and honorable man, as is very well known, and asks that he replace 
him. De Villiers on Odoardo’s advice appoints Raphael Beauvais 

guardian of the Charleville estate. He accepts and qualifies and 
asks to name Francisco Lioteau appraiser of the estate that de 
Volsay has already asked to have inventoried. De Villiers rules 
accordingly and Francisco Lioteau qualifies. The Alcalde names 
the Monday following, the twenty fourth of the current month 
as the day for taking the inventories. 


Francisco Broutin consents to deliver to Patricio Morgan 
the merchandise he has sold to Charleville that was not paid 
for on condition that he give an account of the pelts and other 
effects that he has received from Charleville for the price and 
value current. De Villiers orders that with the consent of the 
parties deliver the merchandise to Patricio Morgan, by inven- 
tory, that he claims. 


This ruling is followed by the inventory of the merchan- 
dise reclaimed, that is made in the presence of Alcalde de Vil- 
liers, together with Garic, escribano, Broutin, curator, Mazange 
attorney for Morgan and Raphael Beauvais guardian of the 
estate. This was done at Mrs. Santilly’s (Gentilly) house where 
the said merchandise was kept and in conformity to the facteur 
presented (removed and a receipt filed in its place). When the 
inventory is finished the merchandise is turned over to Ma- 
zange, Morgan’s agent who receipts for it. 


Broutin then states that in the inventory made of the Char- 
leville papers there are many in English and in order to know 
their contents he asks to have them translated by Juan Du- 
forest, the interpreter named. Petition granted and Duforest 
qualifies as official translator. They now proceed to make the 
inventory of the estate proper in the presence of the same par- 
ties previously named. This consists of wearing apparel, 
money, papers, slaves etc. When the inventory is finished 
Broutin, Beauvais and Morgan each in a separate petition ask 
to have it approved and all condemned to abide by it. The 
Alcalde rules with the consent of the parties he approves the 
inventory just made and that all must abide by it. As the 
domicile of the Charleville heir is in Illinois where it seems the 
greater part of his estate exists he orders that a certified copy 
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of these proceedings be remitted to the Lieutenant Governor 
of the Post so that they may may be continued there and that the 
minor may be secured in what belongs to her. He orders a. 
taxation of costs by the escribano including one of 4 pesos for 
this ruling. Costs taxed at 145 pesos, 7 reales. 

- The record ends with a joint petition by Morgan and 
Beauvais to the effect that the Charleville succession having 
been finished, the first having received the merchandise that 
.was due him from the succession amounting to 1190 pesos, 4 
reales and also the 396 pesos in pelts mentioned in the accounts 
agrees that he owes a liquid balance to the estate 327 pesos, 1 
real, that he has remitted to me in cash. Therefore Beauvais 
asks that the original notes presented by Morgan be returned 
to him because one and the ether are both satisfied and to con- 
demn the succession to pay costs. De Villiers rules with the 
consent of the parties deliver the notes as prayed taking a 
receipt for same. This receipt is entered in place of the notes 


on page 


February 21. The record opens with a certified 
copy of a baptismal certificate to 

Emancipation of : the effect that on June 22, 1754 
Simon Toiton. | was baptized Francois Simon, son 
No. 3702. 5 pp. of Francois Toiton and Margue- 
Court of Alcalde rite Doma, the god-parents were 
de Villiers. Simon Elinger and Marie Paliner. 
No Assessor. The priest officiating was Father 
Escribano, J. B. Garic. - George, Capuchin. 

3 Francois Simon Toiton presents 
- the foregoing and sets forth that as this certificate will show 
he is twenty three years old. It is convenient to his right that 
he be qualified to receive his property. He prays that test- 
imony be taken, to prove his capacity to do so and also of his 
good conduct, morals and manners, from the witnesses he will 
present, and if their declarations are in conformity to what he 
has said, he asks to be emancipated and put into possession of 
his paternal and maternal property that is now in the possession 
of Simon Chevray, called Montureuil, his curator. De Villiers — 
orders the testimony taken. : 

The witnesses, Claudio Lacoste, Juan Baptiste Nicolas and 
Armand Savamiac (Charamiaque) each in a separate declara- 
tion state that they know Simon Toiton very well. He is a res- 
ident of this city, of good conduct, life, morals and manners 
and that he is quite capable to adminster and to govern his 
own estate. On the strength of this evidence De Villiers eman- 
cipates Simon Toiton and grants him the power to receive and 
to administer his maternal and paternal estates and all the rest 
that for any title or reason may come to him. 
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March 3. Written on the cover of this folio 
Inventory and valuation of are the following Latin words: 
the property left by “Tangere...& tangi ni si corpus 
Julian Vienne. nulla potest res.” This entry is 
No. 3705. 21 pp. evidently a detached part of an- 
Court of Alcalde Forstall. other record. It opens with no 
No Assessor. other formality than the taking 
Escribano, J. B. Garic. of the inventory and appraise- 


ment of the estate which' consists 
of house furnishings, slaves, lands, houses, a brigantine, and 
papers proving debts due the estate. Francisco Braquier, testa- 
mentary executor and guardian of Julian Vienne’s estate asks to 
have it judicially sold at public auction so as to satisfy the formal- 
ities, legacies and benefits of the will and for the advantages of 
the heirs. The three public calls are ordered made and the sale 
is effected and the items enumerated in, the inventory are adju- 
dicated to the highest bidder. The real property is sold to Julian 
Vienne, (a nephew of the deceased ) and Renaldo Carlos Hamelin, 


March 10. ss Plaintiffs file a receipt dated No- 
vember 7, 1775, for 1312 piastres 
Pablo Le Blanc and - gourdes paid on account for Mr. 
Valantin Robert Avart = de Launay by Robert Le Blanc for 
vs. the succession of | a sum which was fixed by execu- 
Louis Piot de Launay tory sentence rendered by the 
to collect a debt they Governor. (Signed) F. Jh. Le 
have paid for him to Bretton D’Orgenoy. They allege 
_ Francois aan Le Bretton. that as appears from the fore- 
No. 3688. 50 p | going they have paid 1312 pesos 
Court of Alcalde de Villiers on account of a much larger sum 
who transfers it to the Mr. De Launay was condemned to 
Governor General. pay by definitive and executory 
Assessor, Cecilio Odoardo. sentence in favor of Mr. Le Bret- | 
Escribano, J. B. Garic. ton’s children, De Launay having 


promised to return the entire sum 
to them from the harvest of the year just past.. This he would 
have done had he not died. Therefore they ask to be paid this 
sum from the proceeds of the DeLaunay estate which must also 
be condemned to pay costs caused or to be caused. This petition 
is ordered sent to the De Launay heirs. 

-_ Mazange as defender of these heirs answers stating that it 
seems to him the plaintiffs had paid this sum as heirs of Mr. 
De Launay’s deceased wife, (Robert Avart is Mrs.-De Launay’s. 
son by her first marriage and Pablo Le Blanc, her son-in-law) 
but it is proven to the contrary so he does not oppose the pay- 
ment. However he thinks it is necessary, 'the testamentary 
executor and guardian of this estate intervene in this cause. 
Therefore he asks that this claim be submitted to him. This 
request is ordered sent to the interested parties. 
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| Plaintiffs answer to the effect that Mr. Delaunay was their 
_ step-father and at his request they paid Mr. Le Bretton then act- 
ing for his father. He promised them verbally to reimburse 
- them from the next indigo crop. They paid this debt with much 
_ pleasure as Mr. Le Bretton had obtained a definitive and execu- 
tory sentence against their step-father in accordance with an 
_ obligation agreed to jointly with Mrs. de Launay their mother 
- and mother-in-law. The heirs must know very well that the law 
- does not permit a wife to alienate her own property in favor of 
her husband except in two cases alone, first to get him out of 
- prison and secondly to redeem, him from slavery. In all other 
- cases it is presumed that a husband’s bad treatment forces the 
wife to do so, so as to have peace in her house and because of 
- the authority he always has over his wife. It is an axiom of 
law that the benefits have to be proportionate to the risks. When | 
Mrs. De Launay obligated her property she had not given any 
- account to her children by her first marriage of her first hus- 
- band’s property. If Mr. De Launay had gained much profit in 
_ the transaction with Mr. Le Bretton all the benefits would have 
_ gone to his own children who were living then, without taking 
into consideration the part that should belong to his wife’s chil- 
dren by her first marriage. 


Therefore when Mrs. De Launay obligated herself it was 
well understood that it was in case her husband’s property would 
not be enough, but as it was more than enough, why should 
they be made to pay the obligation with money that legitimately 
belongs to them. They who are old residents of this colony, vas- 
a of His Catholic Majesty to give to strangers who live in 

rance. 

Since Mr. De Launay’s estate exceeds the amount of his 
indebtedness to Mr. Le Bretton why should his wife’s property 
be called upon to discharge the obligation to the prejudice of the 
children of her first marriage and besides she could not obligate 
‘ herself according to law. Therefore they ask that the product 
from Mr. De Launay’s estate pay them this 1312 pesos and that 
it be condemned to pay costs. 

At this point, November 10, 1777, Alcalde de Villiers on 
account of illness asks to be recused and to send the case to Gov- 
ernor Galvez’s Court for continuation. 

The next entry is dated January 24, 1778, and is a petition 
to Governor Galvez by Joseph Ducros, Regidor Perpetuo and 
Depositary General as testamentary executor and guardian of 
the estate left by Luis Piot De Launay in answer to the claims 
‘filed against it by Pablo Le Blanc and Robert Avart. This is a 
long argument covering seven pages giving, all the reasons why 
this debt should not be paid. He says Mr. Le Bretton’s receipt 
is dated November 7, 1775, and that Mr. De Launay lived for 11 
months after that date, during that time a collection could have 
been made if the debt was just. De Launay when he became ill 
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was taken to Mr. Le Blanc’s plantation where he lived for many 
days and where he called the escribano to make his will. This 
testament was drawn up while they were all around the testator, 
but since they said nothing about the receipt it must be presumed 
from’ the silence, upon such a considerable sum, that both kept 
at the moment was because Mr. De Launay did not owe them 
anything. It must be considered then that this is really the 
amount given to Mr. Le Bretton as a payment in full for their 
quota that they were obliged to pay as their mother’s heirs 
because she acquired a plantation jointly with her husband. If 
the deceased had really owed the debt he would have said so in 
his will. When Mrs. De Launay made her second marriage she 
brought to her second community the property she had acquired 
with her first husband, Robert Avert, nothing more. He asks 
to have Mr. Le Bretton’s receipt or instrument discredited as an 
obligation of the De Launay succession because it is not and never 
was recognized by Mr. De Launay’' either before or at the time 
of the making of his will, but must be considered as a receipt 
in payment on account. by Messrs Le Blanc and Avart to Mr. Le 
Bretton as their quota in full of an obligation made jointly by 
their deceased mother and her second husband; that the De Lau- 
nay succession be forever discharged from all demands of the 
plaintiffs and that this said succession be relieved from paying 
costs. This is ordered sent to the opposition. | 


Messrs Le Blanc and Avart answer, saying that J oseph Du- 
cros does not| deny that they made the payment, neither does he 
deny the existence of an estate belonging to the deceased Juana 
Josepha Piquery, widow of Joseph (Robert) Avart, their mother, 
who by her second marriage became the wife of Mr. De Launay 
and that they have been obligated to pay the debts of her second 
marriage, notwithstanding the obligation was made jointly with 
him for its payment, but he does deny that they made the pay- 
ment as a loan to their step-father. Mr. Ducros says that their 
mother could obligate the property she acquired with their father, 
this is new jurisprudence, because property obtained in this way 
is consolidated with her original dowry when she entered into 
the second marriage, no less they are hers as is her dowry itself. 
Then their father who was the one who, acquired this property 
with her could not dispose of it, but upon his death the partner- 
ship became dissolved and in consequence the property became 
as much hers as her original dowry and likewise all that com- 
pose it. When she entered into her second marriage her second 
husband as chief of the second partnership is responsible for his 
own obligations and it is not necessary nor customary that their 
mother, as his wife, should endanger her property while leaving 
her husband’s secure to gain an income. It was the duty of Mr. 
and Mrs. De Launay to conserve and safeguard her property by 
her first marriage since there were children by it who were the 
natural creditors to her fortune particularly as she was without © 
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any or the hope of any children by her second marriage. She had 
no wish to sacrifice the interests of her children particularly if 
by doing so she enriched strangers, as it is seen that their step- 
father’s will is carried out. 

It was out of consideration for their mother and her regard 
for her husband that caused them to lend the money in good 
faith to pay one of his creditors as the receipt shows, the tenor of 
which makes it apparent that it was not their debt, since Mr. De 
Launay alone was condemned by the sentence pronounced by Luis 
de Unzaga in favor of Mr. Le Bretton. This sentence does not 
speak against their mother nor against them, therefore they lent 
with the anticipation of being reimbursed by their late step- 
tather who had no heirs in this colony. He died in Pablo Le 
Blanc house, during his illness they showed him all delicacy and 
respect and rendered all assistance necessary so that nothing 
would be lacking for his consolation and relief. They did not 
speak to him of this loan in his illness and agony through a sense 
of feeling that it would be indelicate to remind him of his obli- 
gation while he was in his step-daughter’ s house. 

As this instance is entirely in connection with the inventory 
made of Mr. Delaunay’s estate they pray that it be made evident 


that he left property for the benefit of his heirs as the testa-| 


mentary executor acknowledges, and run this inventory in a 
separate folio so as to make it easier to manage. This is sent 
to Ducros. 

He answers, still refusing to pay the demand. Leonardo 
Mazange, defender of the heirs also refused and Galvez on 
Odoardo’s advice orders the case to go on trial within nine days. 
The first proofs to be published are those of Pablo Le Blanc and 
Robert Avart against Luis Piot De.Launay’s succession. This 
brings out nothing new in this very troublesome case that has 
already covered 159 pages in another folio and is not complete in 
this one of 50 pages, and will in all probabilities come up again 
at a later date. They ask to have Mr. Le Bretton certify to his 
signature on the note, which he does. They also ask to have 
Andres Almonester certify to Governor Unzaga’s definitive sen- 
tence in favor of Mr. Le Bretton against Luis Piot De Launay 
and the amount he was condemned to pay. Almonester certifies 
that in the suit entered October 6, 1774, the definitive sentence 
pronounced by the Governor General on the Assessor General’s 
advice condemned Luis Piot De Launay to pay to Francisco Le 
Bretton 3955 pesos 414 reales for the liquid remainder of an 
account produced. This sentence was put into execution. 


_ They ask Garic, escribano to certify to the amount brought 
by the sale of the De Launay estate. Garic testifies that the 


De Launay estate brought 9135 pesos, 5 reales. They further 


ask Garic to certify that when he went to draw up De Launay’s 
will, he said that he would talk to him upon the sum of money 
that the testator owed them. Garic testifies that on September 
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26, 1776, he was called to.make a will for the deceased Luis 
Alexandre Piot de Launay who had fallen ill on Pablo Le Blanc’s 
plantation, the later asked him to speak to the testator upon a 
sum of money that he owed them, but that he answered that in 
his capacity as Notary Public he could not charge himself with 
such an affair as it was prohibited by law and equity to do so. 
The plaintiffs then ask to have Doctor Le Duc answer the follow- 
ing questions: : 


Ist. Q. Is it not ‘en that he treated Mr. De Launay medically 
during his last illness? 
A. It is true. 


2nd. Q. Is it not true that he ad a soporiferous disease from 
| which he died? 
A. This is true. 


3rd. Q. Is it not true that his skull and brain were attacked by 
the illness and that for many days before he authorized 
his will before J. B. Garic he could not use his judgment 
nor understanding up until the hour of his death? 3 

A. It is true that Mr. De Launay from the time he fell on 
the bed was forever afterwards without his faculties un- 

° til he died as he had an accident to the skull and brain 
and consequently deprived of his senses and understand- 

ing and that whenever he saw him he was beyond reason 

pr: -— of making or authorizing a will. (Signed) 

uc 


The plaintiffs then sum up their case from the testimony 
presented and reiterate their plea to be reembursed for the pay- - 
ment that was made as a loan as it will appear from the receipt 
presented. This 1312 pesos that they paid represents the greater 
part of what their step-father was condemned to pay by defini- 
tive sentence which as Almonester’s certification shows was 3955 
pesos, 414 reales. Just suppose for an instant that their mother 
had obligated herself to pay jointly with her husband, it was to 
have been done only in the case that the De Launay estate was 
not sufficient to pay Mr. Le Bretton the full amount of 5180 
pesos, 14 real. According to Mr. Garic’s certification the DeLau- 
nay estate amounted to 9135 pesos, 5 reales and is therefore in 
excess of the debt and can meet it. The testamentary executors 
and, heirs have proved nothing nor have they reproduced their 
written documents in these proceedings to prove that their de- 
mand is just and legitimate. Again they pray that the succes- 
sion be condemend to pay their claim together with costs. This 
is ordered sent to Ducros by Galvez on Postigo’s advice. 

The next and last entry is Ducros petition in answer which 
is dated December 16, 1779, setting forth that he has presented 
one document which alone is sufficient to overcome all his op- 
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ponents objections and defenses and to prove his claim and that 
they on the other hand have proved nothing. When the De 
Launay estate was settled Mr. Le Blanc claimed nothing but an 
armoire and a copper pot (This is the subject of another suit) 
which the Judge refused to receive in his Court as the amount 
involved was too insignificant for judicial proceedings. The 
plaintiffs did not take action on this debt until after the time 
prescribed by law had elapsed. He asks that the suit be dis- 
missed and his opponents condemned to pay costs. The record 
closes with this paper. 


(To be Continued) 
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STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, CIRCULATION, 
ETC., REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24, 1912, of the 
Louisiana Historical Quarterly, published quarterly at New Orleans, for April 1, 
1929. 

State of Louisiana, Parish of Orleans, ss. 

Before me, John Dart, a Notary Public, in and for the State and parish afore- 
said, personally appeared Henry P. Dart, who, having been duly sworn according 
to law, deposes and says that he is the editor of the Louisiana Historical Quarterly 
and that the following is, to the best of his knowledge and belief, a true statement 
of the ownership, management etc., of the aforesaid publication for the date shown 
in the above caption, required by the Act of August 24, 1912, embodied in Section 
411, Postal Laws and Regulations, to-wit: 

1. That the names and addresses of the publishers, and the editor, are: 

Publisher, The Louisiana Historical Society, The Cabildo, New Orleans, La. ; 
Editor, Henry P. Dart, 1822 Canal Bank Bidg., New Orleans, Managing Lditor, 
None; Business Manager, None. 

2. That the owners are The Louisiana Historical Society. : 

3. That there are no stockholders, but the officers are: Gaspar Cusachs, 
Pres.; Edw. Alexander Parsons, ist V.-Pres.; Andre Lafargue, 2nd V.-Pres.; Jas. 
A. Renshaw, 3rd V.-Pres.; W. O. Hart, Treas.; Henry P. Dart, Archivist and Kditor;-. 
Robt. W. Colomb, Recording Secty.; Henry M. Gill, Corresponding Secty. 
: (Signed) HENRY P. DART, Editor. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 12th day of April, 1929. 
[SEAL] ‘ (Signed) JOHN DART, Notary Public. 
-(My commission expires at death.) 
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